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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTINIG
Prohibition Legislation Support

MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) (2.03 pm]: I have a petition which reads as follows -
To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Austraia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents, urge you not to
declare Duck Shooting Seasons and t6 legislate for the prohibition of any future Duck
Shooting in this State because of the cruelty inflicted on our wildlife; the loss of
significant waterbird breeding habitat; the pollution of wetlands from lead pellets,
cartridges and other rubbish, and community disapproval of recreational shooting of
wildlife.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 401 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly. I advise the House that to date about 30 000 signatures have been
obtained on this issue.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 97.1

PETITION . MINIJARIE (TAMALA PARK) RUBBISH TIP
Stoppage

MR McGINTY (Fremantle - Minister for Housing) [2.04 pm): I present the following
petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned citizens request that the Legislative Assembly act to:
1. halt the Mindarie (Tamnala Park) Rubbish Tip in the City of Wanneroo as this

project will pollute groundwater, could affect the marine ecosystem, will
degrade an area of conservation significance and impact on people living
nearby;

2. phase out the landfill disposal of waste because it is environmentally and
socially unacceptable;

3. address the problems with existing landfill rubbish tips, particularly
groundwater pollution;

4. implement, as a matter of priority, alternative waste management methods
including waste minimisation, recycling, composting and environmentally
sound waste treatment; and

5. establish a Waste Management Authority to co-ordinate the management of
waste.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 10 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.[See petition
No 98.1
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PETITION - MANDURAH CITY PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM
Seven Days Per Week, 10.00 pm

MR NICHOLLS (Mandurah) [2.06 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -
To: The H-onourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned draw the Government's attention to the rapid population growth
race of Mandurah City.
We call on the Minister and the Government to provide a comprehensive public
transport service for Mandurah residents, seven (7) days per week until 10.00 pm.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
con sideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 156 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 99.1

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Annual Report 1990-91, Reporr No 20 - Tabling

MR CATANIA (Balcatta) 12.07 pml: I present for tabling the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee's annual report for 1990-91; report No 20. 1 move -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
[See paper No 584.J
Mr CATANIA: The Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee had its busiest
and most productive year on record in 1990-91, during which time it completed its
investigations into a number of significant issues. First, was the committee's investigation
into the funding and reporting of the State's superannuation liability. The committee's report
on this issue was tabled in March this year and it addressed the reporting and disclosure of
superannuation liabilities on a whole of Government basis. It was found that the State's
unfunded superannuation liability would have reached $8.5 billion by June 1990 had the
Government not implemented the new lump sum superannuation scheme and the transfer
offer in 1987. Positive action by the Government effectively reduced the projected liability
to $3.9 billion and ensured that the State's annual contribution to the schemes will become a
relatively stable commitment after the year 2000.
The committee also considered the full funding of the future superannuation liability, but on
investigation it was found not to be a reasonable option as the burden would rest on today's
taxpayers and would create an inequitable situation. The committee's inquiry provided the
impewus for some of the initiatives which are now caking place in the disclosure of financial
information, including disclosure on a whole of Government basis. The committee's report
is important and we should not underscore the Government's decision in 1987 to go to lump
sum payments because it substantially reduced the public's liability from $8.5 billion to
$3.9 billion; the projected figure would have been well over $20 billion if the situation which
prevailed had been allowed to continue.
The second topic the committee examined was the State Government Insurance Corporation.
The comm ittee investigated solvency issues and the State Government Insurance Office's
compliance with the State Government Insurance Commission Act. The investigation found
no evidence to suggest that the SGIO had failed to comply with the requirements of the State
Government Insurance Commission Act 1986, nor that it was in breach of the solvency
margin requirements under the insurance Act 1973. The Government has since initiated
moves to corporatise the SGIO and the SG[C, and draft Bills have been prepared and will be
presented to Parliament for its deliberations this session. The corporatisadion review will
consider solvency issues and the assets allocation between the SGIO and SGIC.
One very important report submitted to the House in September last year was the "Report on
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Computing in Government". That report was the subject of an editorial in the March edition
of the national magazine Compwterworld, and it is the first report of a Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee to require a second printing to match demand. That is a
strange occurrence, and the report of the committee was very well. received right around
Australia by people interested in this area. The committee made significant
recommendations concerning the establishment of a policy and planning unit, the
formulation and publication of a State information technology plan, the training of
management, and the development of a career path for professional staff in this area. The
Department of Computing and Information Technology has been abolished and,
consequently, most of the recommendations of the committee have either been adopted or are
being implemented by the Department of State Services. Only last week the commnittee
presented the Government's financial system report which, as stated at the time of
presentation, is the firt comprehensive guide to the financial system of the State. It will
provide a reference guide for new and existing members of Parliament. The report was
tabled last Wednesday and it has been well received. The members who have spoken to me
about the report feel it is appropriate to have a reference guide on the Government's financial
system.
Another very important report prepared was "Annual Reporting and the Parliament". The
discussion paper, which was tabled in June 1991, closely examined the annual reporting of
the public sector and investigations targeted three main areas: Firstly, the timeliness of
annual reports to Parliament. We found there was little value to Parliament when reports
were delivered way past the close of the financial year and such reports could be considered
ineffective. The second part of the investigation related to the development of performance
indicators, and the third applied to the presentation and content required in annual reports.
We found in the investigation that Parliament is the primary target audience for annual
reports and it must influence the annual reporting procedures. Departments must ensure that
those annual reports are directed for parliamentary scrutiny and that they meet the needs of
Parliament. A short questionnaire evolved from the investigation to gain an understanding of
the needs of parliamentarians, and a copy of it has been circulated to members of Parliament.
When the results of that survey are received a further report will be made to this House.
The committee is currently working on an investigation into the competitive neutrality of the
State Government Insurance Office. fle committee has a statutory obligation to evaluate the
competitive neutrality of this organisation on an annual basis, and in addition it will address
the proposed corporatisation of the 5010 and whether it will fully resolve issues of
competitive neutrality.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGinty: My apologies, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER: Over the past week or so a number of members, all of whom I recall were
Government members, have in one way or another infringed on the rule in respect of walking
in front of the person addressing his remarks to the Speaker. As members know, I have taken
a dim view of this in the past, to say the least, and I take no less of a dim view on this
occasion. In my view it is extraordinarily rude to behave in this way in any circumstances,
but it is especially so in this place where the rules state that it shall not be done. If I were the
person offending, I would expect to be hauled over the coals. In each of the other three cases
which occurred - a from the same area of the House and all involving Ministers - the
members were endeavouring to get back into their seats with some degree of difficulty and
they did their utmost to get to and from their seats without breaking the rule, by ducking
down and so on. As a consequence I declined to take action on those occasions but, when a
member walks straight in front of me I am left with no alternative but to address the matter.
It is the beginning of the week and I do not want to start it badly. However, this practice,
having happened four times in the space of a week in one manner or another, is now causing
some concern. I ask that it does not happen again. I accept the Minister's apology for its
occurring today. If he ducks into his seat now and does not get up again until the member
speaking has finished, there will be no problem.
Mr CATANIA: To assist the committee in its investigation into the competitive neutrality of
the State Government Insurance Office, new ground has been broken by the employment of
independent consultants. It is an important subject, and we contracted those consultants to
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assist us and to ensure that an extensive study and investigation is carried out on this topic
before the committee presents its report later this month, or early next month.
The reports of the Auditor General are a very important part of the committee's work, and
the observations and recommendations of the Auditor General in his reports to Parliament
are very carefully examined by the committee. This year these matters include the Auditor
General's first report for 1991; the recomnmendations by the Auditor General's advisory
committee, which addressed the independence of the public sector audit function; and the
report on coastal marinas and boat harbours.
The committee has also reviewed the year end spending trends within the State public sector
in the context of the committee's 1988 report. Fifty Government departments and agencies,
chosen at random, were requested to provide information on monthly expenditure in the
1990-91 financial year. Once the information is collated, it will be the subject of a report
presented to this House. The committee continues to work closely with the motor vehicle
policy committee and advisory unit on the use of transport resources across the public sector.
After that committee has presented its report, the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee will decide whether to resume its examination of the use of motor vehicles in the
public sector.
The committee had a busy and fruitful year. It is undertaking initiatives to ensure that its
operations are more effective than they were in the past. New reporting processes are
designed to ensure responses to the reports and recommendations of the committee are
meaningful and that proposed actions by Government are reported to it. Follow up
procedures to be used by the committee are outlined in a report brought down last week. The
committee this year attended the biennial conference of Australasian Public Accounts
Commidttees in Darwin. The conference focused on issues related to corporate forms of
Government, business undertakings and the format of public accounts. It also addressed
specific concerns to the committees such as auditing in the aftermath of the Fitzgerald
inquiry. The committee's members and staff gained a valuable understanding while at the
conference of issues facing other committees and the techniques employed by those
committees.
The Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee will be handling inquiries into the
corporatisation of the Western Australian public sector. Initial background research is under
way after which my colleagues and 1 will decide whether to proceed with that inquiry. It is
an important and topical investigation. Information obtained during the investigation will be
the subject of a report to be tabled in this House. The committee understands that it may be
directed by the House to undertake other inquiries. One such inquiry mooted relates to
public sector debt. Such an investigation would add to the effectiveness shown over the past
year by the committee, which undertook many investigations as a result of which it presented
six reports and two discussion papers to the House.
I thank commidttee members for their dedication throughout the year; the member for
Wellington, as deputy chairman, and the members for Avon, Morley and Maylands. I also
acknowledge the valuable contribution of former members and the research staff,
Mr Michael Baker and Miss Jill Pyvis. 1 commend the report to the House.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [2.23 pmJ: In addressing the motion I trm first to an issue that
has become central to the work and success of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee over the past 12 months in particular. Like the chairman, I draw the attention of
members to the fact that last week the committee reported to the House on its inquiry into
annual reporting by departments and agencies of the Crown. I draw the attention of members
in particular to that part of the annual report of the committee that deals with follow up
procedures. This area speaks most loudly of the success of the comm-ittee's operations
during the past year or so. At the sane time, it outlines the challenge made by the committee
to this Parliament in the process.
As members heard the Chairman of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Comittee
say last week, the purpose of the first report of the commidttee was to point out to members
that it is clear that departments are required to report to this House in ways which are
relevant to the business of the Parliament and which relate to the needs of its members. I
have made the point in this place before that that requirement carries with it a concomitant
responsibility for members of this House to accept that they therefore have a role to play to
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ensure those reports are adequate. When reports come to this place it is not sufficient for
members to offer no comment. If the process of reporting to Parliament is inferior to that
required at any stage, as it has been in the past, members of this place have as much
responsibility to do something about that as have the departments involved as the reports are
supposed to meet members' needs.
The second matter is the follow up procedure now adopted by the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Commirittee. That procedure emphasises in a permanent way the view I
believe is held by all members of the committee; that ultimately the Parliament should enjoy
supremacy in this State. In the past responses by Ministers to inquiries made of them by the
Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee and referred either from this House or
the other place have tended to be cursory and have contained minimal information. The new
reporting system that the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee has set in
place establishes a three stage process. I draw the attention of members to that item in the
report. The committee's new reporting procedure involves the tabling of its report in two
parts followed by a supplementary third part if required. The first report will be the main one
and will outline the committee's findings and conclusions. The important thing is that three
months after the tabling of that first report the committee will send an extensive
questionnaire to the responsible Minister requesting specific and detailed information on the
implementation or otherwise of each recommendation in the report. This is a new initiative
for this Parliament. It is a valuable one as inquiries made by the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee, whether at the behest of this place or in its own right, are
ones it expects - on behalf of the Parliament - Ministers of the Cown to take in a most
serious way. Practical implementation of that view is found in the three stage reporting
process now enacted.
The third part of that process will occur when responses from Ministers reach the
committee. If the committee wishes to make further comment about an inquiry, or if the
actions of the Government or Minister require further monitoring or review in order to satisfy
the needs of the Parliament, a third and final report will be issued within six months of issue
of the second report. This process should not in normal circumstances go beyond a year.
Therefore, within a year of any major inquiry being referred to the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee requiring attention by a department, agency or the
responsible Minister the Parliament can now be assured it will have not only the
recommendations before it but also a report on the extent to which those recommendations
have been implemented by a Minister or department. This new procedure could be
overlooked and that is why I am emphasising it today as another administrative measure
related to the role that this Parliament should seek to play, and does play in the affairs of this
State Government. It is a significant development that future Parliaments will no doubt
appreciate. It rests simply on the proposition to which the Premier has a strong commitment;
namely, that Ministers and departments are or should be accountable to the Parliament for
their actions. This procedure that we have set in place will ensure that that accountability
process occurs, and is one of the major initiatives of the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee this year. I recommend the report to the House.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.31 pm]: It is gratifying that the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee is reporting to the Parliament. I agree with previous
speakers that the performance of the committee has been lifted dramatically. I would even
go so far as to say that the commi ttee is probably operating at between 20 to 30 per cent of its
capacity, which is a tremendous improvement from its past performance. The committee is
seriously understaffed and is not able to fully research many of the matters which it
examines; for example, the State's unfunded superannuation liability. I am aware that there
is a fault in that report, and I do not wish to denigrate any member of the committee or the
staff but the point is that the positions of the two members of staff who have been appointed
to the committee have been struck at a level 5 and a level 3, and they just do not have the
expertise or the experience to make the contribution that we require them to make. The
report on the State's unfunded superannuation liability is particularly important because
simple mathematics relates that liability to the Consolidated Revenue Fund contributions.
The committee has recommended that the system recognise what percentage of CRE
comprises that unfunded liability; if that recommendation is taken up, there will be several
places from which interested persons will be able to find out at what level that percentage is
running.

4706 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 17 September 19911 40

I believe that the report on the State Government Insurance Commission/State Government
Insurance Office was a farce, and is of little consequence. Former Treasurer Parker referred
that matter to the commnittee several years ago. I believe that Minister has been thoroughly
discredited. That matter was very controversial, to say the least, and it placed me in a
difficult position because I was making the allegations against the SGIC and I was also a
member of the committee. -I believe that was an indication of the level of concern of the
Government at the time about the functions of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee. It was a sad day when former Treasurer Parker moved that that report be
prepared by the committee. It did nothing for the accountability of this Parliament or for the
standing of the committee.
The committee's report on computing in Government was a good report, but unfortunately
some action by Government pulled the rug out from under our feet when we were half way
through because the Department of Computing and Information Technology was abolished.
Mr Catania: That report received commendation right throughout the community.
Mr TRENORDEN: I am sure part of the reason that occurred was that the Government was
aware of the evidence that was being given to the committee. I do not mean to say that in a
nasty way, but people were giving evidence which forced the Government to think about
what was occurring within the Department of Computing and Information Technology. I
suggest that the activity which we generated within Government by looking at the computing
area was useful, and that is the reason the Government rook that action. That was a good
report, and the chairman of the committee was right when he said that the report was popular
and examined some important issues in relation to the Government's purchase and
acquisition of new technology.
The committee also examined the process of annual reporting to the Parliament. The
committee will be seeking to get those annual reports into the system in time for the debate
on the Budget during the Estimates Committees. Those reports will be very useful. They
will put an important focus on those Government departments and agencies which produce
annual reports because they will know that their reports will be scrutinised by the Parliament.
The committee is currently working on a report on the competitive neutrality of the State
Government Insurance Office. This is the first time since I have been a member of the
committee that we have contracted outside the committee for advice, and I will return to that
matter in a moment. I turn now to the committee's interaction with the Auditor General.
During my time as a member of the committee we have worked with one Auditor General
and one Acting Auditor General, and we are now working with a new Auditor General. I
have been very impressed by the individuals who have held those positions; I refer in
particular to Neville Smith, who until recently was Acting Auditor General. His interaction
with the committee was superb. He held an important function within the accountability
mechanism of the State, and he performed his duties admirably. I would like my comments
to be recorded in Hansard because he deserves that praise.
The committee attended the biennial conference of Australasian Public Accounts
Committees in Darwin on 22 to 26 May 1991. The most interesting debate at that conference
was about corporatisation, and many speakers spoke very strongly against corporatisation. I
believe that the Public Service, like other groups of people, does get involved in fads. The
current fad is corporatisation. Corporatisation offers many benefits to Government, but there
are also many danger areas for taxpayers. Two issues were focused on during the
conference: Governments corporacise because they want to sack public servants; they also
corporatise in order to escape accountability. I believe the committee has a role to promote a
debate about corporatisation before we become heavily involved in it, so that the community
will know more about what to expect from the corporatisation of State entities.
Mr Catania: You were against Ministers directing their departments. You are now saying
that corporatisation will take away that ability. You cannot have it both ways.
Mr TRENORDEN: That is corporatisation. It tries to do it both ways. The situation is that
the department either has a direct line to the Minister and is responsible under the system or
it is not. Corporatisation is having one foot on each side of the barbed wire fence. It is there
to give Government control, and also to tell the public that the public does not have control.
The old argument that matters cannot be disclosed because of commercial confidentiality
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will mean that corporatised entities will be there forever. We have a corporatised situation
coming up in two or three weeks' time before the Budget Estimates committees, and the
committees cannot question the actions of the Water Authority, even though the Minister
gave policy directions to the authority. The Water Authority is bound to carry out the
directions given, but the Budget Estimates Committees cannot ask the Water Authority any
questions about those directions.
Mr Catania: The Minister is directing that corporate body.
Mr TRENORDEN: The SOIC Bills coming before the Parliament say that in certain areas
the Minister has the capacity to direct.
Mr Catania: Do you agree with that or not?
Mr TRENORDEN: I agree that the member for Balcatta wants two bob each way.
Corporatisation is about having two bob each way. The public must know the purpose of
corporatisation before we get heavily involved in it in this Chamber. There are serious
doubts about the delivery of Government services. Here is an entity which is fully
corporatised and is delivering a service, and we are told that these people have no tie back to
the Government. On the other hand that body still has to run the policy of the Government,
yet it is not answerable to this House.
Dr Gallop: Nonsense!
Mr TRENORDEN: It is not nonsense at all.
Mr Catania interjected.
Mr TRIENORDEN: I can understand the red herrings members opposite are trying to draw
across the path, but those matters will come up later. To return to the debate which was
adjourned and which we may get back to - that is the public sector motion moved only a few
days ago - it is the role of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee to look at
those matters, but without question the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee
does not have the capacity to deal with those sorts of questions. If we are to deal with those
sorts of questions we will have to get outside expertise.
Mr Catania: That is the motion on debt?
Mr TRENORDEN: That is right.
The SPEAKER: In actual fact it should be the motion on whether the report should be
printed. While I am prepared to allow the member to deviate a little, it will not be
continuous.
Mr TRENORDEN: My point concerns the functions of the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee. A fully functional Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee
would be an asset to any Parliament. I do not believe we have it in this Chamber; I do not
believe we have anything near a well functioning Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee. That is not the result of the will of the members or the will of the staff;, it is
because the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee is dramatically under-
resourced. If members want the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee to
produce reports of value to this House, the question of resourcing will have to be dealt with.
Returning to the question of competitive neutrality, we have advertised contracts for public
sector people to become involved in doing some work for the committee, and we have been
amazed at the size of those quotes. If we are to report on the question of debt, the Public
Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee had better expect a bill of about $250 000.
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [2.44 pm]: I wish to comment briefly on the annual report.
Much of what I would have said has already been said this afternoon, so I shall keep my
comments brief. The member for Avon noted that the output of the committee had increased
dramatically in recent times, and as the newest member of the committee I like that
coincidence. I take issue with him on one point, though. As a result of my very short
experience on this committee, I feel it is working as a parliamentary committee rather than as
a Government committee. I am happy to note that, because it is very important that a
committee such as the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee, which is the
most powerful committee in Parliament, acts properly as a parliamentary committee.
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I want to address a couple of issues in the annual report. These are issues which show that
apart from the other roles of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee which
have been described, it has a role to inform members of this House and members of the
public in general. For instance, the Government financial systems report tabled last
Wednesday is a particularly valuable document. It is probably the only resource document
which pulls together in one source all the information about Government finances, operations
and management, and gives a lot of detail about how these things are done. This report was
produced with assistance from the Treasury Department and also from the Office of the
Auditor General. In fact I understand it will be used as a training tool by the Office of the
Auditor General. The committee put a lot of work into this report, and I recommend
members examine it because they will find it particularly useful.
Many members of the committee have referred to annual reporting to Parliament. This
discussion paper was tabled in June, and it has generated a lot of comment. It will be an
important tool for raising accountability in the public sector. One area of the public sector
and annual reporting with which the committee is involved concerns the Lonnie awards. The
chairman of our committee plays a role in selecting the winner of this award each year. The
Lonnie awards serve a valuable role, because the feedback I have had from officers in
various departments who have participated indicates that they are now looking at their annual
reports to see how they can better meet those criteria, and how they have become more
accountable. If this must happen as a result of an award, so be it, but it is something we
should encourage. In fact it is an example of competition encouraging better performance in
the public sector. Members insist that Parliament is the primary target audience of annual
reports, but they are read far more widely and we should not lose sight of that factor.
The report on follow-up procedures was tabled last week, and it resulted in a lot of
discussion. It is important that the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee
should examine its own effectiveness if we are to expect increased effectiveness and
accountability throughout the whole public sector. In fact the follow-up procedures report
will ensure that the committee examines its own effectiveness and becomes more effective.
All members of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee take their
responsibilities very seriously. We are supported by the staff who do their duties in a good
and beneficial manner. I agree with the member for Balcatta and the member for Avon that
if we are to examine the question of public sector debt, the committee will need more
resources. I urge all members of Parliament at least to look at, if not study in detail, all our
reports, and I commend this report to the House.
MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) [2.49 pm]: As I am a relatively new member of the Public
Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee I have not been a party to some of the reports
that have been tabled over the last year or so. However, being a member of that committee
has certainly made me more aware of the need for annual reporting to ensure the
accountability of Government departments in this State so that we receive the best possible
value from those departments.
Some of the reports of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee have been of
great benefit and importance; for example, that on the Department of Computing and
Information Technology, one of the major recommendations of which was that the
department be abolished; that was done. The Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee is a watchdog for the Parliament. When the Auditor General audits Government
departments he often qualifies those audits and it is up to the committee to ensure that those
qualifications are pursued in order to find why they have been made and what the
departments are doing to overcome their reporting problems.
In general the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee works very
harmoniously and, as has been pointed out by the member for Maylands, works hard and
with dedication; but sometimes sensitive issues arise. That was certainly evident in the
report on the State Government Insurance Corporation. Unfortunately, in such situations
politics comes to the fore -

Mr Catania: Certainly not from this side.
Mr Strickland: You control the committee.
Mr BRADSHAW: I will talk about the composition of the committee in a moment. The fact
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is that a report was brought down by the committee but the conservative members of the
committee brought down a minority report which said char they did not fully agree with the
committee's majority report.
Mr Strickland: On very sound evidence, too.
Mr Catania: It was a very lacklustre minority report.
Mr Minson: We have to write our own reports; you do not.
Mr BRADSHAW: We have a problem when sensitive issues arise. I do not know how that
can be overcome but I would like to see a review of the composition of the Public Accounts
and Expenditure Review Committee.
Mr Strickland: Three each.
Mr BRADSHAW: Either the committee should comprise three members from each side of
the House or the Opposition parties should have a majority on that committee. I am not
saying that just because we are in Opposition; that would be an ongoing commitment no
matter which party was in Government.
Mr Read: You are not going to get that in until you are in Government.
Mr BRADSH-AW: That will be in 1993, so that is no problem. No, I take that back - that
membership arrangement should be permanently in place.
Mr Pearce: I put that proposition to Sir Charles Court at one time and I got a very short
raspberry.
Mr BRADSH-AW: I suppose Governments would not like the fact that the majority of
members on the committee were Opposition members, because they would delve much
deeper and harder into sensitive issues, which would reflect badly on the Government. It is
time a review of the committee took place and that proposition was examined.
One issue of concern is performance indicators. Even if we examine performance indicators
in order to assess how Government departments are working, I am not sure whether one can
fudge those sorts of things, nor how to overcome the problem of getting a true indication
from performance indicators of whether a department is working up to par. However, we
must have something, and the departments are working towards that.
In my short time on the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee I have noticed
that a few Government departments have been reluctant to respond to the committee. The
commnittee has been fairly diligent in following up and putting pressure on those departments
which are a bit slow in coming to the party. Some departments have said they lack funds to
ensure that accountability, but that is a poor excuse. One reply the committee received ftom
a department said that in the 199 1-92 Budget approval had been received for the provision of
a salary for a manager, corporate affairs, and chat that person's duties would include the
development of an accounting manual;, that is, the department is engaging a staff member to
worry about the things that need to be done under the Financial Administration and Audit
Act. If all departments have to engage extra staff to carry out these duties, that will be an
extra cost to the taxpayer. On the ocher hand, when departments are spending public money
we must have accountability,, so a cost is alwa's' involved with these sorts of things. I
support the motion.
Question put and passed.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER
Parliamentary Educational Video Pack

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): .Members would generally be aware that during
May this year filming was undertaken in this Chamber and throughout the building. I am
pleased to advise members that the parliamentary educational video pack, which consists of
two videos and 30 work sheets, is now available to members of the House. It can be
obtained either on loan from the Parliamentary Infornation Office or by purchase from the
Bills and Papers Office at a cost of $25 to members. The retail price is $35.
I thank members of both Houses who participated in the filming, members of the
Parliamentary Education Video Committee, John Mandy and Peter McHugh, and the
President of the Legislative Council for their contribution, which has enabled the production
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of the videos in such a short time. This is something I have been trying to get together for
some four years now, so I am particularly pleased it has been drawn to a conclusion. I am
sure that all members who use the videos for educational purposes or for presentation at
various schools will be more than pleased with the results.
I have made available two copies of the video in the Speaker's Corridor for the balance of
today's sitting and have also arranged for a television and video machine to be operating for
those members who want to take the opportunity to view it during the day. I commend the
video to members, as it will be of great benefit to each of them when they visit schools.

MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - RURAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
Ed Media Closure

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): Earlier today, and within the allotted time, I
received a letter from the Leader of the National Party seeking to debate as a matter of public
importance the current economic conditions in country areas.
If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.
[At least five members rose in their places.]
The SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, 30 minutes will be allocated to
members of the official Opposition, 30 minutes to members of the Government, and a further
five minutes to any Independent members who wish to contribute.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.59 pm]: I move -

That this House -
(a) views the current economic conditions in country areas as being a threat to the

very existence of many country communities;
(b) notes that the report "Country Towns - A Future or a Funeral?" by the joint

working party of the Country Shire Councils' Association and the Country
Urban Councils' Association provides a blueprint for the future recovery of
country communities;

(c) regards the Government's response to that report and to the rural crisis
generally as totally inadequate;

(d) notes that the Commonwealth's report "A National Education and Training
Strategy for Rural Australians" identifies the State Government's failure to
provide adequate training facilities and opportunities in the central wheatbelt;
and

(e) regards the closure of West Ed Media as yet another example of the
Government's lack of commitment to a fair go for country people.

The motion has five parts. The first relates to the economic conditions being experienced in
rural parts of Western Australia. I would be the first person to acknowledge that the
economic recession does not impact only on rural Western Australians. However, it must be
acknowledged also that the recession does not impact on the metropolitan area to the same
degree for the simple reason that during an economic recession people without jobs or with
no income in the metropolitan area rarely migrate to another place; they have access to social
and welfare benefits and can stay in their own homes until they find alternative employment-
Mr Strickland interjected.
Mr COWAN: At least people in the metropolitan area have an opportunity to obtain social
or welfare benefits. In country areas, as a result of the recession people with a negative
income must travel away from that area toward the metropolitan area in order to seek the
necessary benefits. That is the difference between the impact of the economic recession in
Western Australia on people who live in the metropolitan area and on those living in the
country who are forced to leave home to become recipients of welfare benefits.
The problems associated with the downturn in the rural economy have been clearly identified
by many people other than me. Perhaps the best identification of the problems in country
areas was made by a working party from the Country Shire Councils Association and the
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Country Urban Councils Association which conducted a seminar called "Country Towns - A
Future or a Funeral?". At that conference the working party put forward
25 recommendations which would result in short-term and long-term assistance to rural
communities to allow them to ride out the economic recession with the least amount of pain
or damage. Most members should be interested to read the response by Dr Manea, the
chairman of the working party, when he reviewed the action taken by the Government on the
recommendations of that conference. He made it clear that the 25 recommendations were
partly directed towards the Federal Government, partly towards the State Government and,
finally, towards some of the activities that local governments could undertake to improve the
situation in country areas. He noted that the attempt of the task force to make
recommendations to the Federal Government had failed. Not one Federal Government
Minister involved in that area of responsibility was prepared to meet the task force. I am
pleased to say that the response of the Stare Government was slightly better, at least it
responded. However, the extent of that response is interesting. Little action has been taken.
A number of initiatives were of the "we will establish a working parry to do this; we will
establish a committee to examine that" type, but very little has been done in that regard.
I would be pleased if the Deputy Premier, or even the Premier, could tell me what has
happened to one of the major initiatives announced in response to that conference. I refer to
the establishment of the State Enterprise Centre. How many staff have been allocated to it,
and what are the objectives of the centre?
Mr Taylor: I would be more than happy to reply; I am sure that the Leader of the National
Parry will be pleased with my response.
Mr COWAN: At the moment it is the best kept secret of the Government. I would be
pleased to hea a response in order to discover what the State Enterprise Centre is all about.
Mr Taylor: Why don't you pick on a weak link instead of one of our strong links. Pick on
something we have not done.
Mr COWAN: I will make a start: The Deputy Premier would like me to pick out an area
where the Government has done nothing; [ will nor acknowledge the Government has done
anything until an announcement is made. The State Enterprise Centre is the best kept secret
of the Government- So far, we have talked about the rural downturn and the economic
recession. I have referred to the conference conducted by the local government associations
in order to identify what can be done to improve the situation in country areas and to keep
people in those towns.
We have talked about keeping people in country towns, but that involves the provision of
jobs; we must acknowledge that. The recession has had a severe impact on the major
industries in most rural areas, particularly the central whearbelt; that is, on the two
commodities of wheat and wool. Jobs centre around the viability of agriculture. We
acknowledge that. I commend the Premier in one area because at least she was prepared to
underwrite the wheat industry. I suggest that the Premier will need to look closely at some
form of underwriting for the wool industry as well. We have benefited from, indeed lived
off, the agricultural industry for a long time. The Premier has acknowledged that by
assisting the wheat industry. However, it is about time that everyone acknowledged that
agriculture is experiencing a very rough phase. We should recognise the contribution of that
industry to this State, and we should also assist it through the tough times.
I have been challenged by the Deputy Premier to talk about areas in which the Government
has done nothing. I will examine that situation: We have talked about the fact that a
resurgence in commodity prices in agriculture would assist greatly. I acknowledge that, but
we need to talk about jobs. Of course, if jobs are not available in agriculture the first issue to
address is education and retraining. The Government must acknowledge that.
Mr Taylor: When talking about jobs I acknowledge that nothing is more important than the
decision to guarantee the price of wheat.
Mr COWAN: I acknowledge that. If jobs are not available we should look at education,
employment and retraining, should we not?
Mr Taylor: Yes.
Mr COWAN: Turning to the fourth point of the motion, I now refer to a report titled
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"Toward a National Education and Training Strategy for Rural Australians" commissioned
by that friend of the Government in Canberra, John Dawkins, through the National Board of
Employment, Education and Training. The report states -

It became clear during the review process that the provision of education and training
is uneven and variable in the extreme in non-metropolitan areas. In some regions -
the New England area of New South Wales or the Townsville area in north
Queensland. for example - access to a broad range of education and training options
approximates chat of urban areas. On the other hand, in regions such as the Central
Wheatbelt of Western Australia, the Riverland region of South Australia, inland
Queensland, the West Coast of Tasmania or almost anywhere outside Darwin in the
Nonthern Territory, reasonable access to post-compulsory education and training is
minimal.

Let us consider what the Government has done about the employment and training situation:
The whole of the central wheatbelt region contains only one post secondary education centre,
Muresk. The member for Avon may be able to indicate how many first year students attend
Muresk.
Mr Trenorden: A couple of hundred.
Mr COWAN: It would not be more than 200 students.
Mr Taylor: I think it is 127.
Mr COWAN: That would be nearer the mark. Therefore, the whole of the central wheatbelt
region, which has a population of 73 000 people, is serviced by one centre taking
127 students a year. Perhaps the Deputy Premier could explain that.
Mrs Beggs: My region contains 300 000 people, yet it contains only one post secondary
education facility.
Mr COWAN: How far is it to the next facility?
Mrs Beggs: Fifty kilometres.
Mr COWAN: Rubbish! That is absolutely untrue! At least half a dozen post secondary
education facilities are situated north of the river, and none of those is more than
20 kilometres from the Minister's electorate.
As students leave school in country areas they cannot find jobs on farms or any businesses
allied to agriculture because of the recession. Therefore, these young people must come to
the metropolitan area to either compete for jobs with many other people or undertake post
secondary studies. What is the Government's answer to this problem? It is to establish a
TATE centre at Midland, which is described as some form of regionalisation to service the
central wheatbelt area. Clearly, the Govemnment stands condemned for that policy, not just
by the community but also by the report from which I quoted. The committee which
compiled the report investigated the provision of post secondary education and found that the
central wheatbelt of Western Australia was one of the most poorly serviced areas in this
nation.
Mrs Beggs: I think you are right about that.
Mr COWAN: I am sure I am right.
I now offer another example of this lack of regard for country areas: We have an ageing
population, yet is the House aware of how many nursing homes are located in the central
wheatbelt region?
Mr Taylor: Nursing home beds are allocated according to population.
Mr COWAN: Unfortunately, that is not correct. With all due respect to the Deputy Premier,
one facility is located in the central wheatbelt region, and one of the reasons for the shortage
of facilities is the lack of access to funds.
Mr Taylor: Why do you say it is not correct?
Mr COWAN: We have only one nursing home.
Mr Taylor: That may be so, but these things are allocated according to population needs.
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Mr COWAN: That is not right.
Mr Taylor: That is how the Commonwealth works these things out.
Mr COWAN: The Commonwealth may work on that basis, but it has overlooked the
population in the central wheatbelt, and in rural Western Australia generally.
Mr Taylor: I had a fair amount to do with the hostel in Merredin, and I know exactly how
the Commonwealth approaches such things.
Mr COWAN: It is not a nursing home.
Mr Taylor: No, it is a hostel.
Mr COWAN: The State could convince the Commonwealth to direct funds to such facilities.
I am sure the Government is not totally ignorant of the situation in country areas, and it must
convince the Commonwealth to allocate funds for nursing home-type care in some country
hospitals which have an excess of beds at the moment. The Commonwealth regards nursing
homes and nursing care as its responsibility and will not allocate funds to the State hospital
system. The provision of nursing care within the State hospital system would be a good
combination in many small country towns; however, the Commonwealth will not agree to it.
This Government talks about its you beaut enterprise centre scheme, yet I offer two classic
examples of much better alternatives. The Government has not tackled these issues. Social
justice could be provided in the country simply through either post secondary education
facilities or access to nursing homes. However, the Government has done nothing about
these issues. Instead, it will establish a State enterprise centre, which is one of this
Government's best ever kept secrets.
Finally, the situation regarding West Ed Media is another example of this Government's
priorities. The Government is prepared to close down West Ed Media, which provides a
formal education service for primary and secondary schools. Undoubtedly other speakers
will want to discuss this issue, so I will not dwell on it.
The economic recession is biting across the State of Western Australia, and if one loses one's
job in the country, job prospects are poor. As a result, an exodus from the country is
occurring. I acknowledge that a few people may move out of Perth to other parts of the State
pursuing work, but most unemployed people would not. However, people who lose their
jobs in the bush must move away from that region. What is the Government doing about
that? It is providing no post secondary education facilities that are worth talking about in
most parts of the country, and it has given many empty promises. It is time to move away
from promises. We need real leadership and substantive action, If this occurs, enough
people will remain in country regions so that when the good times return - as inevitably
happens in agriculture - people will be living in these areas to capitalise on the situation in an
efficient and productive manner.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.19 pm]: I formally second the motion. Education is a
fundamental issue in this country, and the report by the National Board of Employment,
Education and Training titled "Toward a National Education and Training Strategy for Rural
Australians" is very damaging to this Government and to the people at the head of the Office
of Technical and Further Education. If members read the 80-odd page report it will become
clear that two States of this nation have a poor record in the provision of such services - rural
Western Australia and South Australia - and clearly Western Australia has the worst facilities
in Australia.
In New South Wales the TAPE completion rates are dramatically better than in Western
Australia because of the direct correlation between opportunity and funding. The completion
rates in rural Western Australia are 12 per cent behind that in Perth. The executive director
of TAFE, Mr Kevin Woods, said that TAPE was committed to the delivery of services to the
wheatbelt area. In last year's Budget $6 million was allocated to the Mdlands Regional
College of TAPE to service 140 000 people in the metropolitan area; of that, $685 000 was
allocated to service 72 000 people in its rural annexe. 'he rural annexe has 30 per cent of the
population of that college and receives 10 per cent of the funding, and most of that allocation
would cover administration at the Midlands Regional College. The allocation to Northam is
$150 000. The allocations for institutions in the metropolitan area include $6 million to
Midland, which has 5 000 students; and $5 million to Mt Lawley, which has 4 500 students.
The correlation between students and the allocation is just over $1 million per 1 000 students.
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As the Leader of the National Party pointed out, the whearbelt. area of rural Western
Australia has 1 000 school leavers plus an unknown number of people who would like access
to these facilities. If the allocation for 1 000 students is $1 million, on a social equity basis
the wheatbelt area should be allocated about $3 million; but what was allocated? It was
peanuts.
What TAFE facilities are in Moona? None whatever. What is happening in Merredin? It has
received promises galore, but no money. What is happening in Narrogin, a substantial
regional centre? One individual can offer part-time courses. People in these regions want to
be trained - like every other Western Australian - but this Government and the administration
of TAFE deliberately withhold education from this very important sector of the Stare. If
members look at the income produced for the State, they will see that 80 per cent comes from
rural Western Australia from fishing, mining and agriculture. However, if someone in
Moora wants to be trained as a welder he must attend a TAFE college in Perth to get a
certificate; that costs the individual between $4 000 and $6 000. Does this Government
charge metropolitan people that amount of money? No, it does not. That cost applies only to
the people of rural Western Australia. This Government stands condemned for forcing
individuals into that position. I recommend that members read this report because it damns
the administration of TAPE and the Government for treating rural Western Australians as
second class citizens.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Deputy Premier) [3.24 pm]: Which ostrich in the National
Party drafted the motion? He has ignored the reality of what this Government has done for
rural Western Australia. I refer to comments made by Dr Ernie Manea at the save our towns
conference. A Cabinet meeting was held in Bunbury at the weekend, and the Bunbury City
Council hosted a function for Cabinet members on Sunday night and when introducing the
Premier, Dr Manea praised her and her response to the save our towns conference in Western
Australia. Dr Manea reflected on what he had to say in addressing shire councils on
Tuesday, 6 August, when he sumnmed up the result of the save our towns conference. In
relation to the State Government he said -

The policy resolution here in regard to regionalisation and public sector management
is being reviewed by Treasury ... The regionalisarion of Government services is
being pursued by a special committee associated with the W.A.M.A. Secretariat.

He went on to say -

The Premier has specifically written to all Ministers following the 'Save our Towns'
Conference asking them to reaffirm the Government's commitment to regional
purchasing.

Which the Government has done. Dr Manea also said -

Through the Premier's intervention with the support of one of her officers Mr. B.
Pratt, an approach to the Golden West Network was undertaken to promote a 'Shop
Local' campaign. No praise can be too high to the Golden West Network for the
vigorous way they pursued this matter and their substantial contribution.

As Minister for State Development I have written to all shires in the central wheatbelt region
advising that I am prepared to support on a dollar for dollar basis the shop local campaign in
their region. Without exception they have responded positively to that commitment.
Dr Manea went on to say -

The Premier sent a directive to all Ministers that no transfers are to occur from
regional areas without reference to the. relative Minister with responsibility for that
area.

The Government has adhered to that commitment. The State Government also agreed to
support facilitators and has returned responsibility to local government for the issue of
facilitation. Dr Manes went on to say -

I believe the major advance made in the area of State Government has been the
communication lines established direct to the Premier's office for local government.

Dr Manea also said -

I cannot recall a previous situation in Western Australia where such ready access to
the Government leader has been made available to local government.
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He went on to say -

I would also strongly support the statesman-like attitude taken by the Premider in
fixing a guarantreed price for wheat. As a psychological demonstration of support ir is
the type of response that we would hope to achieve from Government areas. As a
financial factor in support for the wheatbelt areas, time will tell whether this is as
effective as seems apparent, but at least the gesture was made, the challenge was
issued, was taken up and I believe indicates a most responsible reaction from the
Premier of the State to a difficulty and a response which she was prepared to fight for
in areas outside of Western Australia. I congratulate her on her initiative.

Mr Wiese: If the Government were to put money into country areas the State would get a
marvellous return. The State would get the same return from the country as from the city.
Mr TAYLOR: The motion before the House reflects an ostrich-like mentality. This
Government and particularly this Premier have made certain that they have tackled those
sorts of issues in country towns in Western AustalAia. I will go through some of the other
issues the Government has tackled. To take up a matter raised by the Leader of the National
Party, the Government has appointed an economic facilitator to the Western Australian
Municipal Association. It is working hand in hand with the State Enterprise Centre, which I
launched about three or four months ago. Four or five facilitator positions have been
allocated - not all have been filled at the moment - for regional centres in Western Australia.
I am sure the Leader of the National Party and certainly the member for Avon would be
aware of the benefits that these people have brought to regional Western Australia in creating
jobs and new business, and giving people that extra helping hand to get a business off the
ground. The State Enterprise Centre is there to assist people and to give them a link into the
resources of Government. That is what it was intended to do. The Government has also
helped pay for a facilitator to work within the Western Australian Municipal Association so
WAMA can link in with local and State governments and the facilitators spread right
throughout Western Australia.
As Minister for State Development [ have made a major run throughout the central wheatbelt
areas. As a result of' discussions with councils in a range of areas of the whearbelt, the
Government has been able, in this Budget, to appoint a person in the Moora area to look after
State development. The Government has ensured that the person in Merredin who looks
after small business should be based and should live in Merredin. The Government has also
appointed an extra 1.5 FrEs to Narrogin and has linked Moora, Northam, Merredin and
Narrogin together so all of those people are able to work together on State and small business
development throughout the central wheatbelt area. The response to those decisions from
local shires throughout the central whearbelt area has been positive and contrasts remarkably
with the views expressed in the motion before the House.
The Government is also undertaking a further review of the fly in, fly out operations outside
the central whearbelt area. BHIP, for the first time in many years, has ensured that at its
Marfiana Creek project it will recruit people who live in the Pilbara for the operational phase
of that project rather than flying people in and out.
Dr Lawrence: The figures in the construction phase are very positive. A very high
proportion of people are coming from the local area.
Mr TAYLOR: We have received a positive response from the iron ore industry.
Mr Minson: Is that signed up or is it a verbal agreement?
Mr TAYLOR: That agreement is in writing and was arrived at from an exchange of letters
between BHP and me.
Mr Minson: I am pleased to hear that because when Big Bell Mines Pry Ltd was going on in
Geraldton we were going to do all those things. I do nor think Big Bell has an office there at
the moment.
Mr TAYLOR: I am disappointed with that and I am also disappointed with the decision
announced in the Federal Budget to increase fringe benefit taxes, because it will not help in
these matters. The Government has also proposed that the shires in the central whearbelt
should set up a regional council in the area. Presently there are three regional councils in that
area which are chaired by public servants. I have said that I would prefer one council be set
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up. That council should be represented by between 12 to 14 people and chaired by an
independent person who is not a public servant. The shires in the region have reacted
positively to that proposal because it is a good way of settling the jealousy that exists in the
central wheatbelt area.
Mr Cowan: There are two in central south that want to amalgamate.
Mr TAYLOR: They have agreed to amalgamate but there is a bit of byplay about whether
they want that to happen now. However, I am assuming that they do want to amalgamate
and am making sure that that will occur. I will also ensure that the council has an
independent chairman to oversee its recommendations and that it reports directly to me as the
Minister for State Development.
The Government has also set up the Pilbara 21 study chaired by Mr Larry Graham and
Mrs Pam Buchanan. The Government has allocated $200 000 in the Budget to that study.
The last study done of the Pilbara was conducted in the 1970s and was a joint State and
Commonwealth study which examined the economic future of that region. At that time it
was not known what would be the cost of the enormous gas resources which existed in the
area or how soon they could be developed. The present study will look at both the economic
and social issues in the Pilbara, and will be important to the future of that region.
Another critical decision - and I was surprised that neither of the members who have spoken
on this motion has referred to it - is the one I announced at the urban council conference
earlier this year. The Government has decided that the next major regional industrial areas in
Western Australia will not be located in Perth but will be based in Bunbury, Geraldton, the
Pilbara, Kalgoorlie and Northam. That is an important decision for the future of this State
and will ensure further regional growth and development in Western Australia. The
Government could have set up another Kwinana to the north of Perth at either Breton Bay or
Wilbinga. The Government did not do that despite enormous pressure for it to do so. The
reasons for the Government decision have been enunciated by me previously.

Mr Lewis: You saw the wisdom in our planning paper and realised it was the proper way to
go.
Mr TAYLOR: The member for Applecross' own colleagues were very confused when
responding to that decision. Some of them do not agree with it, some of them do not know
what they should do, and some are still trying to make up their minds. However, the member
for Applecross has supported our decision because he recognises; it is a very positive decision
and one that will affect Perth's future growth. If Perth continues to grow as it has done, in
50 years' time it will have a population between 2.7 million and three million people and that
will have an enormous impact on regional Western Australia and also on those job
opportunities in the central wheatbelt area that the Leader of the National Party referred to.
The member for Avon will be aware that the Government has conducted a survey in the
Northamn area to ascertain peoples' attitudes to industrial development in that area. The
results of that survey will soon be available. From the preliminary results I have received the
typical reaction has been that everyone wants industry but no-one wants industry associated
with hazardous or toxic waste. These days everyone wants clean industries.
Mr Minson: Everyone who has looked at it in Geraldton has accepted that it should be in the
north.
Mr TAYLOR: People like the member for Greenough cannot make up their minds where
they want this industry area located. Even Hon Eric Charlton, a member of the National
Party, said the other day that the Government should spend some money on industry, but in
the same breath also said that he did not know which would be the best site and that Boatenal
west would not be the best site. On the one hand he is telling the Government to spend some
money, but on the other hand he does not know where it should be spent. The members for
Greenough and Geraldton are in exactly the same position. They want the industry but only
if it is clean industry, and they do not know where to locate it.
Mr Minson: That is nonsense.
Mr TAYLOR: Where does the member want it put?

Mr Minson: Clean industry can operate at Bootenal and the other industry must go to the
other side of town.
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Mr TAYLOR: The member cannot have two sites located in Geraldton.
Mr Minson: You have got one site up there already and you do not need to create it, but you
do need to create a polluting site north of the town.
Mr TAYLOR: We no longer talk about polluting industries in Western Australia,
Mr Cowan: The first question must be: Where will you put the deep water port?
Mr TAYLOR: That will depend on what industry site is chosen. If it is to be at Bootenal
west, the deep water port should be south of Geraldton and if the industrial site is to be
located on the other side, the deep water port should be north of Geraldton. Otherwise, we
could concentrate on locating the site near the existing port. The Government has decided to
spend $6 million on dredging and deepening the Bunbury harbour. That is appropriate for
Bunbury's future and for the use of Kemerton as a major industrial site. Some very positive
things are happening in Northam and in my own area of Kalgoorlie. The Government is also
examining where is the best site for locating industry in the Pilbara. There is already a major
industry on the Burrup Peninsula and the Government has not decided whether there needs to
be another industrial site in the Port Hedland area. Of course, both of those sites have major
deep water ports available to them However, the decision to locate future sites for heavy
industries in Western Australia is an important one and I would be surprised if members on
both sides of the House did not support it.
Mr Cowan: Yes, we do.
Mr TAYLOR: I am pleased to hear that they support it.
I refer to the question of education in rural Western Australia and to the provision of training
in the wheatbelt. I have some papers about these matters. I understand that at the moment
the central wheatbelt region's training needs are served firstly, by the Department of
Technical and Further Education's regional ebordinator scheme, with regional coordinators
located at Northanm, Narrogin, Kellerberrin, Merredin *and Wagin, and it offers a range of
certificate courses, short vocational courses, access courses and apprenticeship support.
Secondly, as the Leader of the National Party mentioned, the Muresk Institute of Agriculture
provides higher education courses. There are some concerns about this and I am happy to
enumerate them to the House. First, the delivery of education and training resources in the
rural area must be coordinated and maximised to meet the need to increase the agricultural
industry's participation in post-compulsory education in order to improve performance and
international competitiveness.
I refer members to an issue which was raised in a debate earlier this year by the member for
Darling Range, and which has stuck in my mind. He mentioned that one of his daughters
who was teaching at Southern Cross had said that it was rare for farmers to send their
children to the local school. If members opposite from country areas are calling on the
Government to provide post-compulsory education they should also be calling on those
people who may be voting for them to make sure that they send their children to the local
school in an endeavour to support the education system.
Mr Cowan: Go and have a look at the options available at those high schools. You will then
understand one of the reasons people choose not to send their children to the local school.
When they are told that their child cannot do anything but jewellery making as a second
course, what do you think they will do?
Mr TAYLOR: I have a child who is 14 years old and he toes to a high school in the
metropolitan area and he has those kinds of courses available to him, as well as many others.
it is a chicken and egg situation in many ways if the courses are not available. One of the
reasons they are not available is that there a re not sufficient students; one of the reasons the
students are not there is that the courses are not available.
Mr Cowan: The inistry of Education is not prepared to spend additional money in the rural
areas.
Mr TAYLOR: The Leader of the National Party will find that the Ministry of Education is
prepared to spend money in those areas and I will give an example of that. As he said, we
need to stem the outflow of young people - that is exactly what I am talking about - and we
need to address the issue of training for farm workers, for when they are required, and to
provide support for financial management programs for farmers. We are looking at the
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possibility of addressing these concerns through the establishment of a network of
coordinated community learning centres to maximise training oppontunities in the region.
That is what is contained in the notes to me.
Mr Cowan: That is all very well, but the operative words are, "we are looking at".
Mr TAYLOR: What I am saying now is what we have decided to do.
The Leader of the Notional Party referred to West Ed Media and I will address that issue.
An open wheatbelt college would not be characterised by bricks and mortar, but by a
network of providers ranging from knowledgeable individuals in the commnity to leased
community facilities in small centres, all resourced and supported by the expertise of
traditional providers such as TAPE. Increasingly greater use could be made of distance
education technology to meet individual student needs. The combined cer.rral regional
development advisory committee proposed the concept of a multicanipus cormiy college
in the central wheatbelt area. I was part of that decision making process. As m%.mbers may
be aware, that committee supported the proposal for the Golden West Network Pty Ltd to
provide satellite television services to remote areas in Western Australia. It involves the
payment of a fee to Aussat Pty Ltd for the provision of its satellite services. I believe that the
fee is an absolute rip off and that is also the view of the people who use that service. We had
a long discussion with Aussat and the Golden West Network about this issue. Aussat did not
want to address the issue of the cost of the fee, but it was prepared to work with the
Governiment by making sure a better television and video service is provided to rural
Western Australia. Aussat was prepared to make the facilities available to us to do that.
As a result, and some members are obviously not aware of this, in August this year the
Government announced the launch of a project to deliver a wide range of innovative services
to rural Western Australia by satellite, which is to be known as Westlink. The project will
offer great scope to meet the needs of people in rural and remote areas. It will provide
information programs for farmers and pastoralists, community health seminars, video
conferences throughout the State and meetings with decision makers or visiting specialists.
Westlink will also identify innovative ways of providing better access to TAPE, tertiary and
school based courses and will offer better communication between local government
authorities. It is impossible for a TAFE college to be established in every wheatbelt town,
but it is possible to use modern communications to ensure that people have access to these
services.
In addition, Westlink will provide upper secondary school courses which will be delivered
via satellite to smaller country high schools which normally can offer only a limited number
of courses. Another identified need is for training courses for health workers, police, local
government officers and teachers in country towns. The Government is also looking at its
providing a means of giving evidence to courts rather than requiring people to travel to
certain areas.
Aussat will provide the Government with access to the satellite and with some equipment
and services. Westlink will be provided at no extra cost because the existing staff will
provide existing services in an alternative and more cost effective way. The effectiveness of
the project will be evaluated by its contribution to the quality of life in isolated areas, cost
effectiveness, potential for export of education and training courses, particularly to Asia, and
the extent to which it improves Government communications. Western Australia will be
well placed to take advantage of a new generation of telecommunications into the 1990s and
beyond. Aussat does support the project which is under way. [ suggest to members who
represent remote Western Australia that they speak to me and to the Minister for Services,
who has responsibility for this area, about the project because it provides the opportunity for
Western Australians to link into these services.
I refer now to what may or may not happen to West Ed Media. It has provided two main
functions; printing coordination and audiovisual production. As far as the Government is
concerned there will be no reduction in the service to regional or country schools as a result
of the closure of this facility. The Ed-TV service will continue to be broadcast through
GWN and will be coordinated through West Ed Media and managed by the Education
Ministry. In addition, planning is well advanced to ensure the continuity of the Ed-TV
function of West Ed Media. A substantial portion of the material broadcast over West Ed
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television is not produced by West Ed Media. Other sources of prograrmning include Edith
Cowan University, the Curtin University of Technology, TAFE colleges and other
independent organisations. A great many sources of programming are available, including
materials produced by other educational publishers and by contractors, private and otherwise.
The ministry has indicated that the Ed-TV programming is secondary and is not central to the
curriculum. Central curriculum materials are supplied by way of videotape. Westlink will
be a great advantage to Western Australia.
As I said at t beginning, the Government has not ignored rural Western Australians; it has
paid great attention to them. The Leader of the National Party has adopted an ostrich
mentality and has refused to acknowledge the good and caring work that is being done by
this Government in rural Western Australia. The Governiment has certainly done a darn sight
more for rural Western Australia than the Opposition did when it was in Government and it
is indicative of the strong position the Government adopts in supporting Western Australians
who live outside the metropolitan area.
MR MINSON (Creenough - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.50 pm]: I turn, first, to
the rural crisis. I was recently in Indonesia and one of the things chat struck me was how
cheap it was for someone to set up and conduct an industry in that country. It occurred to me
in keeping with the warning given by Sir Anti Parbo not long ago that we will have to
produce our way out of trouble. This House will have to do something soon to preserve the
rural population of this State. If we do not do that, there will not be many people left in
country areas. We will be shearing sheep, growing wheat and digging holes in the north west
for a long time, and in a much better way than at present if we are to work our way out of our
present economic problems.
I have no doubt that many of the dreams we have about downstream processing will be
difficult to realise because of the tremendous development taking place to the north of
Australia. We have not only a farming crisis but also a rural crisis. We have a single base
economy throughout most of Western Australia, which is one reason we are facing our
present problems. We must look to providing cheap industrial land and to doing something
about the up front costs, such as payroll tax and other expenses confronting industry when
staffing a new business, in particular when it is confronted with a greenfields situation,
otherwise any industry that commences operations in Western Australia will stick mainly to
the metropolitan area and will not go to the sorts of areas we are discussing at the moment.
Dr Lawrence: Is that the policy of the Liberal Party?
Mr MINSON: No. I am suggesting that many changes must be implemented. It was
interesting that when the Premier made her speech in Indonesia she said that the Government
would be offering up front cost reductions to Indonesian companies and joint venturers to set
up businesses in Western Australia. I suggest those incentives should be offered to Western
-Australian and Australian companies first.
Dr Lawrence: We do that now. The Minister for State Development has just mentioned a
major reduction in royalties and transport costs for Western Mining Corporation.
Mr MINSON: I have no time to argue with the Premier about that. We need a set of rules so
that people can look to Western Australia knowing it is worth their while to come here.
I turn to the availability and accessibility of training for rural people. The paper on
languages other than English was produced. I think, while the Premier was inister for
Education. Despite that, in Geraldton - and I think in all areas north of Perth - students can
no longer study languages at tertiary levels in Government schools. That is a problemn.
Despite repeated approaches by me to the ministry and the Minister for Education the
situation has not changed. I checked about an hour and a half ago to find that the situation at
the Geraldton Senior High School and the John Willeock Senior High School where more
than 100 year 8 and year 9 students are doing languages has not changed. Next year in
Geraldton some 15 students will wish to continue to do languages, but no commitment has
been given that will enable them to continue their studies. I do not have time to read out all
the information I have about that matter.
I am concerned that the Government does not acknowledge the many skills of farmers when
they are required to retrain, and it is time it did so. Some are good welders, fitters and
turners, and so on. I think offering weekly or fortnightly lectures at some technical and
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further education colleges would tap into and train farmers who either want to leave the land
or will have to leave it. I do not have time to develop that idea now but may have an
opportunity to do so during the Budget debate. A case can be made for allowing travelling
expenses for people who must travel 200 or 300 kilornetres. to attend TAFE lectures to access
further education opportunities. I turn now to West Ed Media. I am a little sceptical that the
expertise currently exists elsewhere to produce what is required at the level normally
delivered by West Ed Media, which produces video, curricula material, art work and so on. I
doubt whether TAFE has any spare personnel at the moment to produce the material required
with its present staff levels. To do so it would have to employ more staff and consequently
there would be no savings. People should acknowledge that West Ed is a specialist
organisation and should think twice before dismantling it.
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [3.56 pm]: This is a matter of great importance
to the Government. If it were not, we would not have spent so much time and energy on
addressing the problems of the rural economy. I am disappointed that the Opposition,
particularly the Leader of the National Party, has taken the view that we have not done so. It
is implicit in the motion that we have not been serious in addressing this issue. The Leader
of the National Party would know, as has been revealed in the paper 'Country Towns - a
Future Or a Funeral?", that for the past 100 years Governments have been looking at the trend
towards the reduction in the size of rural communities and the number and size of rural
towns. That process, sadly, goes on inexorably and is not likely to be reversed easily. In my
view it is something chat must be reversed. I have given a commitment to that on many
occasions and I believe we have given flesh to that commitment with an active program
seeking to ensure investment and establishment of Government services in country areas.
We have also implemented capital investment in country areas and support for country
business is available so that it will develop and start to reverse the trend we are seeing. It is
important to recognise that certain parts of the State which are reasonably described as
country areas have had a substantial growth in the size of their towns, the number of people
resident in those towns and investment in the area. The Pilbara and the Kimberley both fit
that category, in particular the Pilbara, as does the south west of the State. That was
acknowledged in the document "Save our Towns" and the conference that followed.
Mr Cowan: I could get growth out of the central wheatbelt if I spent $45 a head on regional
development.
Dr LAWRENCE: It is interesting to hear the Leader of the National Party say that. I agree
with him. What has happened in the south west is an indication of a number of things.
Firstly -
Mr Cowan: Pork-barrelling.
Dr LAWRENCE: It is not pork-barrelling. It would be possible using that model to develop
a regional area rapidly. The Leader of the National Party must acknowledge that investment
and the variety of resources available in the south west is considerably greater than anyone
can contemplate in the wheatbelt- It is not worth being cute about that. There is a serious
problem in the wheatbelt which we have acknowledged and to which we have given effect
by our commitment to underwrite the wheat price. We have gone beyond that. We have not
sat on our hands and said, "That is all we need do for the rural sector for the next 20 years."
Several members interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: As Dr Manea said -
Several members interjected.
Dr LAWRENCE: I do not have sufficient voice to shout over the Leader of the National
Party as I have laryngitis, but this matter is too important to give up on. It would be wise for
the Leader of the National Party to work with the Government on this matter as he has
worked with the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation to ensure there is a climate of
opinion in this State that supports regional development.
The Deputy Premier announced some time ago the Government's policy of ensuring future
heavy industry development is encouraged in regional centres. The Government did not take
the option recommended to it by the Confederation of Australian Industry and other bodies,
supported in large measure by the Liberal Party, of putting another such development in the
metropolitan area. That wouid have added to the problems of the metropolitan region and to
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the difficulties of the rural sector. This is a concrete proposal, again opposed by the Liberal
Parry, which would have had an immediate effect on country town development. There is a
degree of inconsistency on the pant of members opposite. One of the things we have recently
announced is our desire to ensure that the rural sector, the country towns the member is
talking about, benefit from the relocation of the Midland saleyard. Midland was once a quasi
rural area. It is nor now; it is right in the middle of urban development. We could have said,
"We will put up with the inconvenience, the environmental problems and the social
problems." Obviously there are some people in Midland who want to keep it there, and we
might have been advised to do that for political reasons, but we saw this as an opportunity for
country towns -
Mr Macinnon: You are talking about resuming land -

Dr LAWRENCE: I have a minute to go, I do not have very much voice, and I amn not
prepared to shout over the Leader of the Opposition who constantly shows himself incapable
of decency in these matters. I urge him to put his money where his mouth is. We are asking
for full cooperation from the shires. I believe that there are country towns which would
benefit enormously from a facility like this saleyard which would more than adequately
support the rural sector. I oppose this motion very strongly. The Deputy Premier has given
more comprehensive reasons for our doing so, but I not only reject but also resent any
suggestion that we are not committed to country towns.
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [4.01 pm]: The nub of the motion is the third paragraph. Apart
from the fifth paragraph, I would not think members would disagree with the motion. If
members do not view the current economic conditions in country areas as a threat to the
existence of many country communities, they are our of touch with the current economic
conditions. Even from my city base I can see that many country communities, in fact
probably all of them, are very much threatened by current economic conditions. The second
paragraph notes the contents of a report and suggests that it provides a blueprint, and from
my reading it certainly does. The fourth paragraph also notes a report. So the nub is this
third paragraph. Some of the points made by the Premier and the Deputy Premier indicate
that the Government has made some effort in the direction of trying to address the rural crisis
and the problems in country towns. This issue should not be party based at all. As the
Premier said, over the years Governments have preached decentralisation, but they have not
practised it. It is about time Governments started to take a different attitude. After all, the
proportion of the State's population in the metropolitan area has increased continually since
federation, and it has now reached the point where the Department of Planning and Urban
Development has forecast that by the year 2020 the population of Perth will have reached
two million. Even the Department of Planning and Urban Development's options for
regional development do nor expect to steer more than a very small percentage of that growth
towards rural centres. Its options tend to favour growth diverted to the peripheries; between
Perth and Bunbury to the south and Yanchep northwards.
Mr Trenorden: Decentralisation to Midland.
Dr ALEXANDER: That is another issue. Decentralisation within the metropolitan area is
the policy, but not beyond.
Several members inteiJected.
Dr ALEXANDER: I think the third paragraph is overstated. I do not think the
Government's response is totally inadequate; neither do I think it is adequate. While the
Government has made the right decision in wanting to steer industry from the metropolitan
area towards country and rural centres, that is secondary industry. However, the growth area
is not in secondary industry any longer, it has not been for some time. The statistics show
that growth is in tertiary industry. There do not seem to be many efforts to decentralise
tertiary industry such as the information industry, the education industry and so forth: The
service sector of the economy. This is evident particularly in the education area. The Edith
Cowan University, which was set up last year by a Stature of this Parliament, has a campus
in Bunbury, but very little effort seems to have been made to decentralise the Edith Cowan
University to that campus or to any other areas of Western Australia.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! It is becoming increasingly difficult to hear the member for Perth.
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Dr ALEXANDER: Another area concerns Government services. While the Government
claims it is supportive of the development of country towns - and while Bunbury 2000 is in
action let us focus some growth on the Bunbury area - other rural areas have missed out to a
great degree. The move towards growth outside the metropolitan area is not necessarily a
totally political decision, as interpreted by the Liberal Party, but other area have been
ignored in that process. Government services and populations in centres like Northam,
which are belatedly receiving some attention, have declined massively over the last 10 years.
Let us look at the Westrail staff, which has been slashed by more than 50 per cent in the rural
areas.
Mr Trenorden: Northami has suffered the highest cut.
Dr ALEXANDER: And there has been little effort to replace them. Governments, whether
actively or otherwise, have Worked against the decentralisation of services, and the net result
has been that Government services have expanded in the metropolitan area.

Amendmnent to Motion
Dr ALEXANDER: I move -

To delete the word "totally" in paragraph (c).
Amendment put and passed.

Motion - as Amended
Motion, as amended, put and a division taken with the following result -

Dr Alexander
Mr CJ, Barnett
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Clarko
Dr Constabte
Mr Court
Mr Cowan

Mr Bridge
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham
Mr Donovan
Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop
Mr Graham

Mrs Edwardes
Mr Grayden
Mr House
Mr Kierath
Mr Lewis
Mr Macinnon
Mr McNee

Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hilt
Mr Kobelke
Dr Lawrence
Mr Leahy
Mr Marlborough

Ayes (26)
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omodei
Mr Shave
Mr Strickland
Mr Thompson
Mr Trenorden

Noes (25)
Mr McGinty
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr Ripper
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr PJ. Smith
Mr Taylor

Mr Fred Tubby
Dr Turnibull
Mr Watt
Mr Wiese
Mr Etaikie (Teller)

Mr Thomas
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Watkins (Teller)

Pairs
Mr Blotfwitch
Mr Ainsworthi

Motion, as amended, thus passed.

Mr Troy
Mrs Beggs

FITZGERALD STREET BUS BRIDGE BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Dr Alexander, and read a first time.

DECORUM OF THE CHAMBER
THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): Over the last couple of weeks it seems to have
become the practice for members of this House on both sides - but more particularly
members of the Government - to simply wander in front of the member who is speaking.
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Mr Marlborough: I never do that.
Several members inceijected.
The SPEAKER: Before the member stands up and takes that advice, I should say chat it is
extraordinary for me to take this point of view of this offence because it is one that upsets me
intensely.
Mr Court: He has got me a few times.
The SPEAKER: Absolutely! I have no intention of going lightly on the next Government
member who does that. I happen to be a close personal friend of the member for Peel, so
standing up and saying that he will not do that again, or something like that, would be nice.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Now that it has been brought to my attention in such an eloquent
manner by you, Mr Speaker, I certainly will not do that again.

HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now considered.
Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chain, Mr Wilson (Minister for Health)
in charge of the Bill.
The amendments made by the Council were as follows -
No 1
Clause 2, page 2, line 8 - To add after the word "proclamation" the following words -

and in any event this Act, or so much of it as has not been proclaimed, shall come into
operation 18 months after the date upon which it receives the Royal Assent.

No 2
Clause 3, page 10, lines 3 and 4 - To delete "Companies (Western Australia) Code" and
substitute "Corporations Law".
No 3
Clause 3, page 12, line 17 - To delete " "a person" " and substitute the following -

a "person"
No 4
Clause 6, page 18, line 6 - To delete "(I) or".
No 5
Clause 16, page 35, lines 23 to 30 - To delete subsection (3) and substitute the following -

(3) (a) Where notice of motion to disallow any proposed Rule is given in either
House the proposed Rule shall not be given effect unless and until -

(i) the motion has been defeated or the notice or the motion withdrawn; or
(ii) if the motion Or notice of it has lapsed by prorogation or dissolution,

notice of a motion to disallow the Rule has not been given within
14 sitting days of the commencement of sitting of Parliament next
after such prorogation or dissolution; 'or

(iii) such further motion has been dealt with in accordance with
subparagraphs (i) or (ii).

(b) Where a resolution disallowing any proposed Rule has been passed by
either House that Rule shall be deemed revoked and shall not be given
effect.

No 6
Clause 19, page 38, line 27 - To delete "section 14(2) and of section 29(5)(a)" and substitute
the following -
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sections 14(3), 29(5)(a) and 39(2)(a).
No?7
Clause 27, page 52, line 4 - To delete the semicolon and substitute a full stop.
NoB9
Clause 32, page 59, line 29 - To delete ", unless section 35(l)(c) applies,'.
No 9
Clause 36, page 65, after line 15 - To add a new subclause (3) as follows -

(3) Where a suspension, cancellation or revocation has been imposed with
immediate effect pursuant to section 36(2)(a) arid the licensee has commenced ant
appeal under section 42 then, unless a Judge otherwise orders, which order may be
upon terms including terms as to undertakings by the Commissioner of Health as to
damages, such suspension, cancellation or revocation shall lapse or be rescinded at
the expiration of 21 days from the commencement of such appeal,

No 10
Clause 37, page 65, line 17 - To delete "Where" and substitute "If".
No 11
Clause 37, page 65, line 19 - To insert after "and", the word "that".
No 12
Clause 38, page 66, line 28 - To insert after "Council,", the following -

or if it appears to the Commissioner that a penalty provided by section 40(1)(a)
to (f) may not be appropriate and the Commissioner reponts the matter for
disciplinary action to the Council,

No 13
Clause 54, page 94, after line 4 - To add a new subelause (6) as follows -

(6) Notwithstanding anything in this section to the contrary, the powers
conferred hereunder shall only be exercised at reasonable times and at reasonable
intervals unless the authorized officer has good grounds or a reasonable belief for
doing otherwise and has prior to exercising the powers other than at reasonable times
and intervals recorded his grounds or beliefs in writing and signed that record and had
his signature witnessed in writing, noting the date and time of signature. The
authorized officer shall place his record of grounds upon a register kept by the
Commissioner of Health for that purpose as soon as practicable.

No 14
Clause 57, page 98, lines 12 to 15 - To delete subparagraph (c).
No 15
Clause 57, page 99, lines 13 to 16 - To delete subclause (I I).
Mr WILSON: Irrmove -

That the Council's amendments be agreed to.
Because I believe that enough words have been exchanged in both places regarding this Bill,
I will comment briefly. I note that amendments Nos 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 11I are
improvements to the Bill from an editing perspective, as advised by the Parliamnentary
Counsel. The remainder of the amendments also add to the functioning of the legislation.
The amendment to clause 2 will ensure proclamation within 18 months. The amendment to
clause 16 effectively clarifies the process by which any proposed rule will be affirmed by the
Parliament. The amendment to clause 36 will bring any appeal urgently to the Supreme
Court by imposing a 21 day time limit after which a suspension or cancellation lapses. The
amendment to clause 38 clarifies the Commissioner of Health's authority for dealing with
matters of discipline within the Act. The amendment to clause 54 adds a responsibility for
the authorised officer to record the grounds upon which any powers were exercised at other
than reasonable times. The amendments to clause 57 affect the use of evidence in
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disciplinary or offence hearings. The deletion of clause 57(7)(c) removes the automatic use
of notification in the Governent Gazette as evidence, and the deletion of clause 57(1 1)
removes evidence from an employee from what is admissible in proceedings against the
licensee.
Mr MINSON: I agree with the Minister's comments. I did not agree with his sentiments the
other day on taxation deductions for private health insurance, but we agree on two things
today: Firstly, that the amendments are okay and, secondly, that enough words have been
said on this matter. The amendments add to the Bill rather than detract from it and will make
interpretation easier. The Liberal Party supports the amendments.
Mr WIESE: I will make a brief comment on the principle being espoused in amendment No
5. We should ensure that primary legislation with a similar clause which allows rules,
notices or codes of conduct to be the means by which changes will be introduced must be
submitted to the Parliament for change or alteration and be subject to scrutiny by the
Parliament and, if necessary, disallowance by the Parliament. It is important that we
continue to espouse that principle and are vigilant to ensure that it is implemented in all
cases. The National Party supports the amendments.
Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading - Budge: Debate

Debate resumed from 12 September.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [4.25 pm]: The points I will make relate in substance to
equity. A great deal of inequity exists between city and country and this Budget has done
nothing to appease that situation. I do not recall a time, as a member of Parliament, when I
have been more angry. The Commonwealth's report, "Toward a National Education and
Training Strategy for Rural Australians", is very damning of this Government and of the
operations of TAFE. I say that as sincerely as I can. It is an appalling situation that people
are deliberately kept away from education and there is no other context in which it can be
taken. I will highlight a number of areas in this very substantial report. T'he working party
was chaired by a member of the National Board of Employment, Education and Training,
and comprised nominees from the Schools Council, the Hfigher Education Council, the
Employment and Skills Formation Council, the Department of Primary Industries and
Energy, and representatives from the Department of Employment, Education and Training's
schools curriculum division and policy secretariat. I am concerned about a number of issues
in this report which are very fundamental. The report states -

Another somewhat surprising although more disturbing - statistic is that non-
metropolitan young adults, particularly in the 20-24 age group, are only participating
in higher education at one-half the rate of their metropolitan counterparts.

I am concerned that young adults from the country are participating at half the rate of young
adults in the metropolitan area. flat is an appalling statistic. The report states that three
major gaps have been identified- They are -

participation by non-metropolitan young people in senior secondary schooling,
particularly those living in remote areas;
participation by the 15-29 age group in higher education and TAFE apprentice and
trainee training; and
participation by the adult non-metropolitan workforce in skills training and re-
skilling. in both award and industry-based tr-aining programs across a range of
enterprises.

These are gaps in the system. Another section of the reports deals with rural economies.
The report states -

The economies of Australian rural regions and the urban centres located within them
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clearly depend very heavily on the ability of Australia to export a wide range of
primary products, either raw or partly processed. The agricultural and mining
industries alone account for 80 per cent of Australia's merchandise exports. This has
meant that the capacity of other countries to compete in the production of such
commodities and, to an increasing degree, the will of foreign governments to
intervene to set artificial commodity prices can have a dramatic impact on the
wellbeing of particular rural regions and communities in Australia.

We all know that is true. Prom listening to our Federal counterparts and speeches made in
this House, there is absolutely no doubt that we must get involved in value added processing.
The report points out that rural people are involved in primary production and it lists such
things as wool, wheat, and meat to which we should be adding value. However, to do that
skills are needed, and what is this Government doing about supplying skills to people in rural
areas of the State? The answer is, nothing.
I will quote later what the Government says about the delivery of TAFFE services in this
State. The report also states -

A recent paper prepared by the Rural and Provincial Policy Unit of the Department of
Primary Industries and Energy outlines a number of factors which distinguish rural
communities and which contribute to rural disadvantage:

Those factors include sparse distribution of Government agencies, high service costs, high
costs of living, sensitivities to international prices, and poor access to information on services
and facilities. This list of disadvantages in the system has not been recognised and acted
upon by this Government- The difference between the completion rate of year 12 students in
metropolitan areas and non-metropolitan areas is 13; that is a ratio of 58:45. The completion
rate by year 12 students in country areas is appalling and it is disgusting that the Government
and education providers in this State are doing absolutely nothing about it.

Mr Kobelke: Were they better under the previous Government?
Mr TRENORDEN: This Government has been in office for nearly 10 years. TAPE was not
an option in those days and is still not an option. The Government is spending $130 million
on the provision of TAPE and it believes that unless a town is located near the sea education
does not need to be extended to it. There is nowhere in this State, outside the coastal areas,
where tertiary education exists and the Government promotes that philosophy.
Mr Thomas: Where is the National Party's office?
Mr TRENORDEN: The National Party does not have an education office. My office is in
the main street of Northam and Hon Eric Chariton's is down the road. The Government
spends $130 million on TAPE and it will not supply 73 000 people in my region with that
facility. TAPE is denied them. The Government has been in office since 1983 and that
denial has been a deliberate policy over that time.
Mr Kobelke: That is not related.
Mr TRENORDEN: The report explains how they are related and states -

the fact that in both Western Australia and Tasmania the gap between metropolitan
and non-metropolitan completion rates has apparently widened since 1984 ...

flat has occurred since this Government has come to office and it is the direct responsibility
of the Government. [ am very angry about this issue, The gap between metropolitan and
non-metropolitan areas has widened. That is a damnation on this State.
Mr Kobelke: Has the retention rate in the country increased?
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes, but the retention rate in the city has increased at twice the rate of
that in the country.
Mr Read: So, there has been an increase but not by as much as in the metropolitan area?
Mr TRENORDEN: It has increased because people in the country are prepared to pay
between $4 000 and $6 000 for that increase to occur. In the metropolitan area people pay a
few hundred dollars but in the country people pay between $4 000 and $6 000. Is that
equity?
Mr Read: YOU Pay for what?
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Mr TRENORDEN: People pay for their children to live in country hostels. The report says
that the Melbourne University estimates that over and above the living expenses at home it
costs between $4 000 and $6 000 to educate children in rural Western Australia. Is that
equitable? It is an appalling statistic and a damnation of the way this State Government
operates.
Mr Kobelke: What you are arguing for is equity in outcomes but not equity in actual
provision.
Mr TRENORDEN: The outcomes and delivery should be equal.
Mr Kobelke: I hope you are consistent in other areas.
Mr TRENORDEN: The member can tell me what he wants me to talk about.
Mr Read: You are talking about equity only in country towns,
Mr TRIENORDEN: I will refer to that with a quote in a moment. However, I refer to the
report in answer to an earlier interjection. The report states -

The participation rates of rural and remote students are considerably below that of
urban students; in fact, they were approximately half the urban participation rates.
Taken on a State-by-State basis, though, it is interesting to note that those States with
the largest number of non-metropolitan higher education institutions (New South
Wales, Victoria and Queensland) had the highest rural and remote participation rates
and those States had no major institutions outside the capital city (South Australia
and Western Australia) had the lowest rural and remote participation rates.

The report found that access to education directly correlates to participation rates in year 12.
The obvious implication of that is if children do not see education opportunities existing
beyond year 12 they will not bother to go to year 12. Children will grab the first job
opportunity that crops up. The Leader of the National Party said in the previous debate that
the only tertiary institution outside the metropolitan area was Muresk Institute of Agriculture.
Last year Curtin University of Technology, the University of Western Australia and
Murdoch University wanted to close Muresk in order to increase student numbers at those
institutions. If the State Government needs to do anything in education it should advance
education in agriculture and mining.
Mr P.J. Smith: That is a Federal responsibility. We could not even get Federal funding for
the university in flunbury.
Mr TRJENORDEN: I am not saying that it is all the State Government's fault; however, the
universities were interested only in the delivery of education in the city so they could
increase their student numbers. They were not interested in the delivery of education per se.
The report also states -

Melbourne University Student Financial Aid calculated that this additional cost
would be about $4000 to $6000 per year over and above the cost of maintaining a
student at home.

The report refers to the recent report "AUSTUDY - Rural Inequities" which has just been
released and which makes good reading because Austudy and other allowances also
definitely disadvantage country children. However, that is for another debate. There are
many children in the country who do not receive education because they do not have any
access to it. It is terrible that Austudy is not available to many of those children. The report
also points out a number of principles which include -

Non-metropolitan people are entitled to equitable access to education arnd training at a
personal cost comparable to that of metropolitan people.

Who will dispute that principle? This Stare Government and the people who deliver TAPE
in this State dispute that because they deliberately deny access to that facility to the 73 000
people in the area in which I live. That is an appalling siwuation' The report also asked if the
financial costs to the individual undertaking this course or training program would be the
same regardless of whether the person came from the metropolitan or non- metropolitan
location. The Government's answer to that question is a joke. In this State unless a person is
prepared to put his hand in his pocket tertiary education is not available to him. That is a fact
which cannot be disputed. Principle No 2 states -
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Non-metropolitan communities are entitled to quality assurance in program
development, provision and delivery.

That is a joke. My last quote was referred to earlier. It states -
On the other hand, in regions such as the Central Wheatbelt of Western Australia, the
Riverland region of South Australia, inland Queensland, the West Coast of Tasmania
or almost anywhere outside Darwin in the Northern Teritory, reasonable access to
post-compulsory education and training is minima].

Mr P.J. Smith: It has always been like that, not just under this Government. These are
Federal responsibilities. It funds on a population basis and it will not fund in sparsely
populated areas.
Mr TRENORDEN: What about the budget of $130 million plus? What about those funds?
Mr P.J. Smith: Those funds go to supporting the existing TAPE areas.
Mr TRENORDEN: Thar is right. It is the Government's belief chat if these areas are not
close to sea water, no education will be provided. Will the member name me a place where
it is done differently?
Mr Kobelke: Kalgoorlie.
Ms TRENORDEN: That is not TAPE; that is the Curtin University of Technology.
Mr Kobelke: It is tertiary!
Mr TRENORDEN: But no State money is spent there; it is Federal money- Will the
member name me a place in this State away from sea water to which State funds are
allocated? There is nowhere.
Mr P.J. Smith: They go to areas where the Federal Government will support us.
Mr TRENORDEN: To places where the Government wants them to go.
Two years ago I spoke with Kevin Woods when he was the acting head of TAPE about the
delivery of TAPE services to the area about which 1 am talking. Hie gave me a bucket of
promises and I now do not hold his word in very high regard. He has been damned like
everybody else in the report. We were told to hold fire and see what happened with the
Midland Regional College of TAFE. There are 73 000 people in chat Midland area, an area
larger than Bunbury. I am not suggesting that Bunbury should not have a TAFE; it should.
However, there are only 30 000 people in Bunbury and approximately 20 000 people in
Geraldton.
Mr P.1. Smith: Bunbury probably has the same population in the same spread of area.
Mr TRENORDEN: Albany encroaches on the Bunbury area also.
Mr P.J. Smith: It is not the Bunbury TAFE; it is the south west college.
Ms TRENORDEN: Yes, but the region about which I am talking has 73 000 people with no
real access to TAFE. We were told that Midland would be a part of that region and interact
with it. However, we have been told these things for 100 years in rural Western Australia.
An institution placed in the metropolitan area does not deliver to the country. The reason is
that the people who have responsibility for running them do things for their own patch. The
people responsible for running the college at Midland do not consider our area part of their
patch and I do not blame them. I blame the Director of TAFE and the Government for not
delivering anything to our part of the world or delivering so little that the report to which I
referred calls it minimal.
Last year Midland TAPE received approximately $6 million. The amount allocated for
regional centres was $685 000. I will bet that, if we worked out the figures it would be found
that some of that allocation of $685 000 would be used for the people sitting in Midland who
are meant to be in the regional areas. The TAFE centre at Northamn will probably receive no
more than $100 000. Moora and places like that will get nothing. Merredin gets promises of
interaction and the program to which the member for Merredin will refer later is ready to go
except that nobody will fund it. Narrogin will get nothing. Nonhamn is to get two full time
people. Approximately 1 000 students will leave school this year and we all know chat
TAFE does not exist to serve only them. We hope that it will serve also mature age people.
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Therefore, approximately 2 000 people would like access to TAPE but cannot because the
Government will not fund it.
I have with me a two year old publication which indicates that the TAPE centre at B alga
received close to $4 million, Bentley $4.4 million, Carine $4.6 million, Carlisle $3.5 million,
Thomlie $5.8 million, Wembley $4.8 million, Fremantle $7.9 million, Leederville
$6.2 million, Mt Lawley $5.2 million, Rockingham $3.2 million and Perth $10 million. The
relationship between the student numbers and the amount of funding is in excess of
$1 million per 1 000 students. If that formula were applied across regions, my region would
receive close to $3 million. Why can we not have this facility? Why is this one of the few
States that refuses to cake TAFE outside Urban areas? As I said, if we are not close to sea
water, we are not allowed to have TAPE. Why is that so? It is because the Government and
the top people in TAPE do not want to deliver. Those people and the Government stand
condemned. I will go back to my patch and cell my people that the position adopted by the
administration of TAFE and the Government is indefensible. We all know that a person's
ability to obtain a job and thus a good wage depends on training and education and this
Government will not let us have it. The Government will feel some pain on this issue
because the decision cannot be justified.
The Labor Party loves talking about social equity. Where is the social equity in this deal?
What hope do these kids who are leaving school have? Kevin Woods told me to send them
to Perth. However, that costs parents $4 000 to $6 000.
Mr Shave: What if you don't have the money?
Mr TRENORDEN: Then these kids do not get educated and become second class people. If
the parents have the money their kids will receive an education in the metropolitan area.
I am rather steamed up and a little annoyed. The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
refer to the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust on page 114. Seventy per cent of
people live in the metropolitan area and 30 per cent live outside the area. The concessions
given to pensioners, the unemployed and students total $120 million under that item.
Transperth delivers transport to people in the metropolitan area whereas Weserail delivers
transport to people in country areas and Westrail received concessions totalling $3.5 million.
Where is the equity for a pensioner living in Beverley? When the National Party is in
Government it will give pensioners who live in the rural areas a concession on theft vehicle
registration fees. It will provide some form of equity with the metropolitan area. How can
the Government justify spending $120 million in the metropolitan area and only $3.5 mifllion
for country residents? It is impossible to justify that inequity. The National Party voted in
favour of the allocation in the Budget to the northern suburbs railway because it believes that
people living in the northern suburbs deserve a reasonable transport system. The cost of that
system will be approximately $200 million. In the next Budget the allocation will be
$150 million, yet the allocation to the country areas will still be only $3.5 million. When the
National Party asks for a commuter service to be provided to Northam, which may cost
$50 000 annually, the Government screams and asks how anyone can justify running a
service at a loss. At the same time it is prepared to spend $120 million in the metropolitan
area in order to provide a service to people living in that area. When allocations are made in
the metropolitan area they are justified on the basis of providing a service but, when
allocations are requested for the rural area we are told that the principle of user pays must
apply. It is a totally indefensible situation and the Government should be ashamed of it.
This inequity applies in other areas, such as the closure of hospitals and schools in country
areas. The Wandering Primary School is an example of a country school which is under
threat. Wandering is an isolated community south east of Armadale and just outside the
metropolitan area. It is about 40 to 50 kilometres from Beverley, and approximately the
same distance from any other town. The threatened closure of this school is another example
of the way in which this Government treats people in country areas.
Mr Shave: They certainly could not run the railway to Fremnan tle on a user pays basis.
Mr TRENORDEN:- That is the point. The Government seems to feel it is reasonable for the
railways to run to and from Fremantle because the people in the metropolitan area need the
service, but the people in Northam must pay for any service they receive. We constantly
hear chose types of comments and they should not be allowed to continue.
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I refer to an issue relating to Homeswest properties. I am very annoyed about a situation
which has arisen in my electorate, and which no doubt has occurred in other electorates; that
is, when Homeswest arranges for loans to enable individuals to purchase their home and
those people do not keep up with their mortgage commitments. The house then becomes the
responsibility of Homeswest. In one case in my electorate a house was purchased by
individuals, with the assistance of Homeswest, at a cost of $57 000. The purchasers did not
meet their repayment commitments and eventually it was necessary for the house to be sold.
A few weeks ago it was sold by Homeswest for $28 000. In less than two years the value of
the house had fallen by almost $30 000, and Homeswest was required to pick up the tab. I
would not be surprised if the tenants, who were given a mortgage to purchase the home and
did not keep up the repayments - and did not maintain the house to a satisfactory standard -
applied to Homeswest at a later date for further accommodation. It is not the frst time this
situation has arisen in my electorate, and I am sure it happens in other electorates in this
State. It is unacceptable for a Government agency to bear those costs. Homeswest should
assess its procedures with regard to mortgages for home purchases so that when this situation
arises - I acknowledge that it happens only occasionally with a few individuals - it is not
burdened with heavy costs. The money lost in the case to which I have referred is not
recoverable from the individuals involved.
This year witnessed the sad event of the closure of the Toodyay Race Club. Unfortunately,
the Western Australian Turf Club will not allocate any race meetings to the Toodyay Race
Club.
Mr Strickland: Do you remember when the whole race meeting came to a standstill because
the Minister was arriving in a helicopter, which frightened the horses, and they had to wait
until the helicopter landed?
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes, it was a very famous occasion for the Toodyay Races.
Mr Bridge: I was not the Minister involved.
Mr TRENORDEN: No, it was not the member for Kimberley. The decision by the Western
Australian Turf Club is very questionable. It will not allow even one race meeting a year to
be held at Toodyay. I remind members that the Avon Descent has the highest participating
audience of any sport in this State, and that the Northam to Toodyay section of the Avon
Descent is finished by lunchtime. On that occasion tens of thousands of people are in the
Toodyay area, and there are no other activities there in the afternoon. I ani sure that a large
percentage of them would attend a race meeting in Toodyay, if only the Turf Club would
allow a race meeting to be held on that day. The Turf Club has made an appalling decision,
not only for the historic Toodyay Race Club and the residents of Toodyay, but also for the
racing industry generally. The industry is crying out for people to participate in the sport. It
seems to have become addicted to the Totalisator Agency Board, and to feel it cannot survive
without it. A decade ago many people went on course to the races, the trots and the dogs.
However, they do not do so any longer, and the industry is doing very little to encourage
people to attend race meetings. A race meeting at Toodyay on Avon Descent day would be a
good opportunity to encourage people to become involved in racing, but the Turf Club will
not take that opportunity. It takes the easy way out. I advised the Turf Club committee of
my opinion, but its members disagreed with me. This decision will cost the industry dearly.
The question of encouraging industry to develop in rural Western Australia is an important
one. I am not one to say that members on this side of the House have nothing in the Budget
for which to be appreciative. The Minister for Water Resources is in the Chamber at present
and [ commend him on the approval given for the extension of a water supply to the area of
Warinine. I do not know whether the Environmental Protection Authority has any objections
to it but I do not think it will have. Approximately 100 residents living in this area, close to
the Kalgoorlie pipeline, have been without a water supply for 100 years. As a result of the
Minister's action, that will no longer be the case. Ihe Minister and his department deserve a
bouquet, and the officers of the Northanm branch of the Water Authority deserve the highest
praise for the manner in which they have dealt with this proposal. I hope the Minister will
convey to them my gratitude and that of the people in the Warinine area.
Last night a meeting was held of the Avon Community Development Foundation. That
foundation is an exemplary model of how we should become involved in regional
development. The National Party, when in C;overnment in a few months' time, will adopt
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that model. The people at the meeting handed two bouquets to politicians outside that
region. The first was to Hon Barry House, a member of the other Chamber, who has been a
supporter of the system for several years. The second, and by no way last, was to the Deputy
Premier, the member for Kalgoorlie, for the decisions he has made about regional
development, which have proved substantial to the Avon region because the proposed
industrial park will now be developed and will supply quality jobs and turn around the
situation in Avon. Members probably have little knowledge of the Avon Community
Development Foundation. That foundation will praise the Government for its activities in
respect of regional development, but it will also - and I have no control over it, because it is
totally independent - kick the Government for any services that it fails to provide; for
example, TAFE facilities and the delivery of health services. A proposal has been put to the
Federal Government that will allow nursing homes to become an extension of country
hospitals, and their resources to be shared. It is not likely that proposa will be accepted,
because the Federal Govemnment does not like mixing Federal and State funds, even when it
is the same people to whom those services ar-e delivered. The current situation is appalling,
but I am not prepared to comment too much on it in case the Federal Government makes the
correct decision. However, I do not believe that is likely, from the rumours I have heard.
During the last few weeks one of the most disturbing features which has become apparent
from the people who visit my electorate office is that few people are pranted legal aid.
Mr Graham: I remember an excellent speech on that subject.
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes; it was the member's speech. Can we both agree that the member
got absolutely nowhere because the situation has deteriorated?'
Mr Graham: We can.
Mr TR.ENORDEN: It is sad that people who have a case that is totally defensible cannot get
access to a lawyer. I am pleased that both the member and I have compassion for those
people who are terrified at the prospect of going into a court because they have no
understanding of the procedures, and who are told by the Legal Aid Commission that they
will have to represent themselves. The delivery of legal services in this State is in cnisis.
The Law Society has been trying for some time to improve the situation, but something must
be done to break the impasse because if people cannot get access to legal services, the system
must be changed. I do not say that lightly because I would like to see lawyers do what
lawyers do, but the system cannot afford to operate in the way in which it is operating now.
Mr Graham: it is because lawyers are running a closed shop.
Mr TRENORDEN: There are plenty of closed shops around the place.
I am concerned also about the delivery of education. When the National Party is elected to
govern in a few months, it will seek to place in the central wheatbelt area, with
73 000 people, a community college. That community college will be based on the
technology that is available today - that is, video compassing and other mechanisms - to
deliver education to a vast number of areas. if there are four or five students in each of
Merredin, Narrogin, Moora or any other place, that will be sufficient to set up a course. We
will deliver education to those people, but we will look also at making the Muresk Institute
of Agriculture part of that community college. Muresk must become involved in research,
because those members who have been involved in education will know that lecturing and
research go hand in hand, and that research enhances the position and reputation of lecturers.
The fodder industry is a substantial industry, and the issue of exporting fodder to Asia could
be developed further with some research.
Aquiculture is being bounced around universities at the moment in an attempt to find it a
home. I believe that home should be at Muresk. The Premier, when she was Minister for
Education, did a very good job in respect of the agricultural colleges, but since she has left
that portfolio the position of agricultural colleges has been up in the air. Some of the
students who go to agricultural colleges want to go back to the farm at the completion of
their course to practise the hands-on skills which they have learnt in those colleges, but other
students want to go to higher education institutions to further their education. There should
be interaction between the colleges run by the Ministry of Education and the TAFE colleges
so that they can deliver the types of courses that would allow students who have gone to
institutions such as Muresk to undertake a diploma course in agricultural studies and also
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agribusiness studies. A number of the students who go through agricultural colleges realise
that they have the capability to further their education, but one of the problems is that the
agricultural colleges have been removed from the mainstream of the Ministry of Education
and are not getting the attention they deserve. It has been suggested to me, now that the State
Employment and Skills Development Authority has been developed in this State, that the
industry training and employment councils that are part of SESDA could be responsible for
agricultural colleges arid for the delivery of some of the curricula for those students who
want to go on to higher education.
The Federal Minister for Agriculture, Simon Crean, has been making some stupid noises - at
which he is pretty good - about the Wheat Board. He has stated that the agricultural industry
should be responsible, through industry levies, for the value adding of agricultural produce.
That would be WA Inc all over again. Some very sad things are happening in this State. I
refer to an article from The Toronto Star of 12 August 1991, which states -

Put simply, collusion between business people and politicians turned the state
government of Western Australia into a wildly corrupt concern that critics call WA
Inc.
"if you roll together Huey Long of Louisiana, Major Daley of Chicago and Jimmy
Hoffa, it gives you an idea of WA Inc.,' .. .

Mr Shave interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN: I can understand why the member is laughing but it is not a laughing
matter. How many millions of Canadian and United States' citizens have read that article?
What has it done to our reputation? This article is not a small article; it occupies about a
third of a page. It is a syndicated article from the Los Angeles Times, and it has probably
been read by millions. The article states also -

"In some respects, it has been like dealing simultaneously with a slippery eel and a
very large and active octopus," complaied one judge investigating a controversial
Bond deal last year.

They are talking about Alan Bond's interacting with the State Government. This is the
international media attention this Government is attracting at the moment. I do not think I
have ever stood in this place and felt more angry than I am now. I believe the delivery of
Government in this State is in a deplorable situation and that we are paying an enormous
cost.
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) (5.10 pm]: This Budget was framed at a very difficult time
for Western Australia. That is something which we have shared with all other States of
Australia, and which Australia as a nation has shared with many other developed countries. I
want to take up a number of points which affect my electorate directly, but there is one
overriding issue which affects us all here in Western Australia and throughout Australia; that
is, unemployment.
The figures indicate that our present level of employment is far too high - unacceptably
high - and in framing the Budget the Treasurer obviously has been very much aware of the
need for the State to try to address this problem. We are all aware that the problems which
have driven unemployment to its present high level are largely beyond the control of any
individual Stare. They are national and international issues which have led to Australia's
having to face its unacceptably high level of unemployment. However, that is not to say that
the Government cannot do something and in this Budget we see that the Government is
trying to do what it can to ensure that unemployment is reduced. Although we have been in
a very severe economic downturn, or recession, the signs are that we are now moving out of
it, but it is likely that it will be some little time before that upswing is reflected in
employment growth.
The most recent figures on employment growth, those for August, indicate that Western
Australia, as it has in some of the preceding months, is leading Australia in employment
growth. The growth in August was 1.9 per cent - ahead of New South Wales, the next State,
with 1.8 per cent. That was due to a growth of 13 800 in the number Of people employed,
according to seasonally adjusted figures. So there are signs that the situation is turning
around, but there is a long way to go and it is something on which the Government should
continue to work.
0378*- 4
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The Budget shows that the Government has tried to put in place a strategy which will help
create employment and not increase unemployment. One of the major steps taken by the
Treasurer very early was to indicate that there would be no new taxes and that inareases in
taxes and charges would be kept at Or below the inflation rate. That was the fulfilment of the
Family Pledge relating to increases in certain main areas of domestic charges being held
below the inflation rate. This year increases in household charges for electricity, gas, water,
sewerage, public transport and licences are the lowest in four years.
It is not only to support families who are presently struggling, but also to ensure that we are
not adding to the burden of unemployment by attacking small business, that there have been
no real increases in the taxes and charges which small businesses must pay. Over the last
few months I have visited almost every small business in my electorate - some proprietors
were not in when I called - in Noranda, Nollamara, Balga and Mirrabooka; about 300
businesses in all. In that tine I spoke to many proprietors and they shared with me the
difficult times they are facing. In this Budget the Government clearly has set out not to place
any added burden on small businesses, which are so important to the creation of employment
in our community. That is something which the Opposition, when it was in Government,
knew nothing of. In one single year they had an increase in electricity races of more than
20 per cent. At that time we saw a very high rate of inflation, which was fuelled by very
substantial increases in Government costs and charges. We now have a very low level of
inflation, which is due to many factors but clearly is nor being held up or pushed up by
increases in Government taxes and charges, which have been kept to a minimum. From
moving around and talking to those small business proprietors I know they are in difficulties,
and the Government is trying to ensure that they can survive and take advantage of the
coming economic recovery.
I want to mention just one bright light in my electorate; that is, a small company called
Arbortech Pry Ltd, which this year is a finalist for the best new export award. I congratulate
Kevin and Kristine Inkster, the proprietors of that company. Kevin Inkster invented a small
woodworking tool which now is marketed under the name of Arbortech Woodcarver, it has
been an outstanding success. The company employs nine permanent and up to 20 casual
staff. It has been operating out of Perth for only about 18 months, and in that time Mr and
Mrs Inkster have established a well equipped research and development facility where they
are developing new products. They have designed and built some automatic sharpening
machines in order to produce their main product. They have signed exclusive distribution
contracts to supply the United Stares and Europe, and these will be worth about $20 million
over the next five years. They certainly are showing the way in developing from scratch an
excellent range of products, and are working to ensure they have the market sewn up
internationally. I certainly wish them well. We need more companies of this type if we are
to prosper in this challenging and changing world.
The Government has made a major commitment to housing in this Budget. While driving
around the newer suburbs in my electorate, in Mirr-abooka and Sr Andrew's Estate, the new
part of Dianella, I have noticed over the last few months a very rapid increase in the number
of new housing starts, which is very good to see. The need for housing has been recognised
by this Government since 1983, and the Government has an excellent record in ensuring the
provision of housing both within Homeswesr and through a range of home ownership
schemes in the private sector.
Mr Bradshaw: How come more people are waiting for Homeswesc housing now than before
your Government came in?
Mr KOBELKE: One of the problems Western Australia faces is that of a growing
population, which most other States do not have. However, in the last three years of
conservative Government in this State 1 500 units of accommodation were provided as
public housing; in the first three years of a Labor Government the figure was nearly 5 000
and in the next three years it was 6 000. If members opposite want to talk about providing
housing I suggest they develop a housing policy instead of trying to attack the Government
when they have no policy of their own. Members opposite would be quite happy to put a
goods and services tax on housing and try to keep people out of it; that is about the level of
their policy in this area. The need for housing goes beyond the necessity for families to have
homes; housing is extremely important in providing jobs in our economy, and under this
Budget, using a range of State Government housing schemes, $420 million has been
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allocated to help provide 6 300 new homes and generate approximately 9 000 extra jobs.
That is an excellent record at a difficult time.
Another matter which has arisen due to the growth of housing in some parts of my electorate
is that of the rubbish disposal, landfill site off Alexander Drive in Mirrabooka. When this
was first started nearly 10 years ago as the major disposal site for rubbish from the City of
Stirling it was very much out in the bush. However, with the growth of new suburbs on all
sides this major waste disposal site is now right in the middle of large housing estates. The
City of Stirling recognised this newrly 10 years ago when it moved for the establishment of
Tamale Park in the City of Wanneroo as a disposal site for its waste. I realise controversy
surrounds that alternative site, but the evidence is that it is clearly a better managed and
prepared site than the one in Mirrabooka. [ hope that ic will not be long before the City of
Stirling is able to proceed with what was always mooted as its intention; that is, to locate the
waste disposal site at Tamala Park where it will not have a negative impact on the
surrounding residential suburbs. Concerns were expressed about leachates entering the
ground water system. I await the final management report to see how these matters will be
dealt with. I found the first report to be less than satisfactory, and I hope that the extent of
the problem will be better outlined in a future report.
The Budget emphasises job creation providing for a growth in the Capital Works Program of
9.3 per cent, with a total allocation of $1 305 million. This will play a major role in helping
the economy of this State. Those funds will be directed to useful projects such as the
northern suburbs rail line and the electrification of our existing metropolitan rail system.
These projects serve the long term interests of our community in Perth, and it is appropriate
at this time that we direct money into construction projects and provide these well considered
facilities. An amount of $9.5 million has been allocated for the completion of the first stage
of the Reid Highway, which runs through my electorate. The decision to construct the
highway was made in 1988 and received my strong support. The design work and planning
of the project attracted a great deal of local opposition. A lengthy period of consultation took
place between interested groups and the Main Roads Department, with a deal of give and
take on both sides. The local residents were able to secure changes, although they did not get
all the things they sought; however, moves were made to accommodate their needs. The
Reid Highway will provide a much needed bypass of the residential areas of Noranda.
The former member for my electorate, and now member for Dianella, fought hard to alleviate
what was considered to be bad planning of traffic movement in the area. The first section of
the Reid Highway opened about a week ago, and now people can quickly travel to work from
the fast growing northern suburbs to Bassendean and Kewdale, bypassing residential areas.
The present stage of work has been delayed slightly. However, that has been an advantage
because Crimea and McGilvray Streets would have cardied a large volume of traffic directed
from the highway during the work. The slight delay in completing the first section meant
that the traffic flow was not directed through those residential strets. At the completion of
this stage Tonkin Highway and Alexander Drive will be connected, and the connection to
Mirrabooka Avenue will be completed early next year. I urge the Government to ensure that
the next stage connecting the Mitchell Freeway is commenced as soon as possible. The
planning for this section requires considerable consultation with the local community
because it involves cutting through Balga and will cause disruption to the suburb. Those
who live in close proximity to the proposed highway need to be considered. I look forward
later in the year to conducting public meetings at which the design work can be shown to
residents, and their comments and needs will be taken into account.
The member for Avon referred to the Budget commitment to TAFE in country areas. There
is a great requirement in our community for technical tr-aining and this Government has faced
up to the changing needs of TAFE so that it remains relevant in a rapidly changing
technological society. I am not suggesting that the changes have been smooth or have gone
as well as they could have; however, the Government has tackled the problems and we are
now beginning to see the fruits of those changes. The Budget contains a $9.3 million
allocation for works at the Joondalup campus of the north metropolitan TAFE college. The
East Perth campus has received an allocation of $9.6 million, and $1.8 million has been
provided for a new college at Murdoch.
The Budget provides for the completion of the new Balga furniwure trade centre at a cost of
$13 million. This centre is a leader in Australia and uses the latest technology to produce
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furniture in an innovative way. This centre will link local industry and the equipment will be
used not only for training of artisans for the future, but also to help local companies. Given
the size and budgets of many small furniture manufacturers, it is unlikely they would
otherwise have access to such modem equipment.
I commend the people who implemented the Balga Joblink program for their excellent work.
This program received an allocation of $129 000 in the Budget. I thank the Minister for
Education in another place for ensuring that this decision was made public prior to the
presentation of the Budget. This gave the people working in the program a guarantee of
continuity of the very important work being done. The program operates from the Balga
TAFE campus, as it has done since 1986. It is well suited to respond to the needs of the
unemployed in the area and offers personal counselling, retraining, work experience and
individual advice in the preparation of rdsurnds and job applications. Within my electorate
we have a high rate of unemployment, and this program does a very important, if difficult,
job. The program has had a good success rate in helping people back into the work force or
finding further training. Nevertheless, the staff must cope with many people with whom they
do not have such success. I understand the extent of the unemployment problem because
every day I am in contact with unemployed people. As a matter of fact, my next door
neighbour, who was involved in the construction industry, is now unemployed. The
Government is aware of the needs in this rea and it is taking up the challenge; it has held
down the rate of Government charges and has demonstrated a real commitment by ensuring
that capital expenditure will be boosted in order to provide more jobs.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I indicate to the Minister for Productivity and Labour
Relations that the Speaker gave a ruling twice this afternoon. I ami aware that the Minister
did not consciously walk between the member speaking and the Chair; however, the Minister
is probably lucky that I am in the Chair and not the Speaker, and that this is the first time that
I have cautioned members on this matter for some time. The Speaker indicated that he
would deal harshly with Ministers or members who continued this practice. The Minister for
Productivity and Labour Relations ducked down when she entered the Chamber, but
neglected to do so on the way out. I realise that this is easy to do - the member for Eyre
almost did it about an hour ago - but I advise the Minister to be more careful when she next
enters or leaves the Chamber. That part of the Chamber appears to be causing the problem,
although not necessarily members who are seated in that area. As I am only deputising at the
moment, I will not use the full authority of the Speaker. However, I warn all members that
this behaviour will not be tolerated. I suggest they look at the Standing Order which gives
them a holiday and I will certainly use that on the next occasion this occurs.
[Leave granted for speech to be continued.]
Debate thus adjourned.
[Continued below.]

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION
Assembly's Message - Extension of Reporting Time

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had concurred with the
Assembly's resolution.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 730 pm

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading - Budget Debate

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
MR KODELKE (Nollamara) [7.31 pmn]: Before the dinner break I was speaking about the
people involved with the Balga Joblink program who have a commitment to assist the people
in the area who are struggling to find employment. I publicly acknowledge the great work
they are doing. flat moves me to comment on the Budget spending on education which
some members have already addressed in this debate. Total education spending is to rise by
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5.8 per cent under this Budget - well1 above the inflation rate. Th is incl udes a maintenance
program of $75 million over two years to try to make up some of the backlog on school
maintenance. It is a very important program, with $36 million to be spent in the current
financial year, an increase over the $21 million spent on school maintenance in 1990-9 1.
Mr Lewis: It was to your shame that you spent so little last year.
Mr KOBELKE: We have a number of problems which are specific to Western Australia.
We are perhaps the only State with growing student enrolments. In times of economic
difficulty we must try to live within our means, as this Government has done. Previous
conservative Governments did not try to do that; they increased taxes and charges massively.
Having made the decision to protect families and ensure that while people have jobs at the
same time we meet our requirements to live within the present level of revenue - that is, we
will not increase the present level of taxes and charges - there is therefore a need for
stringency in the Budget process. While the Education budget has increased by 5.8 per cent
above the inflation rate, there are still problems in the allocation of the money. No-one is
denying that. We require an additional 369 teachers simply to maintain class sizes with the
growing student population. Allowance has been made in the Budget for an increase in
teachers' salaries which is crucial to the quality of our education in order that teachers
receive a just remuneration. That is another large allocation in the Budget.
I turn to a few local matters. It is pleasing to see in this Budget an allocation towards the
more than $1 million upgrade of the Balga Senior High School, for which the members for
Marangaroo and Balcatta have also lobbied hard for several years. Also in the Budget papers
is a final allocation for the Boyare. Primary School, which is now completed, and the final
payment for which is to be made during this financial year. The cost of that school was
$3.4 million, which indicates that we have a large problem not only with the maintenance of
existing schools but also in simply meeting the cost of new schools. The shift in population
and increasing student populations has meant an additional building program in this Budget
of $64.5 million. That is quite a large building program. Many other schools in the area
need maintenance. I acknowledge that tonight we have present representatives of the Parents
and Citizens Association from Mirrabooka Senior High School. It is a very fine school in my
area, and I am sure that tonight when I meet them they will let me know the needs of that
school which this increased allocation will help to meet. While not wishing to indicate that
this will meet all the needs, it is a first step to overcome the backlog in school maintenance.
I commend the Treasurer for that move. Many schools in the area require maintenance, and
other members who share the same area will be looking to ensure that our schools receive the
attention they require.
One school which has a problem not related directly to school maintenance is Dryandra
Primary School, which has Suffered difficulties as a result of chemicals used to remove the
graffiti daubed on walls. That was a very trying time for parents, students and staff who had
to deal with a situation when they did not know the extent of the problem caused by the
chemicals. The president of the P & C association, Mr Joe Fiala, provided excellent
leadership at a time when people were uncertain what to do. He showed commitment and
leadership in trying to reach a resolution and protect the health and safety of students and
staff.
Mr Cunningham: The president of the P & C association did an extremely good job.
Mr KOBELKE: I thank the member for Marangaroc for that interjection, because the
leadership of P & C associations can provide great input into improving the quality of our
schools.
One non Government school which commenced this year is St Andrews Greek Orthodox
School. The people there are making great efforts to establish a school which will be able to
instruct students in the Greek language so that parents from a Greek background will retain
the use of the Greek language in their families. Yesterday I visited the John Septinius Roe
Anglican School which is under construction and leanrt something of the plans there. The
construction manager made it evident to me that building construction like that is very
important to employment in the construction industry - a matter I raised earlier in the debate.
In Nollamnara we have a large number of seniors and pensioners, and these people have needs
which are addressed in this Budget. The key point to the Budget is the creation of jobs, and I
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commend the Treasurer for the action she has taken to try to do what the State can to create
jobs. The Budget has not overlooked the quality of life issues which affect the people in my
areas. This Government has a very good record with seniors. It introduced the Seniors'
Card. This Budget contains an allocation of $20.1 million to pay for the Seniors' Card
concessions which cover rebates for water, hire charges, motor vehicle drivers' licences, and
the spectacle subsidy. It also provides an allocation of $46.9 million for home and
community care services, which include such items as Meals on Wheels, home nursing and
home help. These allocations are of great importance to the seniors living in my area. They
confront very difficult problems with security and lawlessness which are all too common on
our streets today.
The Police budget has an increase of 6.8 per cent, again above the inflation rate. That will
ensure that the Police Force is able to maintain an operational force in excess of 4 000
officers, a considerable increase over the 2 687 police officers we had in 1982. The
Government has put its money where its mouth is in order to ensure that our Police Force has
the strength and resources to do its job. [ commend the Police Force in my area; I find them
an excellent group of officers who do their utmost to look after the security of the people in
my area.
Families have not been overlooked. In the Mirrabooka area funds have been allocated to
build a new family centre. Such centres are based around four year old children's programs
and provide much needed multipurpose community facilities. The Mirrabooka family centre
is one 0( 19 either under construction or to be started this financial year. An allocation has
also been made for the Noranda child care centre to provide 47 child care places.
I congratulate the Treasurer for the way she has taken on a very difficult task at this time in
an effort to ensure that the Budget looks to the long term economic future of the State. Its
key element is the creation of jobs, while at the same time not overlooking the quality of life
issues that are so important.
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [7.41 pm]: In addressing the Budget statements, this is really
the first time - because of my new-found position - that I have been able to speak completely
openly on the Budget in Parliament.
Mr Trenorden: Are you a new rural member, or a new Government member?
Dr ALEXANDER: I will not transfer to the country yet despite the comments I made this
afternoon. Probably some people would prefer to see me there.
Mr Graham: Only in certain parts!
Dr ALEXANDER: Not in the Pilbara; that is fair enough.
In the 1987-88, 1988-89, and last year's Budget sessions I was of course part of the
Government; hence apart from raising a few objections in the Caucus room I was not able to
validly raise much criticism of the Budgets. However, because I can be more open in my
remarks does not necessarily mean that I will condemn the Budget out of hand. I have said
that I will support the Budget in the vote. I do support several aspects of the Budget
although, as I will explain in more detail shortly, I have serious reservations about the
philosophy behind the Budget recommendations and the associated expenditure proposals.
As far as some of the favourable aspects of the Budget are concerned, from my perspective
the increase in expenditure on public housing is particularly welcome and long overdue. I
note, as have other members, that the queues for public housing have grown considerably
over the last few years. I note from people's knocking on my electorate office door how
di stressing that is for people on low and fixed incomes.
Mr Lewis: The number has grown from 8 000 in 1983 to 17 500 this year that is, double the
public housing waiting list.
Dr ALEXANDER: It is a significant increase and at least this increase in public housing
expenditure will go some way towards addressing this serious problem.
Secondly, I note that the inister for Housing has been successful in persuading his
colleagues to cancel the Homeswest rent rise due later this year - a subject which was of
great controversy in Caucus last year, and which I know many people in the community were
very distressed about. The sharp rent rises which occurred last year put a strain on the
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budgets of aged pensioners and, whatever their alleged equitability that could not be seen by
the people on the receiving end. It was an extremely good decision to cancel the second rent
nise. I hope that does not simply mean that the sanme rise has been deferred to this time next
year.
Mr Lewis: That represents a $6 million deficit.
Dr ALEXANDER: That remains to be seen. I think Homneswest is on the right track.
Dr Watson: Does the member for Applecross think that rents should be increased?
Mr Lewis: You don't listen. Why don't you take more time to think than you usually do?
The SPEAKER: It would be much better to think outside, rather than think aloud like that.
Dr ALEXANDER: Homeswest is one Government agency which is on the right track, and
despite the holding back of expenditure last year this year it seems to be going in the right
direction.
The third area which I think is indicative of the good intentions of the Government is the
increase in expenditure in the much troubled Aboriginal affairs area. That action is long
overdue. Clearly the Western Australian economy is not in very good shape at the moment.
It does not need me to underline that point with unemployment running at I I per cent,
business failure frequent and providing a real and growing problem in the community, and
with investment contracting or collapsing altogether in certain areas.
Mr Lewis: That is a $75 million real deficit in the Budget.
Dr ALEXANDER: Debt is another aspect of the economic problem. The member may be
right on that point - taking money from one part and putting it into another. Much of the
blame for the economic ill health lies beyond State borders and can be explained in the
context of the difficult international environment and, more importantly, the recalcitrant
economic rationalist policies of the Federal Government.
Mr C.J. Barnett: It is a difficult international environment but Australia has had a more
severe recession than the rest of the world. Australia led the rest of the world into the
recession.
Dr ALEXANDER: Before he was displaced, the Federal Treasurer said that it was a
recession we had to have. I am sure that is a remark that he regrets.
Mr Clarko: He said earlier that there would not be a recession.
Mr Lewis: A soft landing!
Dr ALEXANDER: All jokes aside, it is a situation as a result of which the people of
Australia will be suffering for many years to come. One aspect of it, which is getting
attention in the Press recently, is the question of economic rationalisation and regulation. I
note that the deputy leader of the National Party had a go at this the other day, and perhaps
the new-found alliance will grow from an unlikely source. It certainly is the case that
economic rationalisation is the force in the ascendency at the moment; everything is judged
in terms of efficiency and ability to cover its costs, and the social costs and benefits involved
in Government decision making seem to be put into the background. Soon the community
will reject that economic rationalist philosophy in favour of something more compassionate.
As far as the Western Australian Government's policy is concerned, of course the
Government denies that any of the expenditure restraints so evident in the Budget - and the
cuts - are anything to do with the WA Inc spectre. The Government says there is no impact
on the Budget from borrowings to cover losses of the R & I Bank, the SGIC, and so forth.
Mr Trenorden: The $470 million of window of opportunity investments by the SOIC are
now worth $30 million.
Dr ALEXANDER: Debate on the State Government Insurance Commission will help to
highlight those issues. Clearly the investment policies of that body, directed apparently from
certain parts of the Cabinet room, led to the huge losses, and that must be one factor behind
the current sharp premium increases.
Mr Lewis: All Cabinet members agreed to that decision.
Dr ALEXANDER: As I said last week, that is a matter for the Royal Commuission. As a
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result of badly judged property development decisions the community is paying a high price.
Not only are we paying a high financial price but also central Perth, from the planners' point
of view, has suffered from chose investment decisions backed by Government agencies.
Mr Trenorden: That is a fair point. The member would be in a better position than some to
say that. However, when we look at the skyline of Perth it is rather depressing, to say the
least; it has changed the nature of Perth.
Dr ALEXANDER: That is true, but more than that both those development projects broke
the planning rules to a significant degree. It is very unfortunate that the Government has
been associated with developments which have broken rules which it helped to set. The
Government has allowed massive amounts of parking which should not be there and which
make public transport policy much more difficult co implement and which contribute to a
deficit in that area.
Mr Trenorden: Walking down the street gives one a very stark outlook of concrete and glass.
Dr ALEXANDER: The member cannot blame the Government entirely for that, but it
contributed to that problem.
Secondly, it goes without saying that the borrowings for Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd and
the associated Rochwells' debts will be showing up somewhere in the Budget for interest
repayments if nothing else. Therefore, opportunities have been lost for expenditure
elsewhere.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The problem has continued this year. The borrowings in the last year by
the Lawrence Government have not been nearly as great.
Dr ALEXANDER: As what?
Mr C.J. Barnett: As probably the Burke era. The Dowding era exceeded the Burke era.
What we are seeing now will probably match the Burke era.
Dr ALEXANDER: I have not looked at that question in detail, but it is one worth analysis.
The question is, how much does the Budget overcome the economic problems of the State?
Despite some favourable aspects the Budget does not do nearly enough to attack the
economic problems of the State positively. The philosophy behind the Budget is based
partly on the view that "the public sector cannot be immune from expenditure discipline and
the necessary rationalisation". This brings me back to the point of economic rationalism.
This is the conventional wisdom which seems to be dominating the economic debate at the
moment, and which leads the Government to say that it cannot spend more than a certain
fixed amount on capital works, and that it must restrain its expenditures so there is no real
increase in outlays except to fund Public Service cuts.
Mr Strickland: The Government underspent on capital works last year by $192 million.
Dr ALEXANDER: I heard the member say that this afternoon and I would like to follow
that up. I was not aware of that side of things. I will look at the question of public sector
efficiency and economic rationalism in a little more detail. It is impacting on the Budget
philosophy, and the additional expenditure of $50 million to cut 3 000 jobs and is leading, as
the Civil Service Association campaign is suggesting, to stretched services and cuts in some
services, and to job losses in certain areas, and some of those people may have little prospect
of re-employment. It is imposing high social costs ont the community in reduced services to
needy clients and, finally, it transfers important State services from the public to the private
sector in the name of microeconomic reform. From my point of view chat is privatisation by
another name.
Mr Shave: They are carting water in New Norcia and if this crowd keeps going the way it is
we will all be carting water.
Dr ALEXANDER: I doubt it will go that way, but one never knows. I will look at the
public sector rationalisation and tease out some of the impacts it has and, although it is not
directly associated with this Budget, I will refer to the previous decision to cut the number of
guards on our suburban trains. That original decision was to wipe out guards from the
proposed electric train service. The idea was that we would run an "efficient" train service
that would not need guards because the drivers would be able to control the doors, indeed
everything; in fact, the new trains have no compartment for guards. The main reason for
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Westrail's recommendation, which was originally adopted by Cabinet, to take guards off
electric trains altogether was an alleged increase in efficiency and a reduction in running
Costs for the train service. It was argued that was one of the ways to make the suburban train
service run efficiently given the investment in the new electric train service. I support the
new electric train service and its extension, and I am glad that pant of the Budget is on target;
but this modified decision to take guards off at least some trains will have considerable costs
to the community. There were protests from the community about the decision originalfly -
from the public at large, train travellers, train guards and within the Labor Party. That
protest helped to lead to the modification of the decision; so that now, once the new electric
trains start running, there will be guards on some services but not on others. You pays your
money and you takes your chance. It is said there will be guards on night time trains for
reasons of public safety, which is one of the obvious associated costs the community faces if
guards are taken off trains. However, who is to say that trains will not be the subject of gang
attacks during the day, particularly in off peak hours when there are not huge numbers of
passengers? It is said that there will be attendants on stations to replace the guards. Probably
we all remember the rime when a suburban train station had its own staff. Passengers were
looked after not only on the train but also at the station. However, staff have been taken off
nearly every station except Fremantle, Perth Central, Midland and maybe Armad ale.
Certainly, the average suburban train stations have no staff in evidence and they are pretty
forbidding places. If the decision were to bring back staff, that would be a welcome
development, but that should not be at the expense of taking guards off the trains. That is
penny pinching at its worst. The rationalists say that we have automatic ticket machines and
we do not need guards to check and sell tickets to those who have not bought them at the
stations, but as anybody who travels on the trains frequently would know the ticket machines
are very often out of order and are very easily vandalised.
Mr Trenorden: It is quite hard to buy a ticket.
Dr ALEXANDER: I went on a demonstration tour with Westrail last year and we stopped at
one of the stations south of the river and the fancy new ticket machine was not working.
When we got back on t train the red faced Westrail representatives said that it was not
often lie that. However, the guards at Perth Central station assured us that in fact it was
often like that and certainly still is. People are not in a position to buy tickets even if they are
not trying to bypass the ticket collection system and, as any child will tell you, that is a very
easy thing to do. We are losing revenue from fare collections, and we are losing jobs and
security in the system in the name of efficiency.
Mr Shave: That is not the guards' only service. They check on people's behaviour and other
very important things.
Dr ALEXANDER: Absolutely, and the guards will stay on night trains and that aspect will
continue, but during the day quite often rowdy behaviour occurs and if there is no guard on
the train vandalism will be much harder to check. Guards provide a good service for the
elderly and disabled and other persons who are not easily able to get on and off the trains -
people with prams and babies and so on. It is interesting to note that in Melbourne, where
the Government tried to take conductors off the trains for similar economic rationalist
reasons, the Equal Opportunity Tribunal ruled the move illegal because it would
disadvantage persons with disabilities from getting on and off the trains. It will be
interesting to see what happens in the case of the suburban trains when guards are not as
apparent, and how those people will get on. Westrail's answer is that if a guard is not on a
train there probably will be one at the station, but we will need a lot of station attendants to
make up for that. We would have to have an attendant at every station to make up for the
lack of a guard on one train.
Mr Lewis: Another problem is that Transperth returns only about 30 per cent of cost.
Dr ALEXANDER: Sure, this is my whole point: This philosophy is based on the idea, 'Let
us claw back some of that revenue or let us not spend quite so much so we will have a more
efficient service." However, in the process of producing a more efficient service, we are in
danger of producing high social costs. Somebody will end up paying for that either in terms
of less safety on the trains, more vandalism or less confidence in the train system. People
will stop travelling on trains if they are not confident that trains will provide a safe and
secure service.
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Mr Court: Have you had lunch with Tony Costa recently?
Dr ALEXANDER: I often have lunch with Tony Costa.
Mr Lewis: Perhaps the rime has come when we need to look at equitable farts.
Dr ALEXANDER: That is difficult because if fares are set at high levels people will stop
travelling on trains, If fare costs are not elastic people will: not be able to afford diemn.
Mr Strickland: The other way to increase train patronage is to cover all the costs.
Dr ALEXANDER: That may start happening once the electric system begins but it will have
a greater chance of succeeding if there is public confidence in the system.
Mr Nicholls: People have to feel secure in the transport facilities and there are cities where
people are terrorised or iraumnatised by travelling on these services without protection.
Dr ALEXANDER: That happens because the system is not secure in all respects. What is
needed is security at each station to protect passengers.
Mr Court: Do you not think it is shameful that you feel safe travelling on a train in
Singapore but you do not feel safe travelling on a train in Western Australia?
Dr ALEXANDER: That may depend on the nature of the two societies and probably says
more about the management of the train systems.
Mr P.J. Smith: Is it that you do not feel safe on trains?
Mr Court: I do not feel safe at all. I think I have told the House of my experience when I
went from Claremont to Fremantle at 7.00 pm and then came back to Claremont at midnight.
Dr ALEXANDER: Yes. The community will pay in social costs for this economic
rationalist policy.
Another matter which was mentioned this afternoon is the decision to cut West Ed Media. I
am sure that other members will have received correspondence from people concerned about
this decision. West Ed Media services produces videotapes, cassettes and media packages
for schools all over the State, particularly for those in remote and rural areas. The rationale
for cutting West Ed Media was to save costs. Those services are to be shut down arid the
people are to be transferred elsewhere in order for the Government to save money. From
where will those services be provided if they are not provided by the public sector? It seems
that West Ed Media was an efficient operation which provided productive services to
teachers and students. That could not be said about all sections of the Ministry of Education.
From the information supplied to me, West Ed Media was a major supplier of educational
programs for the educational TV network. A letter from the Civil Service Association
stated -

it has broadcast an increasing number of live interactive programs on topics as
diverse as buslifire safety, telecommunications, computing, health, management
techniques and science for secondary students of Distance Education.
The section has been a key contributor to the success of EdTV. The decision to close
it places EdTV's future in jeopardy.

I am sure these points will be taken up by the Minister for Education and I hope she provides
some satisfactory answers to them. However, it seems that it will be difficult to keep those
services going and either the community will pay the cost by reduced services or the services
will have to be purchased elsewhere. If that happens there is no guarantee that schools will
pay less for those services.
Cabinet earlier this year gave an assurance to the Civil Service Association that where
services operating in the public sector were scaled back or cut out altogether they would not
be handed over to the private sector and would not be rationalised out of existence. What is
happening to West Ed Media appears to break that commitment. What is the Government's
response, because it seems that the Government has, as the CSA has suggested, embarked on
a program of privatising Government services at the same rime as giving a commitment that
it would not do that in a back door manner? Certainly the results of the cut to West Ed
Media would have a devastating impact on the education system, particularly to distance
education.
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Mr Trenorden: The thrust is for those programs to develop and the Ministry of Education
has been trialling some telecommunication systems.
Dr ALEXANDER: Yes, I am aware of that because I have spoken to people involved in the
system.
Mr Trenorden: That is the way for the future, particularly in rural and remote Western
Australia, but you have to get something good because you cannot buy the programs from
the Eastern States or elsewhere.
Dr ALEXANDER: The programs may be able to be bought from elsewhere but they may
have to be bought at an increased price. That issue will be debated at another rime.
I refer to the cuts in the Department for Community Services budget. According to the
published Estimates of 1990-91 the Department for Community Services was to receive
$110.3 million. The proposed budget for 1991-92 is $109.8 million. That is a cut of almost
$500 000 in money terms and six per cent in real terms. I have received letters from
concerned people that that cut will affect the level of service provision. The member for
Geraldion mentioned the case of a refuge in his electorate where services have already been
cut. The same is happening to several centres in the electorate of Penth, and in other places
in the State. I have received letters from refuges in Inglewood, Mount Lawley and elsewhere
pointing out that they are distressed because they are likely to have to survive with fewer
staff at a time when the demand for their services is increasing.
Mr Bloffwicch: They are eliminating services for the sexual assault psychology centre for
little children in Geraldton.
Dr ALEXANDER: That is a different case but it comes uinder the same umbrella.
Mr Ripper: Do they say what the staffing position will be? Do they say that they have
subsidies for seven staff when they accommodate a maximum of five women and their
children?
Dr ALEXANDER: Those refuges have not given specific details.
Mr Ripper: Perhaps you ought to ask them.
Dr ALEXANDER: Those people seem to think that the services will be cut. I am only
reporting to the Parliament what people have said to me. I rake what people say to mec at face
value and perhaps there is another side to the story, but if their budgets are cut services are
almost bound to be cut. Perhaps they are supposed to become more efficient as well.
Mr Strickland: Perhaps the Minister is saying that they were inefficient before and he has
discovered some new efficiencies.
Mr Ripper: We do not need to have every refuge in the metropolitan area provide a 24 hour
service. It is appropriate that some offer a 24 hour service, but not every one.
Dr ALEXANDER: That may be true from an overall rational point of view but when I talk
to people at individual child care centres and refuges most of them seem to be able to j ustify
the need for their level of staffing. I appreciate the Government has a problem. Itris
impacting on the services at a grassroots level. The same appears to apply at community
centres. I have heard of cases where workers have been threatened with redundancy and this
will mean a cut in both job opportunities and grassroots services to the community. This
runs directly counter to Labor philosophy which is supposed to be about empowering
ordinary people in the community and providing services at the grassroots level. It is
unfontunate that, if cuts are to take place in DCS, they will take place at the coalface level; in
other words, at the very level where the people require the services most.
Mr Bloffwitch: Cut the waste on the brewery.
Dr ALEXANDER: I think there are plenty of other examples of that sort. Why not look at
the management level? Perhaps the Minister has done that, also. Too often the cuts find
their way down to those directly delivering the services.
Mr Bloffwirch: in private enterprise we do it exactly the opposite way. They are the
productive people. We leave the productive people in place and get rid of the hierarchy.
Dr ALEXANDER: Perhaps the member is setting a good example. However, there are
plenty of private firms not following that philosophy.

4743



It is a pity the member for Collie is not here. However, I know that she welcomes the
decision on the coal fired power station at Collie; she says so vigorously and vociferously on
every opportunity, and good on her for that. However, itris not necessarily the greatest
niicroeconomic reform of the century as I have heard it described by the Minister for
Microeconomic Reform.
Mr Court: You are a mad nuclear fan, aren't you?
Dr ALEXANDER: No, the member will not catch me out therie. Was that not one of his
father's ideas?
Mr Court: He even bought the site for it.
Dr ALEXANDER: I hope he did not purchase it from Alan Bond.
Quite apart from energy conservation measures which the conservation movement has
pointed to, and the possibilities associated with solar and tidal power which the member for
Darling Range's committee looked at, it is contrary to traditional Labor philosophy - sure,
traditional Labor philosophy is not the be all and end all but it is a fact that the platform
suggested otherwise - and we have to look at the environmental impacts of a coal fired power
station in Collie. It is said that the greenhouse gas emissions will not be all that significant,
but the power station will lead to an increase in those emissions whether it is run by the
private or the public sector unless more updated technology is used. People have pointed out
over a number of years that overseas countries, particularly Sweden, have adopted new
technology which cuts significantly the sulphur dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions
from coal fired power stations. Why are we not insisting that that technology be used in
Western Australia? It seems that, firstly, it is too expensive and, secondly, it is not proven. I
believe it is proven and, when arguing about the expense, we are looking at short term
economic gain. We might save a few million dollars by using a cheaper technology, but the
environment and the community will pay a higher price in the long run from a more polluted
atmosphere and a degraded environment.
This is another example of the economic efficiency equation ruling the day, and we get social
costs in terms of displacement of workers in the power industry on the one hand by a
so-called more efficient industry, and environmental costs on the other hand in terms of
greenhouse gas emissions and atmospheric pollution. I am not sure to what extent the cheap
power we are promised is worth the price of these very high social and environmental costs.
Mr Bloffwitch: Will it be cheaper?
Dr ALEXANDER: That is another question. We are told it might be in 10 years' time, but
that is a little. like the promise that never comes to fruition.
The other area to which I wish to refer is technical and further education. I have received
many letters from people in the TAFE sector who are concerned about two things: Firstly,
the merger of TAPE with the Department of Employment and Training to produce a new
super department. This has been on the cards before. It has been one of those on again-off
again-on again situations which has created tremendous instability among workers in the
TAFE sector. Morale among TAPE staff at the institutions I have visited in my electorate is
very low indeed as a result. In other words, they have an uncentain future.
Mr Strickland: I will tell you something about that in a minute when you complete your
speech.
Dr ALEXANDER: I thank the member; I may never finish. The staff's morale has been
shattered by these continual changes of policy and the attempt to implement a more efficient
teaching regime- That overlooks the fact that most TAPE teachers are conscientious, and
despite the fact that they seem to have a cushy life on paper, most of them do a very good job
in teaching, supervising students both in and outside the classroom, and giving them informal
advice outside formal class time. There are many good people in TAPE and they are
frustrated by the uncertainty that has been brought into the system. One of the reasons for
that is the idea that we have to make TAPE totally job oriented. Of course it has an
important role to play in that regard. No-one would deny that, of all of the sectors in the
education system, it has the most reason for being applied directly to work force
opportunities. However, at the same time, TAPE has built up over the years considerable
expertise in areas which are not regarded as directly applicable to the work force. They may
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be, but they are not regarded in that way. Good examples are graphic arts, photography and
jewellery design which was mentioned in a disparaging way a little earlier although I do not
think it was meant that way. Those sorts of applied arts are not regarded by the management
as high profile TAPE subjects and therefore that is one area that has felt the brunt of recent
curs. In the long run, we will pay a high price for that because it will mean that fewer people
will receive training in those areas, diversity in the artistic area will decrease and the
community will get the message that we do not value the applied arts highly and that they are
something we can do without In the long run it will mean that we will have a much poorer
and narrower society because we will not be getting the range of graduates from the tertiary
sector or from TAFE if these areas are rationalised out of existence.
Mr Strickland: Did your informant tell you about the projected $7 million shortfall for salary
increases that is in the pipeline which will put at risk 200 full time jobs and 4 000 student
places?
Dr ALEXANDER: I had not heard about that aspect until the member referred to it this
afternoon. That is another aspect to the whole debate. It is no wonder that, if teachers'
limited pay increases are being more limited, their morale will go even lower. It is not
surprising to find TAFE teachers outside venerable institutions like the Mt Lawley TAFE
College, holding signs which say. "Save TAFE from WA Inc." It is a rational response to a
so-called rational policy. It is regrettable to see people getting into a confrontation with the
Government. However, teachers have come to me and said that they voted for Labor in the
misguided belief that it would increase resources to the TAFE sector, give them a fair go and
help them to improve their working conditions. In many cases the direct opposite seems to
have happened and it is no wonder that teachers and staff at TAFE colleges are getting a little
restive.
Mr Bradshaw: What about the slogan, "A future you can believe in"?
Dr ALEXANDER: That is right. However, it was an effective slogan and one of the ironies
is that it managed to get the Labor Government re-elected in 1989, including the member for
Perth. I should be careful, therefore, about what I say about it.
Mr Bradshaw: It was an expensive exercise.
Dr ALEXANDER: It certainly was.
Finally, it is good to see extra funds going into school maintenance after years of difficulties
in that area. It is not before time, and a number of schools in my electorate, and I am sure in
the electorates of other members, may benefit from the increase. I certainly hope so. There
will be tremendous competition for the increased funds available for school maintenance.
Schools in my electorate, such as the Inglewood Primary School, have deplorable conditions
in temporary and other classrooms. It is the usual story of their being too hot in summer and
too cold in winter, with leaking roofs, leakting gutters, lack of painrwork, no maintenance,
calls to the Building Management Authority being ignored, and so forth. The Mt Lawley
Senior High School, having been constructed about 35 years ago, has similar problems. It,
too, needs additional expenditure and maintenance. Of course, every local politician can
provide a list such as that, but [ use it to demonstrate that the expenditure on maintenance is
long overdue, and I hope the funds will go around far enough. I have my doubts about that.
Mr Bloffwitch: Does the amount worry you?
Dr ALEXANDER: Yes, it does. I do not think the increase will be sufficient for the
demands that will be placed on it.
I refer briefly to a planning issue; that is, the vexed question of the Perth foreshore. I have
had a little to say about the results and the wisdom and desirability of the winning design. I
do not want to repeat those remarks, but I want to raise the question in a more general way. I
am starring to think that international competitions are not much use to anybody, except a
few overseas based firms. In the case of the Perth foreshore competition, the result is a
doubtful winning entry, won under apparently questionable conditions, and the very
judgment of the panel is being questioned. According to correspondence I have received,
there was clearly a possibility of conflict of interest which was not properly covered by the
competition judges. I have not investigated this in detail, but all of the people to whom I
have spoken about the issue assure me that one of the conditions of the competition brief was
probably broken and that, therefore, casts a cloud of doubt over the decision of the judges.
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This matter has been reported in the Press. Not only is chat most unfortunate, because the
Perth foreshore is an area that could be improved in some ways - although I am certainly not
enamioured of the winning design - but also it casts a cloud over the whole question of
incernacional competition. Perth has conventionally looked overseas for good ideas but the
danger is - and I chink it is apparent in this case - that we overlook the very good ideas on our
doorstep. I have looked at the entries in the competition and in my opinion a number of local
architects have ideas which are equally as good as, if nor better than, those in the winning
design. As I have said elsewhere, [cthink the amount of $100 million allocated for the
development of the Perth foreshore could be better spent in ocher ways. However, if we are
to spend money on improving the foreshore, why nor start by asking local people exclusively
for their ideas and, if we do not get the right ideas, then advertise for overseas submnissions?
In this case we have gone the oilier way and asked for ideas overseas before asking local
people to submit their ideas. Often problems arise when overseas ideas are accepted;
Canberra is a classic example of an overseas winning design becoming extremely
controversial once on the ground. In this case the controversy has arisen before the design is
on the ground. That may be just as well, because it may result in people thinking twice
before asking for overseas submissions. In doing so we often overlook the talent available in
Perth, and I chink chat has happened in this case. Perth has a large architectural and planning
profession, many of its members are trained locally and a large number of them are out of
work at the moment. Therefore, why go overseas when the talent is available on our
doorstep?
Mr Lewis: There was a bit of naivety.
Dr ALEXANDER: Yes, there was an assumption that going overseas would result in a
glamorous proposal chat would improve the city.
Mr Court: I agree. When we get a chance, we will get rid of the bus station in its present
position.
Dr ALEXANDER: That will take some work, but the member for Nedilands is right in
suggesting that it is in the wrong place. The Treasurer must look at this situation. The
Minister for Economic Development and Trade had something to do with the setting up of
the competition, although I am not suggesting that he was involved in the judgment problem.
The Government must investigate this matter and provide answers to valid questions raised
about the conditions of the competition being broken following which the judgment of the
panel was placed in some doubt. I crust that the matter will be dealt with urgently.
MR COURT (Nedlands) [8.26 pm]: During this debate on the Appropriation (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) Bill I shall cover a number of issues but initially I refer to the current
recession. In the years to come, when looking back on this period we shall not be proud of
our economic performance. The real pain caused by this recession will be in stark contrast to
the buoyant years which preceded it. No country can be proud of having achieved an
unemployment rate of I11 per cent. We went through a period in the 1980s during which
money and greed were very much the controlling factors, not only in the private sector but
also in the Government sector. People had false expectations chat plentiful supplies of
money would always be available to go into the coffers and to enable them to do deals.
People must now accept the reality that it is extremely hard to create wealth, and once wealth
has been created it must be distributed in a responsible way.
One of the major challenges facing the trade union movement - and an attempt was made to
discuss this at the recent Australian Council of Trade Unions' conference - is to remain
relevant when the community is suffering so much. It is true to say that some of the unions
in the timber industry in the south west of this State have had the flexibility to acknowledge
that when times are tough some give and take is required from both sides of industry.
Unfortunately, chat approach has not been applied in all areas and, even with the huge
unemployment rate, some unions are not prepared to change conditions, wages and so on to
make it possible for more people to remain in employment. It was interesting to read the
front page headline of the newspaper last week, "Hawke backs 5pc pay rise next year". That
promiuse is not tied to any conditions, and the Prime Minister has created the expectation in
people's minds that they will receive a five per cent pay rise next year. Of course, I would
like to receive a 20 per cent pay rise next year but I would like it even more if everybody had
a job. The Prime Minister should not have played to the audience at the ACIV conference in
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order to win support; he should have adopted a responsible position of stating chat the initial
goal of the union movement in the short term - and preferably in the lang term also - should
be to ensure that everyone had a job so that tbis country could return to full employment. It
is a nonsense to suggest chat it is impossible to achieve full employment in this country. In
order to remain relevant the union movement must look at all the obstacles that are
preventing people from getting jobs, whether those people are young, middle-aged or elderly.
I now refer briefly to unemiployment. A large rally took place in the city today, and there has
been a lot of talk about the 10 per cent or 11I per cent of people who are out of work.
However, we do not seem to talk much about the actual cost of this unemployment. We have
put together some statistics on the cost of unemployment. We have found that in Western
Australia alone the cost to our economy of having people unemployed is about $1.3 billion,
or $26 million a week. The way this can be worked out is that when a person loses his job, it
costs the economy of this State roughly half his salary. The Government no longer receives
from him any income tax or Medicare levy, and at the same time it must pay him
unemployment benefits and health and other benefits. A survey in Victoria has indicated that
the average cost of redundancy in the private sector is $6 000 per person. Members can
understand why it appears to the community that the superannuation payout for members of
Parliament is very generous. Therefore, in round figures the cost to the economy for a
person who is unemployed is about $15 000 a year. *That is extremely disturbing when
11I per cent of the community is unemployed.
The most recent labour statistics also indicate that the manufacturing sector has had a very
large increase in unemployment over the past year. In fact, in the past year more people have
become unemployed in the manufacturing sector in Western Australia than they have in New
South Wales. flat fact shocked me because New South Wales is quite a large
manufacturing State. We must be- careful that our manufacturing sector is not discarded. It
is a very impontant sector because it is tied in directly with the agricultural and miining
sectors. Those members of this Parliament who represent agricultural communities would
know only too well the large number of manufacturing concerns that have gone broke. In
fact, last week I talked to an auctioneer who had just completed auctions at two agricultural
manufacturing operations, and he told me that these people had been in business for a long
time and that it was not a particularly pleasant experience. It is important to realise that we
are not talking just about statistics; there is a huge cost to the community from
unemployment.
I would like to think that those groups in our community which can do something to solve
this situation are prepared to become more flexible. It is one thing for a person to fight for
his own job, but I would like to think that bodies such as the union movement are prepared to
show more flexibility so that a greater number of people can retain their jobs. I have been
interested to see in recent days that unemployment is starting to hit home as a political issue
and that the Federal Government has decided it will get on the bandwagon and promote
resources development. There have been headlines in the Press such as "Development is
back in favour", "Government may fast-track projects", "Button calls for more speed", and
"Minister's cure for mining industry". It is ironic that all of a sudden Federal Ministers are
starting to sprout rhetoric that development is now back in favour. That is rather strange
because it is the same Cabinet which recently made the decision about Coronation Hill,
procrastinated about whether it would allow approvals for Yakabindie, and shamelessly used
its export licensing powers to stop a number of projects in this country. However, now chat
there are record levels of unemployment, the Federal Government is starting to recognise that
there is a need for change. The federal Government had given us the distinct impression that
the State Governments were to blame, and it mentioned projects in this State such as
Marandoo and Beenyup, but the reality is that it is the State and Federal Governments that
are to blame.
The member for Pilbara would know about the feedback that is coming out of his electorate
as a result of delays to projects such as Marandoo. A week or so ago we talked to the shims
in the Pilbara, and people who publicly identified themselves to us as dyed in the wool Labor
voters said that they were extremely concerned about the delays that were occurring to those
projects. They made it clear to us that the people of the Pilbara are mining people; that
industry gives them a good standard of living, and it is an industry that they know and
understand. They gave us a message loud and clear - which I can assure members Labor
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voters do not often do when we travel through those areas - chat they would keep fighting to
get those developments under way because they now take a long term view of the companies
for which they work and of the future opportunities not only for themselves but also for their
children. I notice that senior Cabinet Ministers are now working to clear the way for
development approvals for a number of major projects as a way of boosting investor
confidence and as proof of the Government's commitment to reduce unemployment. It
sickens me that after eight years of what the Government has done to stop investment in this
country, we have had to wait until we have the recession chat we did not need to have, and
we have 11I per cent unemployment, before the Government recognises that it must genuinely
do something about trying to get these projects off the ground. The big tragedy is that one
cannot just turn investment on and off. It takes some time before companies can get to the
barrier to make the major commitments that are required to commence construction to get
projects off the ground. In some cases it can take five or six years before that process is
completed, and if those companies are stopped in the early stages. it will delay the whole
timetable for the project. That is why Marandoo, which is a relatively simple approval, is
causing so much concern in the community.
I have spent some time with industries in the south of the State, which are also going through
a lot of pain, including some in the mining sector. The member for Geraldton would know
that the mineral sands company in that area has wound back its operations and that one of its
plants has been closed because it is receiving very low prices for its commodities. One thing
that comes through loud and clear when one goes through the Pilbara is that of all the regions
in the State at present, the Pilbara is expressing the most optimism.
Mr Graham: It is the quality of the local member.
Mr COURT: The Pilbara is a shining example of what resources development can do to a
community. One knows that the Pilbara is firing when one goes to Port Hedland and the
people do not come out with a whole series of complaints. I heard an admission from a
person who had just come back from Perth - I will not say from whom it was, but it was from
a senior person in local government - that she had just realised how well off the people were
in Port Hedland. Port Hedland is a community that underestimates itself. People do not
appreciate that Port Hedland has one of the major ports in the world. The tonnages going out
of Port Hedland and the expansion that will take place there mean that the community has an
assured future, particularly if a sinter plant were developed and other minerals were
processed in that area. It was great to feel the positive vibes coming out of that community.
I will now mention something which will make members opposite jump. I refer to Robe
River Iron Associates and the current dispute. The Prime Minister and his Cabinet have for
the past five or six years constantly spoken of the need for mricroeconomic reform. No-one
really knows what that means; when one asks about it they say it means things like
waterfront reform. How many inquiries and reports have we had about the need for
waterfront reform in order to make our ports and shipping more efficient? The funny thing
is, instead of tailking about it Robe River actually did it; and what happened? Senator Cook,
the Federal Minister for Industrial Relations, along with people in this Parliament, said what
a mob of blooming ratbags they were for defying the Industrial Relations Commission at
every turn. I do not think Robe River has ever defied an Industrial Relations Commission
ruling, but that is the impression Senator Cook gave; that is, that the people at Robe River
were a lawbreaking group of people. He has since corrected himself.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The State Minister who said that did that herself only a month ago.
Mr COURT: Yes, she not only defied the commission but also ignored it and went ahead
with a ruling on wages before the commission had even heard it.

Mr C.J. Barnett: And to this day she is the only Labor Minister in the country to have done
SO.
Mr COURT: flat is right. Before members opposite talk about waterfront reform they
should think about a company such as Robe River Iron Associates which is trying to be more
efficient. Let us look at the figures. Robe River employed on its tugs 28 people, who
worked five weeks on and five weeks off. Robe obtained new tugs, which unfortunately
were purchased in Japan because, I am told, the local industry could not meet the delivery
dates Robe required for the tugs. When Robe acquired those tugs the award was for
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22 people who would work seven weeks on and four weeks off. Under the new arrangement
the number of employees dropped from 28 to 22; but now the tug service is run with
10 people and - shock, horror - they work 47 weeks a year and have five weeks off instead of
six months. There are some 30 ship movements a month, 15 coming and 15 going. These
employees do not work onerous hours; but under the old arrangement where did the majority
of those 28 employees live? People moan about the fly in fly out arrangement, but most of
those employees lived in Perth. They would fly up to Cape Larnbert and do five weeks'
work, and then fly back to Perth. Now the 10 employees live in the north, where the job is.
They have to. because they work 47 weeks, as do most people in that sort of situation. It
means that they are part of the local community and their money goes back into the local
area. If we want to get rid of fly in fly out arrangements, which can work against local
communities, this is a good example of something being done to keep employees in the local
area. Robe River is a big company and I am sure it is capable of looking after itself, as are
the unions.
Mr Shave: Robe provides a lot of jobs for a lot of people.
Mr COURT: It provides jobs with good salaries for about 1 000 people. A thousand
families depend on that company for a job, but all that happens in this House is that Robe
River is rubbished and ridiculed at every turn. When we have an unemployment rate of
11I per cent I believe we should hear something more constructive. Robe is a big company
and it can look after itself.
I want to raise what I regard as an example of union thuggery. It concerns a small maritime
operation in the Cape Lambert area called Mitchell Marine Services, run by a Mr Warren
Mitchell. It is a smaller version of Mermaid Marine Australia Pty Ltd, which has work boats
servicing the oil exploration industry, and so on. Mr Mitchell is just a very small operator.
H-e put together a deal whereby he would supply services, cargo and fuel for a seismic vessel
operating off Onslow. Last Thursday he loaded up the boat he had chartered with his cargo
and fuel, put out to sea and went to the seismic vessel. However, they would not take his
lines aboard the ship. He radioed in and asked what was the problem, and was told he had
been black banned. The union had said, "We will not allow you to continue with this
contract." He asked why, and was told, "Because you are tied up with Robe River. You will
be a pan of the operation that keeps these two tugs operating which will not abide by the
rules." Mr Mitchell decided to ring Mr Ted Boronovskis, the industrial officer for the
Marine Services Guild, to ask why his company had been black banned. Mr Boronovskis
said Mr Mitchell's company was persona non grata and was not wanted back in the oil
industry but should go back to Cape Lambert and hide behind Robe River's skins.
Mr Mitchell informed Mr Boronovskis that he had nothing to do with Robe River, and was
then accused of being an unfinancial member of the union. He objected to that because he
had paid his union dues and was a member of the union. It was his own union which black
banned him. The union then accused him of using a non-union crew, but Mr Mitchell said
that his crew were all union members. He rang the company for which he was doing the job,
and was told that if he could not get the black ban lifted he would lose the contract because
they had to get their seismic operation under way.
Mr Mitchell has no control. He is a small operator who has been black banned from the job
and he is about to lose a contract because he cannot keep going. He informed the company
that he could not get the ban lifted and was told that he would lose the contract; yet who does
the work now? The very same boat he was using, with the very same crew, does the job.
This so-called non-union crew, which turned out to be a union crew, does the job. The union
got it wrong. They thought Mr Mitchell was connected with Robe River - and so what if he
was? Is it a sin to work for that company? In this case, anyone who has any connection with
Robe River must be kicked to death.
I am going in to bat for this small operator because the big people can look after themselves
but he has nowhere to turn. He has no money to fight a legal action. He has been sick for
some 18 months and has not been able to get much work. He went out and put this deal
together. It is not a big deal but it employs five members of that union; and because the
union suspected him of being connected with Robe River it black banned him and he lost the
contract. Thle other problem Mr Mitchell now has is that it looks as though he will lose
another couple of jobs of a similar size which he had in the bag, because he has been told that
if he has been black banned for one job he will be black banned for the next and that he
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cannot be entrusted with work if he is going to be black banned. The union to which this
person belongs accused him of paying insufficient fees. Last year he paid $150 and it was
claimed he should have paid $500. Apparently, members pay one per cent of their earnings.
The chap said, "I have not earned a lot because I have been sick." I will not mention the
nature of his illness. This person paid the fees that were due that year and he is now in a very
serious situation.
I wonder whether the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations bothered to make a
couple of phone calls to find out whether this person had been blackbanned illegally. From
what I know about it, if this man had any support he could take legal action and claim
damages. No-one opposite would give a damn about him. It was said that he was seen on a
Robe River tug and this man replied, "You're dead right; I was invited to look at the Robe
River tug." As this is his business it is not surprising that he wanted to see the tug. I like
boats and if someone asked me to look at a state of the art tug being introduced in the
Pilbara, I would jump at the opportunity. However, as this man was seen on a Robe River
tug, it was said he was connected with Robe River. If members opposite are dinkum about
equal opportunity and individual rights, they would push aside their prejudices and have the
decency to look at this man's case.
This man has contacted me in sheer desperation. He said, "Where do I go now?" Not only
has he lost a contract, which was very important to him, but also he is facing the loss of
future and existing contracts. This man works for the Department of Marine and Harbours
and Transperth and members opposite could look up his contracts and see which ones can be
taken off him. This community does not have a chance in hell in getting ahead and attracting
new investment if we do not have policies which allow small businesses to operate
legitimately! The unionists who marched up to Parliament House the other day can hardly
criticise Robe River when this man was legitimately going about his business on the
waterfront; he has a union crew and was complying with all the rules. He was told that he
was not party to the award, yet he was paying award wages. He did not have to be a party to
the award, yet he was. This person was singled out and I hope someone in this House will
follow up this case. I do not like the situation; it is a little like Mudginberri and Dollar
Sweets; if one does not stand up to union muscle, one can be squeezed out.
Ever since the Government became involved in Underwater World through the Western
Australian Development Corporation, an interesting saga has developed, An Underwater
World was built at Hillarys, and another one in Singapore. The WADC had a vision of
Underwater Worlds all over the world; they were to be constructed in Europe and the United
States of America. This was to be the ultimate Government job, and if the history of the
number of trips taken to Singapore by bureaucrats is ever told, a scandal would be revealed.
I would like an explanation from the Government regarding the confusion which has arisen
with these projects.
In a Press statement of 3 July the Government indicated -

An option to purchase the Singapore development had recently been granted to an
Eastern States property investment company, Graywinter Pty Ltd.
Graywinrer had already agreed to purchase the Hillarys Underwater World aquarium
at 1-illarys Boat Harbour.

Following this release, a statement was made on 5 September indicating that Coral World
International had purchased Underwater World. I have tried to raise this matter on a couple
of occasions through Press statements, and the Government should provide an explananion
indicating which company has bought the project.
Mr Blailde: Do you think it is possible that the Government sold two Underwater Worlds?
Mr COURT: I do not think so. If Graywinter bought the project, why did the Government
put out a Press release stating that Coral World international had bought it?
Mr Clarko: Are you talking about the Singapore project?
Mr COURT: No, the Hillarys operation.
Mr Clarko: The Press release was totally deceptive. It indicated that the project had lost
$3.5 million, but it did not mention that it had lost $850 000 a year for a number of years. It
would be interesting to add up these figures.
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Mr COURT: The member for the Claremont Football Club raises a very valid point - by the
way, it will be an easy win next week! It was claimed that Coral World International
purchased the facility from WADC for $3.45 million; it was also claimed that the asset was
valued at $3.3 million in WADC books, and the cost of the complex to WADC was
$5.2 million. The media calculated that it cost $5.2 million to complete the complex and it
was sold for $3.45 million, creating a loss of $1.75 million. I would like the Minister
assisting the Treasurer to explain how it is possible to lose only $1.75 million if the project
cost the Government $8.4 million to build. Also, the project was trading at a loss for some
time and some huge interest payments must have been involved because the project was
mainly operated on borrowed money. It would appear that the total cost was in the vicinity
of $12 million; that is, the $8.4 million construction cost along with the trading losses and
interest payments. However, the Government gave the impression through its Press release
that the project cost $5.2 million. I do not know what kind of accounting that is.
Mr Clarko: It is nimble thimble accounting.
Mr COURT: I do not know how that works, but a proper explanation must be provided.
This Press statement was cleverly written because it indicates that the cost to WADC was
$5.2 million, yet other losses may have been absorbed in other parts of Government. For
example, the losses with the Singapore operation may have been covered by another
department. The Press release indicated the following -

The settlement of both the Hillarys sale and the exercise of the Singapore option were
due for finalisation on 31 July 1991.

That is now some time ago. If the Government is to release precise dates on such options, it
should provide more detail on other matters.
Mr Clarko: At the risk of scratching you on the back, you have been after the Government
about the Singapore issue for several years because you could see the situation coming.
Mr COURT: It may seem ideal to build a tourist attraction in Singapore, but we happen to
live in Western Australia. If the Western Australian Government is going to invest money in
tourist operations it should do it in Western Australia. Lee Kuan Yew and his troops are
quite capable of looking after their own developments.
Mr C.]. Barnett: The Western Australian taxpayer is subsidising the Singapore tourism
industry.
Mr COURT: The Government continues to release Press statements telling the public how
many people are going through that attraction. I am not particularly interested in that; I am
trying to work out how we can encourage more tourists to Western Australian.
I refer now to a couple of Aboriginal issues. Firstly, during National Aboriginal Week, the
purpose of which I thought was to try to work on the positive events in our community and to
build on the strengths of those projects, I was appalled that the Government seemed to treat it
as a week in which it could again raise the divisive question of land tights. National
Aboriginal Week became Aboriginal land rights week. The hijacking of the debate during
that week was in pretty poor taste and detrimental to the aims of National Aboriginal Week.
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs said in this Parliament that she was looking forward to
working with me and wanted the Opposition's full participation in the different events which
would take place. Unless the invitations are still in the mail, I have not been told anything
about National Aboriginal Week. However, I received an invitation to the Aboriginal Ball
which was one of the more enjoyable balls I have been to. It was a credit to the organisers.
The other invitations were a bit like the invitation the member for Cottesloe received to the
Horneswest opening; they did not seem to arrive.
The second Aboriginal issue which has caused me some concern relates to the Kimberley. It
seems that open slather exists in the Kimberley for trying to build up a furore on Aboriginal
issues. Last week, from 11I to 14 September at Crocodile Hill, a conference was held on
resource development and Kimberley/Aboriginal control. Its purpose was to discuss
Aboriginal culture and Aboriginal people's interest in land and factors that impede
Aboriginal interests in land. The key speaker at that major bush meeting of Aboriginal
people was Dr Nugget Coombs.
Dr Watson: How can you criticise Dr Coombs?
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Mr COURT: I can criticise Dr Coombs if I feel it is warranted. Dr Watson should let me
finish what I want to say. He called for freehold title of the Kimberley to be given to
Aborigines and for all forms of development to be banned. Does the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs support that? There is silence. Before I criticised Dr Coombs I was challenged for
daring to criticise him. If he wants to give away the Kimberley and cease all development in
the Kimberley, I will criticise him.
Dr Watson: You know there is a High Court case which must make a decision about the
matter.
Mr COURT: Does the Minister support the action?
Dr Watson: I think it is a very interesting action.
Mr COURT: For the information of members who are no? aware of the facts, if the State
loses that action, the Kimberley district - the top part of this State - will no longer be part of
Australia as we know it. Sovereignty will be given to another group of people, and
Dr Watson finds that case interesting!
Dr Watson: The implications of it are interesting.
Mr COURT: I find the silence from the Government interesting, as well as the fact that
Government members will not say they do not support that action or Dr Coombs' push for
the Kimberley to become freehold land for the Aborigines.
Mr Taylor: To make you feel at peace, I do not support the action.
Mr Shave interjected.
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr COURT: There is nothing wrong with the Star and Garter, The invitation to the
conference said that one should bring a swag; tucker and fuel provided. Who paid for the
fuel?
Dr Watson: They probably did.
Mr COURT: Who is "they"?
Dr Watson: The Aboriginal people. You use a stereotypical view which you perpetuate
about Aboriginal people.
Mr COURT: I asked who paid for the fuel and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs said it
was the Aboriginal people. From my information, support comes from the Australian Torres
Strait Islanders Commission, Western Australia and the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority. Those are both Government bodies.
Dr Watson: That is all right; it was a legitimate Aboriginal meeting.
Mr COURT: Was it only for Aboriginal people?
Mr Taylor: No, Nugget Coombs was there; he is not Aboriginal.
Mr COURT: The Government invited only those it wanted to attend; if one happened to
come from the mining industry one could not attend that meeting.
Dr Watson: How many Aboriginal people are invited to mining conferences?
Mr COURT: As many as want to go. If the Government wanted to be sincere about
discussing Aboriginal interests in the Kimberley and was holding a meeting where the
taxpayers paid for food and fuel, I would have thought anyone in the Kimberley who wanted
to attend would be allowed to go.
Dr Watson interjected.
Mr COURT: Dr Coombs could go, but other people could not go.
I refer now to the Permanent Building Society. I asked the following question in the House -

(1) Why has the Government not provided an interim report to Parliament on the
Permanent Building Society, when it was promised for 10 September 1991?

(2) When will a full report be completed and made public?
The Government replied that there was no commitment to report to Parliament en
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10 September, though the Attorney General expressed the hope that that may be possible.
He said that in the event, no more useful informration was then available than had already
been publicly released and widely reported. The Government conducted an internal
investigation into that building society and appointed an administrator; yet the public still do
not know why. If the Government had already had a look at the building society and
appointed an administrator at the same time, it should have told the public why.
Mr Taylor: It is waiting for the administrator's report.
Mr COURT: I am saying that I do not mind the Government's appointing the administrator
if it tells the public why it has done so.
Mr Taylor: It did.
Mr COURT: No, it did not. The answer to the question continues -

The administrator's report is expected to be completed by the end of September and
provided to the Registrar of Co-Operative and Financial Institutions. A full public
statement should then be possible within a very short time.

It will be more than a month before the people who have money in that institution know the
reason that the Government appointed an administrator.
Mr Taylor: I suggest you listen to what people have been saying about that.
Mr COURT: The Opposition followed the activities of the Swan Building Society and the
Teachers Credit Society very closely and it had a pretty good idea of the problems
confronting those institutions. However, in this case the Opposition cannot find out what the
problems are with the Permanent Building Society. Many people have a lot of money in that
building society and I would have thought that the Government.-
Mr Taylor: Do you want a briefing?
Mr COURT: The public want a briefing on it; not the Opposition. When the Government
put in an administrator, why did it not tell the public the reasons for taking that action? It
will be another month before the people know why the Government made that decision.
MR GRAHAM (Pilbara) [9.11 pm]: Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Donovan).-
Several members inteijected.
Mr Shave: Are any of your mates employed by Robe River Iron Associates?
Mr GRAHAM: I have some mates on both sides of the fence. I have been involved with
Robe River Iron Associates for a little while and have a rough idea about what is happening.
We will get around to that subject later this week or early next week.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! If the member addresses the Chair he may finish his
speech.
Mr GRAHAM: That is a fair point.
It is interesting to follow the member for Nedlands; I share his optimism about the Pilbara. I
refer to a very interesting article in a mining magazine which puts into perspective what I am
about to refer to. The article is titled "Pilbara Progress', and it refers to the iron ore exports
and research and development work which is going on in the north west of the State. It states
that to many people Western Australian mining calls to mind gold and diamonds -two
precious commodities of which the State is among the world's leading producers. The most
important part of the article states that Western Australia's true economic backbone lies far
to the north of the State capital, Perth - in the Pilbara. It further states that iron ore exports
from there now account for over 30 per cent of the State's annual export earnings of around
$7 000 million. Therefore, 30 per cent of the State's export bucks is produced by the iron ore
industry in the Pilbara. This does not include the gas, the salt, or the rather large pastoral
industry, or other mining industries in the Pilbama. One of the largest goldmines in Western
Australia, if not Australia, is in the Pilbara- One would expect to hear from a member
representing the Pilbara that the State gets an enormous contribution from the region.
No-one can argue with that.
It is always a great disappointment to me when the area of this State that I represent is
singled out for autention by businesses and is put on what I consider to be an unfair footing. I
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will refer to retail prices and insurance in detail. One of the services my office provides to
the electorate of Pilbara is ongoing cost monitoring in die region.
Mr Bloffwitch: I suppose you take price checks every day.
Mr GRAH-AM: My office takes them regularly. Itris most annoying to read in a major
retailer's advertisement that prices may be different in its South Hedland shop. Why pick on
South 1-edland? Why should it be singled our by a major retail outlet as having higher
prices? Why should it not be Karracha or elsewhere in the State? The same thing often
appears on the bottom of television advertisements and it is grossly unfair.
The last Price Check showed that the Pilbara is the most expensive place in which to shop in
Western Australia. We must keep coming back to the question, why? The conventional
logic in an answer I have received from Coles is that freight is the reason. The recent
marketing exercise by Coles in discounting its prices showed clearly that price increases
could not solely be the result of freight charges. It also showed that the differential in die
prices between Pet and the Pilbara cannot solely be in freight charges. There has been no
reduction in the price of freight to the Pilbara, but overnight we found that the prices of some
items at Coles had dropped below the old Perth prices.
Mr Shave: It may be losing on its sales-
Mr GRAHAM: It may be, but freight is not a contributor.
Mr Shave: It costs money to get it there.
Mr GRAHAM: [ did not mean to say that it is not a contributor to increased prices, but if the
freight argument bears scrutiny one would expect to find higher prices in Broome than in the
Pilbara. However, that is not the case. One would expect to find that Kununurra is the most
expensive place to shop. Surprise, surprise, that is not the case; Tom Price is the most
expensive place to shop in Western Australia.
Mr Bloffwitch: You said it was Port Hedland.
Mr GRAHAM: I said it was the Pilbara. There must be some Geraldron wax in the
member's emr.
Members must understand that residents in places like Tom Price and Paraburdoo do not
have any choice of where they shop. They cannot drive to the next suburb or jump on public
transport and go to another suburb if they find that the prices in their suburb are too high.
There are simply no ocher places to go. The nearest town is at least 90 kilometres away and
the people are locked into the outlets available in their town.
The last time I was involved in price negotiations in a shopping outlet in Tom Price the State
manager of the retail outlet visited the town and significantly reduced the prices in that
outlet. He was able to make arrangements to change delivery times, work schedules and
transport routes because it was his tranisport company which was being used. The
negotiations led to a reduction in prices at Tom Price. The second we stopped checking die
prices they went through the roof. As I said, it is more than annoying to see at the bottom of
the advertisements that the area in which a person lives has one of the highest prices in the
State for retail goods. I put it to anyone, anywhere and at any time, that there is the
assumption that in the Pilbara -

Mr Shave: What is the quality of the product like?
Mr GRAHAM: It varies. If we are talking about fresh fruit and vegetables, it is, quite
frankly, bloody terrible. If we are talkng about clothing, it is reasonable.
Mr Bloffwitch: Is that only at Tom Price?
Mr Shave: My wife is involved in a business at Kalgoorlie and she pays less for her meat
there than she does locally. It may be that the product in the Pilbara is of a better standard.
Mr GRAHAM: Would that it were; and would that people had a choice. If one lives in Tom
Price or Paraburdoo one does not have a choice. There is one outlet so if one wants to buy
something one goes there. There is not what one could call loosely a "free enterprise system"
that would keep that in check.
Mr Shave: Does the member not like closed shops? Does he want free enterprise? He
cannot have it both ways. If we have free enterprise we must have it at both ends.
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Mr GRAHAM: I go along with that. Notwithstanding the interjections, members should
understand the difficulty people in the Pilbara face because of a lack of choice and the
distances involved that make it difficult for people to travel from centre to centre.
If one looks at insurance costs in the area one finds them complicated and difficult to deal
with. I have had a chap working in my office for two months researching the cost of
insurance to the people in the north west. The Minister for Consumer Affairs has a price
watch system running on the insurance industry both for motor vehicle insurance and general
household and contents insurance. It shows that if people look around they can get different
premiums from different companies. That shows clearly in the survey performed. The other
thing the survey shows is that the cost of insurance, particularly in the Pilbara, is
extraordinarily high. I will explain what we did because it is always difficult when one sets
out to research something such as the cost of insurance as people can say that one did not do
this or that during that research. We made no attempt in our research to compare the ins and
outs of every policy or company. We took the names of insurance companies operating
across Australia, put them in a hat and withdrew three. The fourth is a Western Australian
company, the State Government Insurance Office. By random selection we came up with
four insurance companies. We then picked a set of circumstances to compare premiums.
For vehicle insurance we used a 1988 Toyota Landcruiser shont wheel base four wheel drive
valued at $22 000. The driver was to be 40 years old with a level six no claim bonus. We
rang insurance companies not only in Western Australia but also across Australia in an
attempt to establish the variations in car insurance rates. fley were extraordinary in Western
Australia. One company in Perth wanted $390 to insure that vehicle, another in Port
Hedland $298, in Broome $421, and in Kalgoorlie $345. Therefore, in the face of all logic,
we found it cheaper to insure the vehicle in Port Hedland than anywhere else in Western
Australia. That was great! We then went to the other companies and found the exact
opposite; there was no rhyme or reason in the setting of insurance premiums in the north
west of the State.
Mr Trenorden: There is, you know, and I can tell you what it is.
Mr GRAHAM: The member for Avon may be able to do that, but the Insurance Council of
Australia Ltd has not been able to do so to date. If people in the north west are prepared to
ring around, the area does not scrub up too badly on insurance premiums and one can insure
a vehicle in Port Hedland for roughly one-third of what it would cost to insure the same
vehicle in Sydney. I do not know what the "Greinerists" of the free market say about the
insurance premiums in Sydney. An enormous variation applies to insurance premiums on
motor vehicles, so people can and should shop around for the best premidum.
On checking house and contents insurance things became more confusing. We used as a
model a three bedroom brick and tile house valued at $90 000. The contents were set at
$60 000. In the Pilbara we found a definite disadvantage when compared to the rest of
Australia. Using the same insurance company I had used previously I found that to insure
that house in Perth would cost $173, in Port Hledland $652, Brome $409, and in Kalgoorlie
$173.
Mr Trenorden: What about in Darwin and other cyclone-prone areas?
Mr Graham: I will come to them in a moment. An enormous difference exists between
Broome and Port Hedland, about 25 per cent. Within the so-called cyclone belt there is a
difference of about 25 per cent. Between Port Hledland and Perth there is a huge difference
of about 75 per cent- The questions thrown at me by the member for Avon are reasonable.
What happens when one takes exactly the same example and transfers it to other areas of the
country? Notwithstanding all the evidence available, it is extremely annoying to see
advertisements on television by HBF Home and Car Insurance and RAC Insurance Pty Ltd
saying they do not operate north of the twenty-sixth parallel. The southern half of this State
has a fixation about the twenty-sixth parallel. If one drives up Great Northern Highway and
hits a kangaroo 100 metres south of the twenty-sixth parallel while insured by one of these
companies nothing extraordinary happens with one's insurance. However, if one hits a
kangaroo 100 metres further on one may have to pay $500 in excess for no reason other than
having crossed a mythical line on the map. Eucla has fewer facilities than any town in the
Pilbara, but one does not pay the earth for insurance there. One can be out at Cooke -

Mr Trenorden: Lines on a map!
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Mr GRAHAM: That is exactly what I am talking about. The twenty-sixth parallel is a
fixation with southern based insurance companies.
Mr Trenorden: One kilometre can make a huge difference.
Mr GRAHAM: Having vented my spleen against the twenty-sixth parallel, which seems to
affect everything we do, let us look at what happens when we shift those premiums around.
For a house and contents insurance policy in Perth, the cost is $167, In Port 1-edland it costs
$648. In Sydney it costs $181, and in Newcastle, since the earthquake, $147. In Melbourne
it costs $169. In the bushfire area of Victoria it costs $148. In die flood prone suburbs of
Brisbane the cost is $182. The question asked by the member for Avon was, 'What happens
in Darwin?" The cost there is $281, In Townsville the cost is $250, and in Cairns $227.
This one absolutely defies logic: In Mosman, Queensland, the most cyclone prone town in
the southern hemisphere, it costs $173 for die same insurance one would buy in Port Hedland
for $648.
Mr Trenorden: How big is Mosman?
Mr GRAHAM: This sounds like 20 questions. When we look at something like this we
must make some sort of judgment about what is going on once we have all the evidence.
Judgments in the insurance industry are made on what I call historical, but others have
suggested hysterical, grounds where insurance companies have had or think they have had
some experiences in the past. The premium settings are based on that experience. There
does not seem to be any logic when these premiums are applied to the north west of Western
Australia. If we avenage out all the premiums on house and contents policies that I have
spoken about, in Pen Hedland we are talking about a sum of $1 040. In Broome, in the
cyclone area, the figure is $710, and in Darwin it is $507. In other disaster areas in Australia
the figure is a composite one of about $500 to $510.
Why is Port Hedland singled out for this treatment from the insurance industry? I have
started discussions with Tony Carter of the Insurance Council of Australia. He has been
quite cooperative and I look forward to meeting him again to talk about the matter. The only
place where this matter will be sorted out is in the insurance industry; there is no doubt about
that. To reinforce what I consider to be the warped logic of the insurance industry, I had
some research done to find out what has caused the insurance losses in Australia over a
period of time. It seems reasonable if someone says, "You have a cyclone prone area and
you suffer an enormous amount of damage from cyclones so your insurance premiums
should go up.' That does not seem to happen anywhere else, but for some reason our
premiums go up. I researched related insurance losses in the last period details were kept
accurately, and that is between 1967 and 1985. It is not a short period, but we examined the
cost of cyclones - and this is Australia wide; it is not just Western Australia. Floods have
caused insurance claims to the value of $471.1 million. Bushfires have caused damage to the
value of $343.75 million; storms south of the twenty-sixth parallel have cost $565 million in
insurance claims. That is a total from floods, fires and storms of $1 379.85 million over that
18 or 19 year period- Cyclones have caused a total damage over the same period of
$929.77 million. All these values are in 1985 dollars.
In 1974 cyclone Tracy caused damage to the value of $506 million, If we leave that out of
the calculations, because that was a significant event, we are left with cyclone damage to the
tune of $423 million, which is less than the damage caused by storms south of the twenty-
sixth parallel and less than that caused by floods throughout Australia. We must ask
ourselves why Port Hedland is singled out, particularly when we remember the figures 1
related before. Fires caused damage amounting to $343 million - similar to that caused by
cyclones. In Port Hedland, in the cyclone area, it costs $648 to insure a house. In the middle
of the bushfire area in Victoria it costs $148 for insurance of the same value. We must ask
what is going on. We are now talking about events which have cost the insurance industry
more than cyclones. Discounting cyclone Tracy, these things have cost insurance companies
more than cyclones. In the flood prone area of Brisbane it costs $182 to insure a house
which, in Port Hedland, would cost $648. It does not matter which way we go, household
and contents insurance premiums for Port Hedland, or anywhere in the Pilbara generally, do
not add up. The premiums I gave for Port Hedland are not much different from those for
inland towns of the Pilbara which have never had a cyclone. Perth has had more cyclones
causing more damage than Parabunioo, which has no claim history of cyclone damage at all.
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Why does Paraburdoo find itself paying 75 per cent to 80 per cent more for its insurance than
a similar place in Penth?
When one considers the anecdotal evidence one becomes more and more confused. I
certainly do. A friend of mine first brought this matter to my attention. He had insured with
the Hospital Benefit Fund for 18 or 19 years. His claims history was not what one could call
significant - a swimming Pool PUMP Motor, and a window, over 18 years. However, out of
the blue he received a letter from the insurance company saying that his policy would not be
renewed. The company had chosen not to operate its business north of the twenty-sixth
parallel. In other words, a customer of some 18 years' standing could no longer access his
insurance company because it had changed its mind - on what evidence, it did niot say. As
further anecdotal evidence,!I was told on the weekend that a 22 year old man who drives a
GTS Monaro had his premium endorsed by his parents - for some reason best known to
them. They paid $1 400 a year to insure the car. I make no complaint about that. However,
anyone who thought about that situation for more than five minutes would understand that it
would be a recipe for disaster for a 22 year old to own a five litre Monaro in a country town.
An accident occurred involving someone driving into his car at a shopping centre, where the
car was parked. As a result, the insurance premium increased to $2 100. That is reasonable
and justifiable. However, I was told that the parents were informed by the insurance agent
that if the car were registered in the name of their small business, and the son designated as
the sole driver, the premium would decrease to approximately $700 a year. That is
absolutely amazing. Either we have some substance to the premiums set in the insurance
industry, or we do not.
I argue, and I have argued, that the insurance industry has a responsibility to substantiate its
charges to the consumers. It is offensive that the twenty-sixth parallel line on the map logic
is applied in this regard. I know that people in the Pilbara find it offensive and distasteful to
see the wording along the bottom of the television screen that they will be required to pay
higher premiums or they will not be considered for the product. I am not convinced by the
evidence to date from the Insurance Council of Australia. My inquiries to Mr Carter have
not resulted in evidence of any significance; he has undertaken to provide further
information. It is obvious to anyone who looks at the graphs we have produced and the
information contained in those papers, that the Pilbara or anywhere north of the twenty-sixth
parallel receives attention from the retailers and the insurance industry. I am loath to bind
the two together but as a result of this speech it falls that way.
I have spoken with the Insurance Council of Australia, through Mr Tony Canter. I invite both
the Insurance Council and insurance companies to respond and I will send all of them a copy
of my speech. I would like to bear from them either publicly or privately. Perhaps we have
overlooked something, but the evidence seems to be conclusive that the Pilbara is not
receiving a fair shake. The duty lies with the insurance industry to show in what way we are
receiving a fair shake. 1 look forward to further dealings with the Insurance Council of
Australia. I hope that agreement can be reached between its members and the group I
represent in this case, and that we will work towards a reduction of insurance costs for
people in the north west.
MR NICHOLLS (Mandurah) [9.45 pm]: I begin my comments on the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill by reiterating the points raised by the member for
Scarborough. I find it alarming to have brought to my attention the enormity of the amounts
borrowed by the State Government in the past two years, and the debts of this State. Last
year's borrowings were in the order of $193.8 million and this year they will be
$318 million. Those borrowings will add to our current debt, increasing it to around
$8 billion. That figure is just under the amount of the consolidated revenue raised in a two
year term. Every Western Australian should be worried about that situation. However, the
onus rests solely on the shoulders of the Government to ensure some debt management
scheme is implemented and to ensure that the debt is well managed so that our future
generations are not left with the legacy of not being able to afford to service such debts.
I trm now to the substance of my speech. It is unfortunate that the hour is reasonably late
because I would have liked more members to be present to interact with some of the
comments I am about to make. Budget debates traditionally allow all members to cover both
general issues and local electorate matters, I will now focus on the general issue of the
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economic benefits of the traditional family. I continually hear arguments about the reasons
why we are seeing the demise of the traditional family, why the traditional family is no
longer considered as vital, and why a general deterioration in society has occurred.
I attended the Australian Family Association conference in Sydney on 31 August this year.
It was held at Sydney University, and was a most enjoyable conference. I commend both the
organisers and the speakers at that conference because it was not only very enlightening but
also very well run. One of the speakers to whom I listened intently was Professor Alf
Pollard, foundation Professor of Actuarial Studies at Macquarie University. Jt was a
pleasurable experience to have such a learned person espousing the benefits of the traditional
family. ile went further and demonstrated the economic benefits of the traditional family.
Tonight I would like to touch on some points raised in his speech, and to generate either
seone debate or some interest for the members of this House so that they can pursue the same
sort of logic. We may then experience a far brighter future for our community in general.
[Quorum formed.)
Mr NICHOLLS: The traditional family unit is the essential basis of a good society.
Australia has seen the family structure change dramatically in the past 20 years. From a
purely economic point of view the family has changed in two ways in the last 20 years, the
first being the trend toward a smaller family unit arid the second, changing family patterns
and lifestyle. Since 1971 the crude birth rate has fallen by 29 per cent, which has had a
dramatic effect on our economy and our society in general. If the birth rate had remained at
the 1971 level it is likely we would have had an additional one and a half million children
under the age of 16 in Australia today. None of those children would be in the work force,
but all would be creating demands and those demands would have equated to more jobs and
employment. For example, Australia wide, there could have been 3 500 extra schools with
construction and associated manning levels; 84 000 teachers plus teacher training; 3 400
additional doctors, consulting rooms and secretarial staff; 530 dentists; 20 more 100 bed
maternity hospitals plus nurses, cleaners, and so on and 30 more 100 bed hospitals with
associated infrastructure. That is a very brief look at some of the areas where long term
employment could have been created.
The other point is that births are the best form of immigration. With the immigration debate
once again staffing to come to the fore in Australia, it is not hard to see that if we were to
have maintained that 1971 birth rate we would not have needed the high levels of
immigration that we are looking at today to stimulate demand. T1herefore, I suggest that
smaller families have led to an increase in unemployment; that the demands of an extra one
and a half million children would have required approximately 700 000 additional people
working and reducing our unemployment to the low level of 1.5 per cent, or what is
described as the full employment rate. Unemployment is one of the major causes of misery,
poverty and crime and I am proposing that if we had maintained the 1971 birth rate we could
have been in a far better situation with regard to demand, and therefore in a better situation
with employment.
Governments have done nothing to encourage larger families; in fact, Governments have
actively discouraged larger families through their taxation and social policies. Any person in
a family which has two parents, one income and children knows that quite well. They are
possibly the most disadvantaged group within our society today. That is one of the major
travesties that we must address as a State and as a nation. It is interesting to focus on the
Singapore experience. In 1976 Professor Pollard was asked by the Government of Singapore
to make a population projection for a 10 year economic plan. That included a Government
sponsored plan to cut the birthrate, believing that resources were better used developing
industries rather than families. The birth control campaign worked remarkably well. Now
Singapore realises its mistake; some 15 years later it is experiencing acute labour shortages
in essential services and critical age groups, and it is at the point where it is creating financial
incentives to rectify the imbalance that its previous policies had created. I am not suggesting
that we should encourage a massive population boost in Australia by creating financial or
social incentives, but we should be trying to remove the disincentives for people to maintain
a traditional family focus and to allow them to be both parents and providers to their family.
The second major reason for the demise of the traditional family has been the change in
family patterns and lifestyles. One of the fastest growing family patterns in percentage

4758 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 17 September 19911 45

terms, although it is not yet taking over from the traditional family, is the single or sale
parent family. The sole parent family has grown quickly in society over recent decades for a
number of reasons, but the major reason is marriage breakdown. This issue has been
addressed in a number of forums, and many reasons have been attached to it, but
predominantly it has come down to economidcs and possibly a change in expectations within
our society.
Dr Watson: It is 1991, not 1956, in case the member has not noticed.
Mr NICHOLLS: The Minister assisting the Minister for affirmative action should listen:
Wbether it is 1956 or 1991, the basis of our nation is not much different. If strong family
units existed in society today, much of the money being poured into salving the social ills in
the community could be directed to more positive ends. A major reason why strong family
units do not exist is marriage breakdowns; each year about 40 000 children in Australia
experience the trauma of their parents' divorces. Another reason for the lack of strong
family units is ex-nuptial births, and tbis has resulted in a change in expectations from
people. In 1990 there were 57 800 tx-nuptial births in Australia and in 14 years the total of
tx-nuptial births has risen from 10 per cent of all births to 22 per cent of all births. Also, in
12 years the number of mothers under the age of 21 having ex-nuptial children has risen from
35 percent to 71 per cent. This has all occurred in an era in which people are meant to be far
more enlightened about birth control.
Dr Watson: You have been blaming birth control on small families.
Mr NICHOLLS: The Minister is not listening. I was saying that a number of factors are
responsible for the demise of the traditional family. However, the economic rewards
resulting from the maintenance of traditional family units could have equated to 700 000
jobs - that is, if the 1971 birth rates had been maintained through to 1991. It can be debated
whether that is reality or theory, but that has not happened. We have seen a marked change
in the traditional family structure in the past two decades. Birth control is not the problem in
relation to the demise of traditional family units, but when we are meant to be in an
enlightened era it is strange that more ex-nuptial births are occurring, particularly when one
examines the figures on mothers under 21 and compares them to the figures from 12 years
ago. I am not denigrating anyone but presenting a fact which supports my view that the
traditional family is changing markedly.
There has been a change in famnily patterns and lifestyles. An increasing number of women
never marry, and a number of factors have led to that. The percentage of women between
the ages of 20 and 24 who do not marry has increased from 39 per cent in 1976 to 77 per cent
in 1987- The percentage of women unmarried between the ages of 25 to 29 in 1976 was
13 per cent; in 1986 that had increased to 27 per cent. There are a number of reasons for this,
including the acceptance of de facto relationships and an increase in the number of sole
parent families. This may simply be because people are not having children or, as some
people in the community believe, it may be a result of changes in lifestyles. Many people
believe that it is none of our business if people choose not to have children, and that these
decisions should be made by individuals. However, they should be of concern to all of us
when examining the economic implications of these lifestyle changes. Approximately
$20.5 million is paid out each year in sole parent benefits. That is not only an additional
burden on taxpayers, but alsor a major long term burden carried by our society. Almost
60 per cent of sole parent families live on or below the poverty line.
Dr Watson: That is because the fathers do not pay for the kids.
Mr NICHOLLS: Again, I am not being judgmental, but am pointing out the statistics, and
we need to be careful about using statistics. The number of sale parent families living on and
below the poverty line is of major concern, especially when compared with the 3.5 per cent
of two parent families living on or below the poverty line. That is a dramatic difference, and
that problem needs to be focused on and hopefully addressed.
Mr Shave: Are you saying the fathers do not pay for the kids?
Dr Watson: Yes, most separated families are not supported by the fathers.
Mr Lewis: They have got to because there is Federal legislation.
Mr NICHOLLS: Before we go off on a tangent I point out that over 40 per cent of families
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with children have both parnts working. Most of the parties in those situations are working
because they are crying to survive, not because they chose to embark on or continue a career.
They also cannot readily change that career path if it is not to their liking.
Mr P.1. Smith: Where are you getting these facts from?
Mr NICHOLLS: From the Austiralian Bureau of Statistics.
Mr P.J. Smith: Does ABS says that these women are working to survive?
Mr NICHOLLS: I said that about 40 per cent of families with children have both parents
working. I commented that I believe chat most of those people worked because they have to
rather than because they want to.
Mr P.J. Smith: I have found it is the reverse. People I speak to work not so much to survive
as because they want to provide extras for their families.
Mr Clarko: You mean like bread and butter?
Mr P.J. Smith: No, not at all.
Mr NICHOLLS: I am glad my comments are generating thought among members because
the reason I have introuced this subject tonight is to try to initiate a different focus on the
family in our society. We must make sure that we do not lock ourselves into a debate on
equity, affirmative action or whether we should allow or disallow something by regulation.
when discussing these matters. When examining community attitudes most people forget
that economic output depends on infrastructure. Infrastructure refers not only to roads and
bridges, but also to people. When we examine traditional families we are also examining the
framework and infrastructure put in place so that many of the welfare needs are met by the
family or extended family relations, If we are looking at the other side of our social
environment and at the economy, we need to consider the work ethic, as developing a work
ethic results in increased production. A development of pride in achievement would mean an
increase in quality. The same applies to the family situation. A strong ethic in marriage and
the family would mean a pride in the marriage and the family. Only then will we achieve
good productivity from a family, and a greater quality of life in a family. We could, as
legislators, legislate for a 35 hour week. However, we all know that that legislation alone
would not force people to do an honest day's work. Economic output depends greatly on
community attitudes. In Australia today we seem to be continually looking for mitigating
circumstances whenever somebody commits an offence. We seem to be embracing a view
that dishonesty is almost acceptable behaviour. As I said, we cannot legislate to try to fix the
ills of society and we cannot legislate to stop crime; all we can do is legislate to put
parameters in place so that people know what is expected of them. Over the years we have
increased the numbers of and funding for police. However, all the time crime is increasing.
Spending money does not solve our problems. We need to work on the resources and not
direct all of them to outcomes. I raise these points on the family because we need to try to
put some of these resources into preventive medicine rather than waiting until the disease
becomes so advanced that we need to carry out drastic surgery. Whether we are talking
about homeless youth, violence, crime or fraud, it all reflects on the values of our society.
I obtained a copy of a report on a survey done for the marketing of products by a group
called Mattingly and Partners. It focused on what the future family in Australia will look
like. The report was aptly titled "She won't be right". It was compiled after surveying
425 adults in Melbourne and Sydney. Alarmingly, many of the people who were surveyed
believed that the family was under threat. Those surveyed believed that the economy, the
environment and emotion are and will continue to produce irreversible changes in the
structure and nature of Australian families. Money pressures directly affect family break-
ups, unemployment, both parents having to work to survive and children becoming an
unaffordable luxury. It is interesting that those sorts of comments should come from a
marketing survey. It seems that pessimism is overtaking most of our future.
Some other findings included a belief that there will be an increase in the independence of
individuals and selfish individualism. People may share a common accommodation but
individuals will pursue their own desires, and those desires are likely to cake priority over
those of the family. It suggests that, as traditional families continue to break up, new interest
groups will emerge linked more to common interests such as work, hobbies and political
groups. It concerns me to see chat this sort of information is contained in a marketing survey.
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However, it reinforces many of the things we have heard about threats to the family structure
in our society and it is an indictment of the way we have allowed the family structure to be
denigrated over the last few decades. Very solid and forthright action should be taken to
ensure that the future of our country and our State is in secure hands. We need to analyse the
values of the traditional family and re-establish a culture which is based on a work ethic,
pride in achievement, the concept that one's word is one's bond, respect for others
individually and collectively, paying one's dues and, most importantly, that crime,
dishonesty and fraud are wrong and should not be promoted or accepted.
The Spanish philosopher, Santayana, said that the family was one of nature's masterpieces. I
believe that philosophy should be cherished. Bernard Shaw said over 50 years ago that the
greatest service that can be rendered by anyone to his country and to mankind is to bring up a
family. I believe those words are truer today than they were 50 years ago.
The Budget papers reveal that we are spending twice as much to fund an awareness program
to promote manual handling and hazardous substance regulations and codes in industry and
the community as we are putting into marriage guidance counselling. That is a clear
indication of our priorities at the moment. To summarise, if we had continued with our crude
birth rate from 1971, there would be an additional 1.5 million Australians under the age of
16, none of whom would be working but who would have areated a demand for 17 000 more
jobs.
In the few minutes that I have left, I will turn to issues that affect my electorate of Mandurah.
A topical issue wherever I go is the police. Every time I speak in a Budget debate I ask the
Government to give priority to sending additional police to Mandurah. I am asking for the
same thing today; there is a need to provide more police in Mandurah because of the rapidly
increasing population and an escalation in crime. Of major concern is the fact that the
forensic officer attached to the Mandurah Police Station went on annual leave and was away
for four weeks and that officer was not replaced. I understand that forensic science is one of
the expert areas required to solve crimes because evidence must be collected from the scene
of a crime to pursue an offender in the courts. It is hard to believe that an officer with that
sort of expertise who goes on holidays is not replaced.
Mr Trenorden: Do you know that we were promidsed 1 000 new policemen in this State in
1987? What number has been employed? It is about 200. That is why we cannot get
officers in Mandurah or in Northam.
Mr NICHOLLS: That is probably one of the real problems; the Government keeps making
statements full of empty promises. I want to see additional police manpower in Mandumah,
rather than listen to empty promises. I also draw to the attention of the House the amount of
time police officers, as well as ordinary citizens, spend in our court system. Much of the
ine of police officers, particularly those in Mandurah, can be taken up waiting for cases to

be heard. In some instances, after the police officer has waited in the court for much of the
day, the case is remanded to another date. I briefly record an incident which was relayed to
me. Prior to Christmas last year a certain person decided to visit his ex-wife. She had
remarried and she refusedi him entry to her home. He, therefore, decided to jump through the
window. She telephoned the police and while she was on the telephone the police could hear
the disturbance going on. When they reached the residence they had no trouble finding
evidence of the reign of terror to which this man had subjected his ex-wife. As a result of
that behaviour the man was asked to appear before the court on two occasions. On both days
the police officer and the other persn involved, a civilian, spent most of their day in the
court only to find that the case was remanded. On the third occasion the offender did not
turn up, and these two people spent a large portion of yet another day waiting around the
court. We must look at this situation very carefully. I am not sure what the answer is, but
this issue should be addressed because if this waiting around could be avoided it would give
our police officers more time in which to do the jobs for which they are employed.
I refer now to the issue of drugs. Drugs, whether illicit or legal, such as alcohol, are a major
factor in many of the crimes committed in our community today. That is why 1 am
dissatisfied when I read that people caught with large amounts of drugs in their possession
are given light sentences. I suggest that the penalties are such that it is worth their taking a
chance of dealing in these drugs and running the risk of being caught. I do not want to
comment on an individual case, except to say that one such offender had 900 grams of
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amphetamines in his possession with intent to sell. I consider that possessing such a large
quantity of drugs is a serious offence, bearing in mind that many young people in the
community are the users of these sorts of drugs.
I now refer to the Water Authority and the difficulty I have in understanding its policies and
its justification for the charges it makes. The small business sector in Mandurah has a major
problem with regard to the rates charged for water and sewerage. For example, a property
with a rateable value of $26 254 was charged $2 642.29, and another property with a rateable
value of $37 340 was charged $4 130.78. A property in Perth with a rateable value of
$44 200 was charged rates of $4 104.72. 1 find it hard to understand why a property in Perth
should pay lower rates for sewerage and water than a small business property in Mandurab.
The amounts charged for water and sewerage rates for small businesses are such that in a
nine year period the amounts paid in rates would equate to the total rateable value of their
properties. That seems somewhat unbalanced.
I refer to another change of policy by the Water Authority: A couple decided to buy a
property in Mandurah and they went to the office of the Water Authority in March this year
to inquire about a sewerage extension to their property, which was 25 metres from the
existing sewerage line. They were told the Water Authority would install the sewerage
extension at no cost. However, when they went to the office with their house pians recently
they were told that, following a change in policy, not only would a charge be made for the
connection, but also they must pay the Water Authority $98 to quote for the work. The
Water Authority has a monopoly on the service, and I believe it is out of control.
A further policy change to which I draw attention relates to duplex blocks. A person
purchased a duplex block which was already serviced by sewerage and water lines. The
person wished to build a duplex on the vacant land and was told by the Water Authority that
he must pay headworks charges of $2 365.88 for the benefit of connecting to the mains, This
was despite the fact that the connection was part of the previous development fees and,
indeed, the Water Authority had already extracted its pound of flesh from the original
developer- I would like a very close investigation carried out on the Water Authority and its
charges in general.
In the remaining few minutes I shall refer to two further issues: The first is public transport
in Mandurah. I have raised this matter in the House on a number of occasions, but I restate
my view that Mandurali, as a rapidly growing city with a population of 27 000, needs an
internal bus service.. As members know, Mandurah is in t Transperth region and private
enterpnise cannot operate on Transperth routes. We also need a more comprehensive
transport service between Mandurah and the metropolitan area, not to mention the railways
enabling Bill that we have been waiting for eight months to see come into the Parliament,
and I hope that will come into the Parliament before the end of this year.
The last matter I want to raise is the Mandurah entrance. I was led to believe tonight that the
entrance is being closed to all craft because it is silted up, and that it will be closed for about
two months before the dredging will take place. Mandurah is a locality that relies heavily on
water activities, not to mention the fact that we try to provide some stimulation to the local
economy through both recreational and professional fishing; therefore, it seems to me that
the priori ties are way off beam. We talk about tourism, and the school holidays are coming
up in a few weeks, yet no-one will be able to get out through the bar. The Government talks
about how itris interested in the environment and wants to enhance it. However, we have
here a situation where a bar has formed and the entrance is totally silted up. There is
minimal water exchange; therefore, it is likely that we will see another algal bloom in the
Peel estuary. I raise these issues in the hope that there will be a response from the
Government and also from members in general. I have no problem in inviting any member
of the House to take up the issues of traditional families and the economy, and I look forward
to some positive action from the Government.
MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [10.31 pm]: I wish to give the House another example of a
Jack of ministerial responsibility and accountability, and of proper resource management, and
in this respect I refer to the Mindarie Keys marina development. The Mindarie Keys Marina
Agreement was signed in December 1985 to facilitate the exchange of land, the granting of
jetty and mooring licences and the lease of the marina sea-bed. The marina was constructed
by a private land developer as part of a residential and commercial land development
scheme.
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Mr Trenorden: It broke a whole stack of laws in doing it.
Mrs EDWARDES: All will be revealed.
Mr Trenorden: Just before the member continues, in a normal year, without any WA Incs
and so forth, that would be enough to bring down a Government.
Mrs EDWARDES: It certainly is interesting. This is another WA Inc-type deal because this
development was the subject of a formal agreement between the private developer, the then
Premier in association with the Minister for Transport on behalf of the State, and the City of
Wanneroo. The development actually involved a land exchange between the Crown and the
developer, with a small cash adjustment paid by the developer for the additional land
received as a result of the difference in land areas. The document from which I am reporting
is the Report of the Auditor General on the Development of Coastal Marinas and Boat
Harbours, tabled in this House and dated 12 July 1991. The Auditor General reports that
under the agreement, any additional land gained by the developer in the exchange was valued
on "the same lowest value land use basis" at the date of the agreement. Then comes the
interesting part, which is really an example of the great negotiating skills of this Government
on behalf of the taxpayers. It states -

As a consequence of the development, part of the land the Crown received from the
developer became sea bed in the marina and the other part became public open space.
The land the developer received from the Crown (including an area which was
previously sea bed) became freehold development sites.

Therefore, we got the ocean, and the developer got the freehold development sites. The
report continues -

Thus, the land acquired by the State now has little value whereas that acquired by the
developer has risen substantially in value.

Mr Pearce: I read that report by the Auditor General. It was a remarkably stupid report.
Mrs EDWARDES: Is the Minister attacking the Auditor General and his independence?
Mr Pearce: In that regard, I am. It shows a complete disregard for and misunderstanding of
the basis on which that agreement was set up. I was the Minister for Planning when that
agreement was entered into, and I was very much involved in the discussions.
Mr Court: Now that you have said that I will read that report.
Mr Pearce: It was a particularly foolish report by the Auditor General and does nothing to
enhance the esteem that one should hold for that office.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am really pleased that the Leader of the House has admitted that he
was the Minister for Planning at the time, because when it gets down to my discussing other
aspects of it, the Department of Land Administration, which I take it was under the
Mtinister's responsibility -

Mr Pearce: No, it was not.
Mrs EDWARDES: Okay; let us talk about what the Department of Land Administration did.
The department agreed to the boundaries proposed by the developer, without effectively
checking them back to the original plans, and when it was asked for the reason - and this is
on page 32 of the report - it stated that -

The Commission is advised that it is not constrained in its statutory decision making
by the terms of legal agreements entered into by other parties although due regard is
given to agreements involving the State where the terms have planning implications.
Such was the case with the Mindarie Keys Project Agreement where the Commission
approved a plan of subdivision identical to the Subdivision Guide Plan contained in
the Agreement. Although it was expected that the developer would provide public
pedestrian access through the harbour, the developer nevertheless submitted
Diagrams of Survey which did not conform to the Subdivision Guide Plan and
subdivision plan approved and these were inadvertently endorsed by the Commission.

The excuse given by the department was that the diagrams were inadvertently endorsed.
However, when we consider the fact that the developer con structed roads on two Crown
reserves, and the department has acknowledged that it inadvertently approved that
constructi on, without proper recourse to the original plans -
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Mr Catania: Was it subject to litigation?
Mrs EDWARDES: No; they did not proceed with it, the report says.
Mr Pearce: That is a good illustration of why the Auditor General ought to confine himself
to rows of figures.
Mrs EDWARDES: The Auditor General states at the beginning of his report that -

The procedures adopted in implementing the agreement between the private
developer and the Government for the Mindarie Keys Marina. ... proved deficient in
that:

* the Department of Land Administration agreed to final surveyed land
exchange boundaries proposed by the developer which differed from the
boundaries detailed in the Agreement plan;

* the subdivisional arrangements approved by the State Planning Commission
have not ensured the intended indefinite public access rights to the waterfront
at three points to the marina and at one point to the ocean; and

- the developer has constructed parts of roads on Crown recreation reserves and
public foreshore as opposed to the normal procedures whereby such roads are
constructed on the developer's land.

That is in addition to the fact that the State got the ocean and the developer got the valuable
land.
Mr Trenorden: When did that occur?
Mrs EDWARDES: In December 1985, just before the 1986 election.
Mr Trenorden: That is right; just before the election these wonderful things occurred.
Mrs EDWARDES: Tonight I had in this House some guests from the Wanneroo, Whitford
and Kingsley electorates. The issues they raised included some difficulties they have had in
getting police to respond to calls they have made. One ex-Army gentleman stated that on
three separate occasions he had apprehended juveniles who were about to steal motor
vehicles in the small street in which he lives. Upon calling the police, on all three occasions
the police were unable to attend, and on the earliest occasion he waited three-quarters of an
hour. The police told the wife of this gentleman that they really could not get there, and
when that lady told them that her husband had apprehended a young lad and had him in a
hold the police said they were sorry and asked if her husband could hold him for half an
hour. Of course, that is ridiculous.
I refer to some of the crimes statistics in the Warwick area. A new police station has been
proposed for Joondalup. The Warwick police station now covens an enormous area - east of
Wanneroo Road where there are some quite serious problems with drugs and violence, and
all the way up the coastal area, which is subject to breaking and entering and so on. The
reported crime trends for Western Australia for May 1991 indicate that the increase in
breaking arid entering and theft offences in Warwick from 1986 was 47.8 per cent. For
assault offences Warwick had the smallest increase, only 12,1 per cent. However, the
Warwick police cover a huge area and these statistics do not take into account the unreported
offences or those where the police do not get to deal with the issues at all. The people in my
electorate want the Government to ensure that when the Joondalup Police Station opens it
will be properly manned and resourced after hours, as the crooks do not take evenings and
weekends off; they do not steal and break and enter only during the daytime.
I want now to raise an issue of enormous importance; that is, a decision which was made last
February and which has huge implications right across the community in all public buildings
and buildings where employees work. I refer to smoking and the effect of passive smoking.
On 7 February 1991 Mr Justice Trevor Morling of the Federal Court of Austr-alia handed
down what has been described as an historic decision. I refer to that case, Australian
Federation of Consumer Organisations Inc v Tobacco Institute of Australia Ltd. Action was
taken to stop some misleading information the Tobacco Instimute had placed in an
advertisement which claimed that there was nothing which proved scientifically that cigarette
smoke causes disease in non-smokers. The decision came down on the basis that an
injunction was granted to stop the Tobacco Institute from putting forward that sort of
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advertising in future; but the ramifications of that decision for the community at large are
enormous. There is a trend now for people in public buildings and in their workplaces to go
outside to smoke. In some instances it has been a mailer of putting on notice people in the
private sector as well, so I am sure that in future we will find a trend to non-smoking in all
public places such as restaurants. It will be interesting to see exactly how the Government
faces this issue.
Dr Watson: Are you supporting the tobacco industry?
Mrs EDWARDES: The Minister is not listening. If she listens very carefully she will hear
that I happen to be one of those non-smokers who becomes aggravated every time I go to a
place where there is cigarette smoke; but is it the aggravation or the fact that there is a real
health risk?
Dr Watson: Indeed there is a risk.
Mrs EDWARDES: The evidence is quite clear, and in fact since this advertisement first hit
the streets in 1985 there has been more medical evidence to support a causal link between
passive cigarette smoking and disease in non-smokers. It has been recorded that in the last
year 140 non-smokers have died in Western Australia from lung cancer.
Mr Bloffwitch: Have they attributed that directly to nicotine and smoke?
Mrs EDWARDES: I have not seen the epidemiological methods of how they assessed that
survey. However, businesses right across the board will now have to be aware of a
likelihood of a comeback to them by their employees, because there is a foreseeable risk that
if they allow smoking on their premises there is the potential for an employee or an
ex-employee to make a damages claim at some time in the future. Therefore it is very
important to ensure that small businesses, businesses at large and people across the board are
aware of the possible implications. I wonder whether people involved in the workers'
compensation area are taking note of this; I wonder also what the Government will do in
respect of some of its agencies, particularly the Totalisator Agency Board. I raise that
question because the Government has not indicated what it will do about that.
I refer now to the Budget as it affects women's groups. In July this year the Premier
announced some new initiatives for women in a document entitled "Women Working
Everywhere". In the introduction the Premier noted that -

Women can also be disadvantaged by where they live. Outer metropolitan suburbs
have limited access to transport and inadequate social infrastructure,

The Premier went on to refer to agencies, and said -

While most agencies already man programs for women, there is a need to re-examine -
on a regular basis - the ways in which they deliver services to women to ensure they
are relevant and meaningful.

There have been two instances recently. One was a letter to the editor in yesterday's The
West Australian, and I am sure all members of Parliament also received a letter from the
Womens Refuge Group of WA advising that its funding had been cut. However, there is an
example closer to my electorate; that is, the Ocean Ridge community group, colloquially
known as Cranny Spier's community group. The Government sets up these projects with
funds and later decides all of a sudden that the local council, the community group or
somebody else can pay for it- It says, "We have set it up, it has started to run these programs,
we have a little pocket in this area, another in that area and another somewhere else, and we
are sure somebody else will pick up the tabs." However, that does not happen. I cite as an
example Granny Spier's community group, which will be enormously disadvantaged because
of the funding cuts it has received. The people who will be affected by that are the group it
services.
Mrs Watkins: They have not experienced any funding cuts at all. I suggest the member stop
right there and come to Granny Spier's tomorrow morning when the Minister goes there to
talk about the increase in funding.
Mrs EDWARDES: Wonderful! I am sure that any assistance I have been able to secure in
that respect will be appreciated by Mary Stewart, the coordinator.
Mrs Watkins: It is not your assistance.
00185-S
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Mrs EDWARDES: I will be pleased to learn from Mary Stewart tomorrow what the Premier
has to say.
Mrs Watkins: The Premier is not going out there, the Minister is.
Mrs EDWARDES: I will appreciate it if they receive the support they deserve and to which
they are entitled.
Mrs Watkins: I could not agree more.
Mr Shave: The member for Kingsley does a lot for the people out that way.
Mrs Watkins: Does she? I have never seen her there.
Mrs EDWARDES: Perhaps that is because the member for Wanneroo is not there when I am
there. Does she think that is the case?
Mrs Watkins: Possibly because they know of the animosity between us and they would not
ad'vise us-ta visit at the same rime.
Mrs EDWARDES: I hope that the programs, the pilot programs, and the establishment of
new initiatives and so on will be resourced. I hope that they will not just be set up as an
election gimmick for following years, I hope that they will be created seriously.
Dr Watson: We can stand on our record.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs EDWARDES: I am pleased that the Government can stand on its record because the
Womens Refuge Group of Western Australia wishes to bring to the attention of the State
Government that funds for women's refuges have been cut by $200 000. Perhaps the
Minister can stand on that record. Putting aside cuts in funds, a refuge for men is needed
because men who must leave home with young children must go somewhere. It is not
suitable for them to go to a refuge for men with young children.
Mr Kobelke: The SAP scheme .offers crisis accommodation for single men with children.
There are about 90 such institutions or e6tablishments throughout Western Australia. They
cater for youth, families, single women and single men. The institutions are more oriented
towards single women because they are more likely to be victims of such violence.
Mrs EDWARDES: If 90 such institutions exist, obviously there is a need for 91. There is
enormous demand for refuges for men with young children who have no access to such
places. I do not know where the figure of 90 comes from.
I turn to another area which represents bureaucracy gone mad in east Wanneroo. At the end
of last year an announcement was made regarding development of the east perimeter road,
and we have spoken about that many times in this place. The location of the road has been
changed by a working group comprising residents and members of the City of Wanneroo.
The working party promoted option C which changed the position of the road. Mr Chris
Webb who lives at Marangaroo decided he would like to build a home so he bought a block
of land at Lakelands Drive, (3nangara: He bought that land just before, the announcement of
the plans to put through the east perimeter road. So when he went to put in his building
application to the City of Wannemoo he was advised that the perimeter road was to go right
through his house. That is great - to have a new road through a new house. He paid
$107 000 for the block; he put down $40 000 and negotiated a $60 000 loan. He was to sell
his house in Marangaroo so that he could afford to pay off the loan. So, while he is waiting
for the Government to make a decision, he is paying interest into a large black hole. This
will do nothing for him or for anyone else - other than the financial institution - because we
are waiting for a decision from the Government about what will be done. Does he build?
Does he sell?
Mr Blaikie: In the good old days, if it were Laurie Connell, Alan Bond, or Robert Holmes a
Court they would have received a decision overnight.
Mrs EDWARDES: Or over the weekend! Some of the decisions in this place must be
ethical.
Mr Pearce: Which ones don't have to be ethical?
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Mrs EDWARDES: We should put ethics into what we do and what the Government does.
Mr Pearce: The member said that some decisions in this place must be ethical, If there are
examples of decisions not being ethical, we should hear about them.
Mrs EDWARDES: The delay with this decision is certainly not ethical. The gentleman
about whom I speak is facing problems because of a lack of decision by the Government.
That is causing this man to waste money.
Mrs Watkins: Come on! That's not fair. The people of Wanneroo have asked the
Government, through myself and through the member for Kingsley, to stave off a decision,
and to keep open that submission period until the end of July. The people on the committee
had also asked the Government to form a working party to have a look at the things that have
been asked for. That is exactly what the Government has done. I agree that Chris Webb has
been caught in the middle.
Mrs EDWARDES: When was the final decision regarding option C made by the working
group?
Mrs Watkins: Option C was announced after the submission period closed. However, option
C is precisely an option. It is one that has been put to the City of Wanneroo along with
options A and B. The City of Wanneroo has decided that option C is the best possible
option.
Mrs EDWARDES: That was in July.
Mrs Watkins: No, it was late July or early August.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs EDWARDES: The member for Wanneroo is saying that the option C announcement is
the one endorsed by the City of Wanneroo after the City of Wanneroo, the residents, and the
working group of the Government got together in July! It is now September. When will we
get a decision from the Government?
Mrs Watkins: The working party is still looking at those options; they are still examining the
proposals. Can the member for Kingsley tell me whether the working party has accepted
submissions from residents?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I can see that this is a topic in which the member for
Wannemoo is involved. However, her interjecdions tend to turn into speeches at certain
points. She is running close to doing that now. I ask her to keep her interjections to an
appropriate length.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am sure that the member for Wanneroo is trying to say that the working
party has now come up with three options, and that the City of Wanneroo has endorsed the
idea and that there is no reason for further delay by the Government. A decision should have
been made yesterday, not tomorrow, next month, or in December. It was an ill-founded
scheme that went very wrong. The Government should make a decision to put it right. The
people out there do not want it. It had its origins with a bureaucrat from the Department of
Planning and Urban Development. It was so ill-founded that when the bureaucrat attended a
public meeting last year at which 2 000 people were present, he was asked whether he had
been out to see the siting of the roads; he replied, "I have my plans and maps." We are
learning on this side of the House, and I hope the Government is learning too, that one
should not allow bureaucrats to take control. We are the ones who are responsible for
taxpayers' interests, and it is important that we obtain a decision from the Government in this
regard. I am sorry that the Minister for Planning is not in the House. I would like to ask him
when we will have a decision regarding those options which have been discussed; this
applies particularly to the option which was endorsed by the City of Wanneroo.
[Leave granted for speech to be continued.]
Debate thus adjourned,

House adjourned at 11.01 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

BUSINESS MIGRATION PROGRAM - SUSPENSION
1100. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for State Development:

(1) Is the Premier aware of the recent decision by the Federal Immigration
Minister to discontinue the Business Migration Program?

(2) How many people have entered Western Australia under this program since
its inception?

(3) Does the Government support the suspension of the program?
(4) If not, what action has the Government taken to oppose that decisiozi?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) 1 am aware that the business migration program is being replaced by the

independent business skills category of migration which is to commence in
February 1992.

(2) The latest available statistics from the Department of Immigration, Local
Government and Ethnic Affairs which are for the period ended 31 December
1990 show that 6 735 persons entered Western Australia under this program
since the inception of the program in 1982.

(3)-(4)
The Government supponts the introduction of the new program and will be
providing suggestions to the Minister for Immigration for incorporation into
the new program.

UNDERWATER WORLD - HILLARYS
Sale - Greywinrer Pry Ltd, Coral World International

1141. Mr COURT to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:
(1) Did the Government announce on 4 July 1991 that the Hillarys Underwater

World had been sold to Greywinter Pry Ltd?
(2) Subsequently, did Coral World International purchase this project?
(3) If so, what price was paid for the project?
(4) When will they officially take possession?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) A media release was issued on 3 July 1991 announcing that an agreement had

been reached between Western Australian Development Corporation and
Graywinter Pty Ltd for the purchase of Perth Underwater World at 1-lillarys.

(2) Yes.
(3) $3450000.
(4) Completion took place on 5 September 1991.

UNDERWATER WORLD - HILLARYS
Senbosa, Singapore - Financial Report

1142. Mr COURT to the Minister assisting the Treasurer
(1) When the sale of the Hfillarys Underwater World and Singapore Underwater

World are finalised, will the Government provide Parliament with a detailed
financial report on all of the costs associated with these two projects?

(2) If yes, when would such a report be made available to the Parliament?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Full financial details of these transactions will be included in the report of the

Western Australian Development Corporation - WADC - which will be tabled
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in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act
at the completion of the liquidation of WATJC which is scheduled for
31 December 1991.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - BELL GROUP SHARES
Investment Discussions

1171. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:
(1) What discussions has the Minister had with any member of the State

Government Insurance Commission Board or staff or advisers including
Mr Turnbull, either directly or indirectly (via a staff member) about the SGIC
and its share dealings that involve the SC3IC's investments in the Bell Group
which owns The West Australian?

(2) When were those discussions held?
(3) What position did the Government indicate it had taken in respect of this

ownership?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) The SGIC board and management kept the Minister informed on matters

relating to the SGIC's investment in the Bell Group Limited convertible notes
as they developed.

(2) The board kept the Minister regularly informed of developments.
(3) The Government did not take a particular position on these SOIC investments.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - BELL GROUP SHARES
Investment Discussions - Packer, Turnbull, Tilley Meeting

1172. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:
(1) Was the Minister aware of the reported meeting between Mr Packer,

Mr Turnbull and Mr Tilley where the question of the State Government
Insurance Commission and its investment in The West Australian was
discussed?

(2) If so, when did he become aware of the meeting?
(3) Did Mr Turnbull report back to the SGIC'?
(4) What was the nature of Mr Turnbull's report?
(5) If Mr Turnbull did not report back, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 4 June 1991 when reference was made to it by the local media.
(3) Yes.
(4) Mr Turnbull reported back to the SOIC on a regular basis concerning the BeUl

Group Ltd reconstruction proposals.
(5) Not applicable.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE - SECOND LANGUAGE PROGRAMS
Mature Immigrants

1179. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) What programs does the current Government have to educate mature

immigrants in English as a second language?
(2) Where are those programs conducted?
(3) On what basis are they conducted?
Dr WATSON replied:
(1) The following programs are offered through the TAPE Adult Migrant

Education Service -
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intensive centre based courses;
community based courses in both the metropolitan and

country regions;
the English in the Workplace program;
a distance learning program;
a voluntary home tutor scheme; and
self access centres for individualised learning.

The following programs are offered through the TAFE Advanced English
Language Program -

migrant advanced english
English for academic purposes; and
English for occupational purposes.

(2) Programs are conducted by TAFE in a large number of metropolitan and
country locations.

(3) The Adult Migrant Education Service - AMES - is conducted on the bases of -
(a) the Immigration (Education) Act 1971 - Commonwealth;
(b) the Arrangement between the State of Western Australia and the

Commonwealth on the Adult Migrant Education Program - 1985
edition;

(c) the adult migrant education program national plan 1990-1992.
The advanced English language program operates on the basis of annual
funding allocations from DEET.

UNEMPLOYMENT - EMPLOYMENT
Western Australian Figures

1191. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Employment and
Training:
(1) From the latest figures published how many people are employed in Western

Australia?
(2) How many people are unemployed in Western Australia?
(3) How is the percentage of the number of people unemployed derived?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The latest ABS labour force survey results - August - show that -

(1) There were 758 700 employed persons in Western Australia, an
increase of 13 800 on the July figures.

(2) 93 900 looking for work.
(3) The unemployment rate is the number of persons not in employment

but actively looking for part time or full time work as a percentage of
the total labour force. Presently the unemployment rate is I11 per cent,
which is derived by dividing 93 900 - the number unemployed - by
825 500 - the State's labour force - and expressing this as a
percentage. The labour force is the aggregate of both the number of
people employed and those unemployed.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - BUNBURY
Child Psychiatrist

1205. Mr BRADSH-AW to the Minister for Health:
(1) Does Bunbury have a child psychiatrist visit the region?
(2) Was there previously a child psychiatrist visiting the region?
(3) If no to (1), will he arrange for a child psychiatrist to visit Bunbury on a

regular basis?
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Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.
(3) Efforts am currently being made to reinstitute tbis service.

WASTE TREATMENT PLANT - FORRESTDAJLE
Water Authority of Western Australia - Cleanaway Lease

1211. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the waste treatment plan: at Forrestdale leased by Cleanaway for a

monetary sum from the Water Authority of Western Australia?
(2) If so, what is that sum?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No, Envirogard lease the sire from the Minister far Health who in turn leases

the site from the Water Authority.
(2) The leasing fee was originally $250 000. This has now been adjusted in

accordance with increases in the CPI to approximately $305 000.
DENTAL THERAPY - CURTIN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

Closure
1219. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Halth

(1) Is the only accredited course in dental therapy in Western Australia, currently
conducted by the School of Dental Therapy at Curtin University, being closed
down?

(2) If so,
(a) what is the reason for the school to close;
(b) what action will the Government be taking to provide for the training

of dental therapists in Western Australia in the future?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Curtin University of Technology has indicated char the university will not be

conducting the first year component of the course in 1992 with a view to
phasing out the course completely.

(2) (a) Curtin University has indicated char it will have difficulty in funding
the course in spire of the fact that there has been no reduction in the
level of funding for the course during the 20 years it has been run by
the university.

(b) I have arranged for officers of the Health Department to meet with
Curtin University administration to discuss the funding difficulties and
reaffirm with Curtin the need for the course to be continued.

SCHOOLS - REPAIRS
Expenditure

1231. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
What is the total amount of money which has been spent on school repairs in
each of the last five financial years?

Dr GALLOP replied:

199091 1.5 mlli$
1989-90 16.5 million
1988-9 16.5 million
1987-89 15.0 million
1986-87 17.2 million
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COUNTRY TOURISM ASSOCIATION - BUDGET ALLOCATION
1240. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Tourism:

How much funding has been provided by the Government to the Country
Tourism Association in this year's State Budget?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
There is no specific allocation for the Country Tourism Association in the
1991-92 fiscal year. Funding will be determined on the completion of the
review of the Country Tourism Association's functions and structure. This
review is now finished and is awaiting the Country Tourism Association
member's comment.

BOATS - PRIVATE PLEASURE CRAFT
Registration Fees

1246. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Have there been increases in the fees charged for registration of private

pleasure craft since 1 July 1988?
(2) If so, what was and is the cost of annual registration of powered private

pleasure craft of the following size -

(a) 4 metre;
(b) 5 metre;
(c) 10 metre;
(d) 15 metre;
in the financial years -

(i) 1988-89;
00i 1989-90;
(iii) 1990-9 1;
(iv) 1991-92?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1988 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92

4 metre 21 22 24 26
5 metre 42 45 48 51
10 metre 80 85 91 97
15 metre 80 85 91 97

EDUCATION MINISTRY - BUDGET ALLOCATIONS
Minor Fault Rectification, Uinprogrammed and Programmed Maintenance

1250. Mr TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) What allocations have been made in this year's Budget for -

(a) minor fault rectification;
(b) unprogrammed maintenance;
(c) programmed maintenance?

(2) What are the types of work carried out under unprogrammed maintenance and
programmed maintenance?

(3) In this year's Budget are these funds allocated from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund as in previous years?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Allocations in the 1991-92 Budget have been made as follows -
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(a) Minor fault rectification $15.7 million
(b) Unprogrammed maintenance $2.53 million
(c) Programmed maintenance $11.97 million.

(2) Unprogrammed maintenance covers breakdown to complex items of
equipment or major damage to buildings involving expenditure above $1 000.
Examples would be breakdown of air-conditioning plant or storm damage to
roofs. Programmed maintenance is undertaken to preserve the structural
integrity of buildings and to ensure continued operation of equipment.
Examples would be painting, roof repair/replacement or upgrading of
mechanical or electrical systems.

(3) The items in (1) are part of a total program of $36 million for maintenance
and minor works in schools for 1991-92. Of the $36 million, $16 million is
funded from the Consolidated Revenue Fund and $20 million from the
General Loan and Capital Workcs Fund.

SCHOOLS - ROSSMOYNE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Staifroom Improvement Funds

1257. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Have funds been allocated in the 1991-92 State Budget for improvements to

be made to the Rossmoyne Senior High School staff room?
(2) If not, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GREYHOUND RACING ASSOCIATION ACT -
AMENDMENTS

1262. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:
Is it the Government's intention to introduce amendments to the Western
Australian Greyhound Racing Association Act 1981 in the current session of
the Parliament?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
Consultation with industry members is currently underway. Once this
consultation has been finalised I will make an announcement on the
Government's intention as far as amending the Western Australian Greyhound
Racing Association Act 198 1.

BUSES - SCHOOL BUSES
Inspections - Police Department Transfer

1263. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Why is the Ministry of Education transferring its school bus inspection

functions to the Police Department?
(2) By what date is the transfer to be completed?
(3) Will any Ministry staff lose their jobs as a result of this transfer?
(4) If so,

(a) how many;
(b) in which locations?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) In accordance with a recommendation of the Government's Functional

Review Committee, the transfer has been made as a result of identified cost
benefits and because bus and vehicle inspections for other business sectors are
completed by the Police Department.
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(2) 1 January 1992.
(3)-(4)

Three permanent bus inspectors will be redeployed. One temporary
inspection staff member will cease at end of contract. All are attached to
central office.

ROONEY LIBRARY - PLANS
1271. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What is planned for the Rooney Library?
(2) Will the same service be available?
(3) If not, what reductions will occur?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1)-(3)

The ministry intends to transfer the Rooney Library collection through
amnalgamation/integration, with either the Alexander Library or Edith Cowan
University Library. The ministry is currently negotiating with the State
Library Board and Edith Cowan University with the intention of maintaining
services and ensuring public and teacher access to this much valued
educational collection.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TURF CLUB - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TROTTING
ASSOCIATION
Financial Inquiry

1280. Mr CLARKO to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:
When will the results of the financial inquiry into the Western Australian Turf
Club and the Western Australian Trotting Association be made public?

Mrs BEGGS replied.,
I am currently awaiting responses from the Western Australian Turf Club and
the Western Australian Trotting Association on the independent financial
analysis. Any announcement concerning the financial analysis will be made
after Cabinet has discussed the issues raised.

ELEC7IONS - ENROLMENTS PER MEMBER [N ELECTORATES
Queensland and Western Austiralia Comparisons

128 1. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) When the enrolments per member in electorates for the Western Australian

Parliament and in provisional electorates announced on 27 August 1991 for
the Queensland Parliament are compared, what are the statistics for the
following comparisons -

(a) ratio of highest to lowest enrolment per member;
(b) lowest percentage of electors whose representatives could effectively

control a House of Parliament;
(c) the number of enrolments in each 20 per cent range above and below

the average enrolment per member?
(2) When the proposed enrolments for Queensland State elections become law on

30 November 1991 as planned, which Commonwealth State will have the
heaviest imbalances in enrolments per member?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) (a) Ratio of highest to lowest enrolment per member -

WA QLD
Legislative Assembly 2.7:1 1.5:1
Legislative Council 3.3:1 No 2nd Chamber
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(b) Lowest percentage of electors whose representatives could control the
Assembly -

WA QLD
Legislative Assembly 229=38.7% 45= 47.4%

57 89
Seventeen members of t Legislative Council can veto any matter.
Legislative Council 1Z = 26.7% No 2nd Chamber

34
(c) Departure of enrolments per member from State average enrolments -

Queensland Western Australia
Range of departure from
average per member in
a House Assembly Council

Assembly Members Members Members
+50%6 to +30% 4 17
+30% to0+10% 30
+10% to-10% 84
-10% to-30% 5 6
-30% 10 -50% 16 12
-50% to -70% 1 5
Total 89 57 34

(2) Enrolments in WA show the heaviest imbalance of any Australian State.
CORRECTIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT - CHAPLAINCY BOARD MEMBERS

1288. Mr MINSON to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
Who are the members of the Department of Corrective Services Chaplaincy
Board?

Mr D.L SMWTH replied:
Reverend H. Eniwbistle - Chairperson,
Father R. McGregor,
Reverend D. Russell,
Manager. Offender Development Programs, Department of Corrective
Services.

HEALTH PROMOTION FOUNDATION - PERFORMING ARTS GRANTS
1289. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has any funding for the performing art been granted from the Health
Promotion Foundation?.

(2) if so, how much and for what purposes?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) $1 630 538 for a range of performing arts projects which provide opportunity

for health promotion.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS - DUPUICATION OF SERVICES
Stowe Control

1296. Mr COURT to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
What services that are duplicated by the State and Federal Governments has
the Minister proposed be put under State control in relation to Aboriginal
affairs?
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Dr WATSON replied:
The Australian Aboriginal Affairs Ministerial Council recently endorsed a
working parry report which recommended that Commonwealth funds for the
purposes of Aboriginal housing and related community infrastructure services
be transferred to the control of the State. This matter will be considered at the
special Premiders' Conference in November 1991.

PRISONS - OFFICERS
Twelve Hour Shifts Trial

1301. Mr LEWIS to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) Is a period to be introduced to trial 12 hour shifts for prison officers?
(2) Has there been over-recruitment of prison officers, so that with the

commissioning of the Casuarina Prison there will be 70 prison officers
employed in excess of those required for the establishment?

(3) If so, what will be the variation in the number of prison officers required if
12 hour shifts become permanent?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Sufficient prison officers were recruited and trained during 1990-91 to allow

for the commissioning of Casuarina Prison and the short term simultaneous
operation of the Freman tle and Casuauina Prisons. When prisoners have been
transferred to Casuarina Prison, and Fremantle Prison is closed, it was planned
that there would be a surplus of 70 prison officers. This number was to be
reduced through natural attrition. The special voluntary severance offer is
likely to reduce this number significantly.

(3) Not applicable.
PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY - INTERIM AND FULL REPORT

1306. Mr COURT to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Why has the Government not provided an interim report to Parliament on the

Permanent Building Society, when it was promised for 10 September 1991?
(2) When will a full report be completed and made public?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

The Attorney General has advised as follows -

(1) There was no commitment to a report to Parliament on 10 September,
though the Attorney General expressed the hope that that might be
possible. In the event, no more useful information was then available
than had already been publicly released and widely reported.

(2) The Administrator's report is expected to be completed by the end of
September and provided to the Registrar of Co-operative and Financial
Institutions. A full public statement should then be possible within a
very short time.

SCHOOLS - PRIMARY SCHOOLS
English Year 2 New Curriculum

1309. Mr LEWIS to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Have primary school teachers in the 1990-91 school year had to teach a new

curriculum for classroom English in year 2?
(2) Has the Education Ministry not been able to provide textbooks for the

teaching of this subject?
(3) Due to Education Ministry policy are teachers not allowed to ask parents to

buy textbooks of this nature vis a vis classroom English year 2, no matter now
badly they are needed?
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(4) If so, will the Minister explain why such is the case and why such textbooks
for the teaching of such a fundamental subject cannot be provided?

(5) Is it readily accepted if parents and citizens' associations either provide the
textbooks or otherwise ask parents to do so?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) All teachers in years K-7 have been provided with a copy of the K-7 English

Language Syllabus. Schools have been given a four year period - 1990-1993 -
in which to begin implementing this new language syllabus. No specific
provisions apply to year 2.

(2) The new K-7 English Language Syllabus incorporates all existing ministry
texts into this document by cross-referencing them to entries in this syllabus.
This makes it easier for teachers to locate specific strategies of instruction in
existing texts; for example, Early Words, Early Guidelines. Writing Notes,
etc. Also, there are supplementary materials provided with the new syllabus
called Zoom Notes. These are practical ideas presented in an attractive format
for teachers - a quick reference which is easy to use. Existing texts for
children are easily incorporated into the ideas presented in the K-7 English
Language Syllabus.

(3) The allowance to purchase and replace reading materials is incorporated in the
school grant which is provided annually to all schools. This provides the bulk
of reading materials used by schools. Teachers usually request that parents
provide stationery requirements for their children and some subject texts.
These may include reading material on the book list for a particular year level.
It is not ministry policy to direct schools regarding the purchases which
parents may be requested to make.

(4) Not applicable.
(5) In many schools parent organisations volunteer to supplement the school's

text materials; for example, reading books, A-V material, library material.
There is no compulsion for parent groups to do this although it is a valuable -
and appreciated - supplement to school purchases.

ABORIGINES - BADJALING WANDERERS
Governent Support

1317. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What support has the Government given to the Badjaling Wanderers

Aboriginal group in their quest to re-establish a community at the Badjaling
town site?

(2) In what form has that support been given?
(3) Does the Government support the Badjaling Wanderers' request for a townsite

settlement as outlined in the Badjaling Wanderers 1990 report?
(4) Did the Government Provide any support to the Badjaling Wanderers to

compile this report-, and if so, what was the nature of that support?
(5) What role has the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority taken with respect to

this project?
(6) Does the AAPA support the project?
(7) Does the Aboriginal Lands Trust have any involvement with the project; and

if so, what involvement?
(8) Does the Aboriginal Lands Tmust support the project?
(9) Has the Government supported the construction of any facilities on the

proposed Badjaling townsite area?
(10) If so, what facilities?
(11) What funding has the Government committed to this or any other aspect of

the project?
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Dr WATSON replied:

While the Government through the Abouiginal Affairs Planning Authority
does not support a community being established on the reserve 20999 at
Badjaling, the AAPA has provided $25 000 towards the erection of an
ablution facility to be utilised when functions are held at the reserve.

(3) No.
(4) Yes. The AAPA provided funding for a consultant to prepare a development

plan after wide consultation on what developments and restoration were
required on the reserve 20999. The consultant was selected in consultation
with the Badjaling Wanderers.

(5) See (1) and (4) above.
(6) The AAPA does not support the consultant's report. The AAPA considers

any development should be done in consultation with the Quairading Shire
Council.

(7) Reserve 20999 is vested in the Aboriginal Lands Trust and the trust supported
leasing the property to the Badjaling Wanderers Aboriginal Corporation.

(8) Yes.
(9) Yes - see (1) above.
(10) Refer (1) above.
(11) Refer (1) and (4) above.

NATIONAL PARKS - ESTATE INCREASE PERCENTAGE
Park Names and Hectares

1322. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for the Environment:
In relation to the answer to question on notice 808 of 1990 wherein the
Minister said that the nacional park estate in Western Australia had increased
by 500 per cent in the past five years, how was this percentage arrived at in
terms of -
(a) which parks;
(b) hectares per park?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The particular portion of question 808 referred to related only to the southern
forest, not the whole of Western Australia. The basis of the statement was the
conservation reserves proposals contained in the 1987-1997 regional
management plan for CALM's southern forest region. The various proposals
are detailed in appendix 4 of the plan. The 500 per cent increase relates to the
proposed increase in the conservation reserve estate. The majority of the
increase in area involves national parks.

NATIONAL PARKS - GAZETTAL DATES
Mt tindesay, Valley of the Giants, Douglas Hill, D'Enrrecasreaux Region

1323. Mr HOUSE to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Have the following areas been gazetted as national parks; and if so, on what

dates were they gazetted -

(a) Mt Lindesay (Denmark);
(b) Valley of the Giants (to be part of Walpole/Nornalup national park).

(c) part of the Walpole/Nomalup park known as Douglas Hill;
(d) approximately 50 per cent of the D'Enrrecasteaux region?

(2) Of the following areas, can the Minister outline which ones have not as yet
been gazetted as national parks; and on what date it is intended that they will
be gazetted as such -
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(a) Mt Lindesay (Denmark);
(b) Valley of the Giants (to be pant of Walpole/Nornalup park known as

Douglas Hill;
(c) approximately 50 per cent of the D'Enrrecasteaux region?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) (a-(c)

No.
(d) Yes. The park is currently made up of seven reserves, the gazettal

derails being: 17 June 1977 - reserves 28478 and 28479; 28 October
1977 - 26628; 28 November 1980 - 36996; 3 April 1987 - 39960;
23 December 1988 - 40841; and 21 September 1990 - 41466.

(2) (a) Preparatory Work is not yet complete and I cannot predict a likely dare
for gazettal.

(b) I assume that this must be a transcription error and that the areas
intended are those referred to in questions (I)(b) and (1)(c). The
answers are: Action on the Valley of the Giants area is well advanced,
but I cannot predict a likely date for gazental; no action has been taken
on the Douglas Hill area and I cannot predict a likely date for gazettal.

(c) Action on the remaining 50 per cent is well advanced and the matter
might come before Parliament in the Reserves and Land Revestment
Bill during the current session. I cannot predict a likely date for
gazettal.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

MIDLAND SALEYARD - DOCUMENTS TABLING
Memorandum of Agreement - Pilsley Investments

344. Mr OMODET to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Will the Minister table documents in this House on -

(a) the Memorandum of Agreement between the State Government and
Pilsley Investments Pry Ltd for the lease of the Midland saleyard;

(b) documents concerning any extension of the lease agreement for the
Midland saleyard; and

(c) documents concerning the sale or transfer of property to Pilsley
Investments or any other corporate body which is now used for
saleyards and brickworks at Midland?

(2) If the Minister will not table these documents, why not?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1 )-(2)

I am not exactly aware of the documents to which the member for Warren is
referring. However, I give my assurance that I will investigate the
inforrnauion he is seeking and provide it.

Mr Omodei: Are you saying you are not aware of the memorandum of agreement?
Mr BRIDGE: The member for Warren should not try to put words into my mouth, I

will answer him in precisely my own way.
Mr Omodei: I cannot believe you do not know about the memorandum of agreement.

Every other person in Western Australia knows about it.
Mr BRIDGE: I am not saying I am not aware of it, I am referring to the member for

Warren's line of questioning. However, in the interest of proper advice to this
Parliament, the member for Warren should put his question on notice and I
will provide the information.
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SHADOW CABINET - TITLE SHADOW MINISTER
Member for Applecross's Comments

345. Mr GRAHAM to the Premier:
(1) Is the Premier aware of the statement by the member for Applecross to the

House last Wednesday that the tide shadow Minister means nothing?
(2) If so, has the Premier been requested to publish in The West Australian a list

of shadow Cabinet members?
(3) In the light of comments by the member for Applecross, will she approve the

request?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

1 was very interested in the debate last week when the member for Applecross
said repeatedly and very adamantly while thumping the table that the
Opposition knows the title shadow Minister means nothing. Itris on record in
Hansard that he indicated he thought it meant nothing. Some time ago, in my
innocence, I agreed to a request by the Leader of the Opposition that, in the
interests of public knowledge about these people who mean nothing, I would
be happy to provide taxpayers' funds to advertise the new list of the shadow
Cabinet in the newspaper. The Government is quite happy to book a space for
that purpose. I hope that if members opposite want that support from the
Government and are prepared to put names forward with shadow Minister or
spokesperson attached, they will undertake the role and responsibilities that
go with it. I would have thought the member for Applecross; would be the
first to endorse that, but no, he said that it means nothing. Perhaps we should
operate on that assumption.

FARMERS - DROUGHT RELIEF
Mt Marshall, Mukinbudin, Nungarin, Trayning Shires

346. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that a number of farmers in the Shires of Mt Marshall,

Mukinbudin, Nungarin and Trayning are facing the prospect of not harvesting
all or part of their crops this season?

(2) What provisions have been made in the State Budget for this emergency?
(3) If no provision has been made, can the Minister assure the House that funds

will be available for drought relief'?
(4) In giving the assurance, can the Minister advise whether funds will be made

available through the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation or through
some other form?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

1 assume that that is the area to which the Leader of the National Party
referred in conversation in Cunderdin the other day. It was agreed by us then
that I would visit the area to make a first-hand evaluation of the drought
problems. I would then devise a strategy best able to assist that area. I am
keen to give an assurance that, in discussion with the Leader of the National
Party and the Department of Agriculture, such a plan will be put in place.
If, at the end of that trip, we discover certain areas should be considered for
assistance by the Government, I would be keen to put forward a proposal for
assistance. It is difficult at this stage to say to the Parliament what assistance
can be given. A decision can best be made after that trip. I understood the
Leader of the National Party to be in full agreement with that approach. As a
result of that visit, particularly after consultation with local farming groups,
perhaps a strategy can be determined which will best serve their interests.
Although no particular component of the Budget has been designed for those
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circumstances, in the past two or three years it has been the Government's
practice, as the Leader of the National Party knows, to look at assistance of
one kind or another for areas in need. I do not expect to see this situation as
an exception to that rule.
GRAPEFRUIT, CARNARVON - INDONESIAN MARKET

347. Mr LEAHY to the Minister assisting the Minister for State Development:
(1) Can the Minister advise whether a shipment of Carnarvon grapefruit has

recently been exported to Indonesia.
(2) If so is there potential to expand this market?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1)-(2)

I am pleased to advise the House and the member for Northern Rivers that a
new product is being exported to Indonesia as from last week. Approximately
300 kilograms of ruby red grapefruit from the Carnarvon area were exported
to Indonesia. Last month the Department of State Development assisted the
producers in the Carnarvon area -

Mr Kierath interjected.
Mr GORDON HILL: I can hear the bleatings from the member for Riverton who is

obviously not interested in the answer to this question. He is clearly opposed
to the development of such export opportunities.

Mr Kierath: What a load of rubbish!
Mr GORDON HILL: The member for Riverton should listen to the answer and keep

his mouth closed for a few seconds, if that is possible. A new market is being
developed in Indonesia. I believe this product, which is being sold into
supermarkets, hotels and restaurants, will be a very popular product. It is a
unique product from the Carnarvon area; it will have considerable impact on
the Indonesian market and will create additional opportunities for the
Camarvon area. With the inroads this item makes into the Indonesian market
we will see further market developments with produce in the Carnarvon area.

SCHOOLS - MAINTENANCE AND MINOR WORKS ALLOCATIONS
Consolidated Revenue Fund - Misleading Statements

348. Mr FRED TUBBY to the Treasurer:
(1) Is the Treasurer aware that in answer to questions 1060 of 1990 and 1231 of

1991 it was indicated that the following allocations were made from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund for school maintenance and minor works -

1986-87 $17.2 million
1987-88 $15 million
1988-89 $15 million
1989-90 $17.9 million
1990-91 $16.5 million?

(2) Is she also aware that the answer provided to question 1250 of 1991 indicates
that the allocation for school maintenance and minor works in 199 1-92 is
$36 million with $16 million coming from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
which is less than for the previous two financial years, and $20 million
coming from the General Loan and Capital Works Fund?

(3) Will the Treasurer now explain why she deliberately misled this I-ouse in her
Budget speech and why the Minister for Education mtisled the public, through
media releases when it was indicated that the $15.7 million saved from the
suspension of the education allowance would be used to increase the
allocation for maintenance and minor works, when in fact the additional
funding is coming from the General Loans and Capital Works Fund?
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Before the Treasurer answers the question I
advise the member that the question was a long time in coming and the
preliminary information was not in the spirit of the Standing Orders. I ask the
member to watch that.

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The member is asking me to take his word in his report of these parts of the
question. On the basis of my experience in this House, I am not about to do
that. I cannot confirm, yes, to paragraph (1) of the question. In terms of the
other part of the question what is clear is that funds are being made available
for school maintenance. This year's Education badger has been increased
well above the inflation rate and it takes account of growth in school numbers.

Mr Fred Tabby: You misled the public.
Dr LAWRENCE: No, I did not. It also takes into account improvements in teachers'

salaries. We have provided some changes, as I said in the Budget speech, for
the provision of funds for motor vehicles. For example, we are providing for
those vehicles from the General Loans and Capital Works Fund. The key
point is that the total budget and the amount we would have put into the
education allowance has all gone into education.

HOSPITALS - REPATRIATION HOSPITALS
Stare Responsibility Agreement

349. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of reported comments by the Commonwealth Minister for

Veterans' Affairs that State Governments are expected to sign an agreement
accepting responsibility for repatriation hospitals at the Special Premiers'
Conference in November?

(2) If so, will Western Australia be a signatory to this agreement?
Mr WILSON replied:

I thank the member far the question. The comment by the Federal Minister
for Veterans' Affairs has been drawn to my attention and is in line with
previous optimiustic comments put out by him about this matter. The Western
Australian Government has taken a consistent line on proposals over a number
of years by Federal Health Ministers to hand over the Hollywood Hospital to
the Western Australian health system. Firstly, it has agreed not to enter into
negotiations about that matter until the RSL and kindred veteran associations
in Western Australia have a firm assurance from the Federal Government that
continuing access to health care for veterans will be guaranteed if such a hand
over is to occur. Secondly, the State Government must be assured that
adequate Commonwealth funding will be made available, as part of any
transfer, to allow the State health system to continue the operations of that
hospital and that it is not another means whereby the Federal Government is
simply passing over to the States a responsibility for which it is currently
accountable. I understand that an agreement has been reached between the
Federal Government and the Tasmanian Government. I am not aware of any
other State Government having agreed to any such proposal. While I will not
be at the Special Premiers' Conference t Premier will, and I will be advising
her very strongly that this Government should not sign any such agreement in
November.

TRADE UNIONS - RIGHT TO STRIKE
Federal Guarantee Proposal

350. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) Is she aware of the Hawke Government's proposal to guarantee unions the

right to strike?
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(2) Does the Minister support this proposal?
(3) Does the Minister propose to support the removal of secondary boycott

provisions from the Trade Practices Act thereby allowing the union movement
special privileges and placing it above the law which applies to all other
organisations?

(4) If so, why does the Minister support such changes?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:

I am aware that a committee of the International Labour Organisation was set
up to examine Australia's position in relation to basic democratic rights such
as the right of individuals to withdraw their labour. The report was not
complimentary to Australia. It indicated that compared with some of its
western counterparts Australia does not guarantee the rights of individuals to
withdraw their labour, and that the opportunity for people to negotiate in a
position where there is an equality of bargaining power depends on the ability
of a person who has nothing but his labour to offer to have the opportunity to
withdraw his labour. It was clear from that report that the committee of the
ILO, expressed concern about sections of the Trade Practices Act and the
common law provisions, which are being increasingly used, put into doubt the
right of workers in Australia to be able to strike.
I remember the debate in the community about the time of upheavals in
Poland. A number of significant community organisations came out strongly
in support of the rights of the workers in Poland to form trade unions and to
strike. Many organisations expressed concern that the Polish Government at
that time did not allow trade unions and did not allow people to strike. We in
Australia have long considered ourselves to be the guardians of the rights of

individuals to organise, to associate with whom they wish, to form
organisations and to withdraw their labour. I am very concerned that the 110,
which is a highly reputable body, has brought down such a report. I endorse
action by the Federal Government to rectify the problem identified by the
1LO.

HOUSING - GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
Established and New Houses

351. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Has he read the report in today's Thre Australian that a senior Opposition

source confirmed that established homes were likely to be exempt from the
Liberal-National Party's goods and services tax, but new houses would be
subject to the tax?

(2) Will the Minister commient on the impact of such a tax, were it introduced.
Mr McGINTY replied:
(1)-(2)

The report in this morning's edition of The Australian newspaper caused
considerable concern because it indicated that the Opposition would exempt
established houses from the proposed goods and services tax, but would
impose it on new housing construction. The information arose from advice
given to the coalition parties that they should exempt as few items as possible
from the proposed consumption tax so as to avoid the Canadian debacle where
salted peanuts were taxed and peanuts without salt were exempt.
We have a far more dire consequence of what is proposed by the Opposition's
consumption tax. We would see a tax imposed which would inflict great
hardship on those least able to afford it. The proposed 15 per cent
consumption tax imposed on new houses would have the effect of making
housing unaffordable for a great number of low income earners. It is not only
a question of taking those on modest incomes out of the area where they could
afford housing, but it would relatively advantage people who live in suburbs
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such as Nedlands, Cottesloe and Applecross because they would not be
subject to the consumption tax when they changed or upgraded their houses.
It is a regressive tax that would have an adverse effect on people who rely on
the building industry to stimulate economidc activity. The obvious effect is
that people would be encouraged to avoid con structing new houses, therefore
depriving the economy of much needed employment stimulus when it was
most needed. A goods and services or consumption tax which would exempt
the relatively well-off when upgrading their houses is one that should be
condemned by every Australian.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION LEGISLATION - TIMETABLE
352. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Given that the Government announced in March this year that freedom of
information legislation would be introduced into the Parliament this year, will
the Minister provide details of the Government's timetable for that
legislation?

(2) If it is not to be introduced this year, why not?
Mr IlL. SMITH replied:
(1)-(2)

The legislation will be introduced during this session. I expect it will take
about nine months to secure all the resources required for the departments to
handle the new system of storing and retrieving information which will
commence operation some time next year.

SCHOOLS - GRAFFITI
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Department Inquiry

353. Mr CUNNINGHAM to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
What were the results of the Department of Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare's investigation of problems associated with graffiti removal at
Dryandra Primary School and otter schools?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
I am pleased to advise the member that on 9 August the Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare was advised by the Ministry of
Education that concerns were held at the Dryandra Primary School over the
chemical vapour residue from a graffiti removal operation. DOHSWA
obtained laboratory analysis reports that confirmed the presence of phenol and
determined that the health effects were likely to have been caused by exposure
to phenol vapour. A subsequent examination of the material safety data
sheets issued by the suppliers of graffiti removal chemicals in Western
Australia found many to be grossly inadequate in the information provided to
users. In the opinion of DOHS WA, this lack of information was the key issue
emerging from the investigation. As a result of that, D01-SWA issued
13 improvement notices and four prohibition notices on manufacturers and
suppliers. Therefore, 13 products used to remove graffiti from school have
been banned until adequate information is provided by the supplier to users to
ensure those products are used as they should be with no danger to users or
ocher people subsequently using the building involved.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Another feature which seems to be entering the

debate whenever a question is completed is that another member wishes to
continue the answer for the Minister who has just resumed his or her seat.
That makes it difficult to give the call to the next person and also means fewer
questions and answers are dealt with. If members are dissatisfied with the
number of questions and answers dealt with, that is a separate matter.
However, one of the actions contributing to that happening is the continued
cross-Chamber interjecting after questions have been answered.
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HOSPITALS - NORTHAM REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Earthquake Study Report

354. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for H-ealth:
When does the Minister expect to release the findings of the study into the
ability of the Northarm Regional Hospital to withstand an earthquake?

Mr WILSON replied:

I know that the member is referring to two reports, one of which related to an
inquiry into the feasibility of upgrading the existing hospital to make it
adequate to provide a guaranteed service in the event of an emergency in the
worst earthquake zone in Western Australia. The second related to the fact
that should that not be feasible a development proposal for a new hospital to
service the region should be considered. Preliminary reports on bath matters
are with the department at the moment. I expect to have a final report by the
end of the month.

CHILD CARE CENTRES - WOMEN
Work Force Percentage - Member for Collie's Statements

355. Mrs WATKINS to the Minister assisting the Minister for Women's Interests:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the statement made by the member for Collie to this

House last Thursday that about 53 per cent of the work force are women, that
readily available child care centres are only exacerbating the situation, and
that the State does not have to spend money on building child care centres at
the moment?

(2) If so, are those statements factually correct?
Dr WATSON replied:
(1)-(2)

I heard snippets of die debate.
Dr Turnbull: Don't get the snippets out of context.
Dr WATSON: I heard snippets of the debate on speakers around the House. I have

acquainted myself with the substance of the comments made. I could not
believe the debate was being held in 1991 in a House of legislators. I found
both what I heard and what I read in the report incredible. Surely we must all
be about the development and use of the experience and skills of people in the
work force no mailer what their gender. We have a commitment to providing
optimum conditions for people to fulfil their capacities as workers, to the
promotion of equal opportunity and the maximisation of economic benefits to
society. That commitment was reinforced by our signing the International
Labour Organisation's Convention 156, which of course provides for equal
opportunity and equal treatment for men and women workers and workers
with family responsibilities.

Dr Turnbull: It does not stop women being driven out to work due to economic
circumstances.

Dr WATSON: Women do paid work for a variety of reasons. Many economic
benefits are associated with providing child care for work force participants,
including a reduction in labour turnover and absenteeism. In 1983 we saw the
first three child care units established as a result of an election commitment
given by this Government. We will never have enough child care places.

Dr Turnbull: Why can't we have child care places in home bases?
Dr WATSON: We do have.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I suggest that the member for Collie has had her

say. I also suggest that the Minister is in the process of completing her
answer.
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Dr WATSON: I would be pleased to see the level of debate raised to a height where
the inequities women still face in the paid work force were debated. Women
make up only 42 per cent of the work force but 60 per cent are in full time
employment compared with 91 per cent of men in the full rime paid work
force. Women represent 76 per cent of the part time work force. The
earnings of women are. continually less than those of men, although we have
legislation that demands equality of pay for work of equal worth. As a result
of the career opportunities available to women their avenage weekly earnings
are only three-quarters that of men. I would be pleased to enter into a debate
with members of the Opposition on the inequities that dog women in the paid
work force.


